
Chains Came Loose Sep. 5, 2021 
Acts 16:25-34 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  My attitude is essential to my gospel witness. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will be inspired by the attitude 
of Paul and Silas during their suffering. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 When we left off last week, the Jerusalem Council had 
met, and decided not to place extra burdens on those Gentiles 
who were coming to Christ. In the church of Antioch, there was 
much rejoicing. After that, a few things happen. Paul and 
Barnabas were going to go back on mission together but got in a 
huge fight over John Mark and decided to part ways. So Barnabas 
takes John Mark and goes one direction and Paul takes Silas. 
When Paul goes back through Lystra and Derbe, this time he picks 
up Timothy and brings him along. Then Paul sees a man from 
Macedonia in a dream so they go there, which is how they end up 
at Philippi. There, they are staying at Lydia’s house and get 
arrested for casting a demon out of a fortune-telling slave girl.  
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 16:25-34, CSB 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to 
God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 26Suddenly there 
was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the jail 
were shaken, and immediately all the doors were opened, and 
everyone’s chains came loose. 27When the jailer woke up and 
saw the doors of the prison standing open, he drew his sword and 
was going to kill himself, since he thought the prisoners had 
escaped. 

28But Paul called out in a loud voice, “Don’t harm yourself, 
because we’re all here!” 

https://biblehub.com/acts/16-26.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/16-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/16-28.htm


29The jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell down trembling 
before Paul and Silas. 30He escorted them out and said, “Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?”  

31They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved —
 you and your household.” 32And they spoke the word of the Lord 
to him along with everyone in his house. 33He took them the 
same hour of the night and washed their wounds. Right away he 
and all his family were baptized. 34He brought them into his 
house, set a meal before them, and rejoiced because he had come 
to believe in God with his entire household. 

INTRODUCTION: 
 What does your praise God look like when things are bad? 
When there is no way out of your situation? When you are 
suffering unfairly? When people are treating you terribly? Let’s 
look at what we can learn from Paul and Silas’s situation in the jail 
in Philippi. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. MY SITUATION DOES NOT DETERMINE MY WORSHIP 
a. (16:22-24) The crowd joined in the attack against 

them, and the chief magistrates stripped off their 
clothes and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 
After they had severely flogged them, they threw 
them in jail, ordering the jailer to guard them 
carefully. Receiving such an order, he put them into 
the inner prison and secured their feet in the 
stocks. 

b. Paul and Silas had not committed any crime. 
c. They were Roman citizens, beaten in violation of 

the law. 
d. They would have had very serious injuries and 

been in a lot of pain. 
e. The stocks were designed to keep them in more 

pain. 

https://biblehub.com/acts/16-29.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/16-30.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/16-31.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/16-32.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/16-33.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/16-34.htm


f. Despite all their suffering at this time, and the 
apparent hopelessness of their situation, they were 
praising God! 

g. Second century theologian Tertullian: “The leg feels 
not the stocks when the mind is in heaven. Though 
the body is held fast, all things lie open in the 
spirit” 

h. Anyone can be happy in pleasant circumstances, 
but real joy comes only from within, and is a gift 
available to Christians at all times. “Instead of 
cursing men, they blessed God.” (Stott) as quoted 
by Guzik 

i. They were bringing songs of praise into the 
darkness of this literal dungeon. And the other 
prisoners were listening. 

j. It is likely that they were singing something from 
the Psalms, such as “Give thanks to the Lord, for he 
is good; his faithful love endures forever.” 

k. Their situation did not determine their attitude or 
their worship. 

l. Ours should not either. 
 

2. REACHING THE LOST IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN MY 
FREEDOM 

a. (16:26) Suddenly there was such a violent 
earthquake that the foundations of the jail were 
shaken, and immediately all the doors were 
opened, and everyone’s chains came loose. 

b. Obviously, God provided this earthquake, since it 
shook the doors open and released everyone’s 
chains. The timing and the result are too specific to 
not be the work of God. 

c. Seeing this earthquake provided by God, Paul and 
Silas could have easily prioritized their freedom and 
escaped. 



d. These two realized that if they, or any of the other 
prisoners ran, the jailer and guards would have 
been put to death. 

e. The jailer also realized this and was preparing to 
fall on his sword to avoid a fate harsher than simply 
dying. 

f. (16:28) But Paul called out in a loud voice, “Don’t 
harm yourself, because we’re all here.” 

g. This jailer was seconds away from an eternity in 
hell. Paul and Silas thought this more important 
than their own freedom, or even their own lives. 

h. Missionaries in many parts of the world prioritize 
the lost over their own freedom.  

i. Paul and Silas (and apparently the prisoners who 
had heard their praying and singing) made the 
choice to stay. 

j. What are our priorities? Are we more concerned 
that others hear the gospel, or are we more 
concerned with our own desire for freedom? 

 
3. I SHOULD ALWAYS BE PREPARED TO SHARE THE GOSPEL 

a. It was the middle of the night. Paul and Silas had 
been severely and unjustly beaten and put in 
painful positions in the jail. They are now face to 
face with their jailer, who is asking, “Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?” 

b. Faced with their jailer, these Paul and Silas express 
forgiveness in sharing the gospel with him and his 
household. 

c. (16:31) They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and 
you will be saved—you and your household.” 

i. They apparently did not need to mention 
repentance because the jailer was already 
repenting. 

ii. There is a word play here in the original 
Greek that is not obvious in English. The 



jailer calls them “kyrii” and they point his to 
the “Kyrios”. 

d. Why would the jailer have asked them how to be 
saved? They were jailed after the young possessed 
woman said, “These men, who are proclaiming to 
you the way of salvation are the servants of the 
Most High God.”  

e. Note also that the jailer demonstrates repentance 
by washing their wounds. They, in turn, by 
baptizing him, wash away the wounds of his sin. 

f. We must also take note that the gospel was 
presented to his whole household as well and 
apparently, they believed and were baptized. 

g. What about us? Are we always ready to share the 
gospel? People might not just rush in to us asking 
how to be saved, but we still should be sharing the 
gospel. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 Imagine if Paul and Silas had been angry and resentful over 
their imprisonment. What if they had not been focused on the 
Lord and His will during their time in the Philippian jail? What if 
they had been too focused on themselves to be used in the 
situation that God placed them in? What if we are too focused on 
ourselves to be useful in the situation that God has placed us in? 
 
FOUR QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you hear God saying to you? 
2. What keeps you from doing that? 
3. If you were to do that, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who are you going to tell? 

  


