
Theology Matters Sep. 26, 2021 
Acts 18:24-19:7 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  We have a responsibility to clear up wrong 
understandings of the person and work of Christ.  
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will examine the basis of his 
own belief in Christ and that of people he encounters. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 Last week we discussed how Paul had very limited success 
in Athens. In the beginning of Chapter 18, he goes to Corinth and 
meets fellow Jews and tentmakers Priscilla and Aquila. They plant 
the church in Corinth, he leaves them in Ephesus and goes back to 
Antioch.  After spending a little time in Antioch, Paul starts the 
third missionary journey with the intention of going back and 
strengthening the churches he has already planted. It seems from 
some of Paul’s letters that false teachers had started creeping into 
some of these congregations, so he is going to straighten them 
out. It was necessary that Priscilla and Aquila were in Ephesus 
because that is where we pick up today.    
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 18:24-19:7 (CSB) 
Now a Jew named Apollos, a native Alexandrian, an eloquent man 
who was competent in the use of the Scriptures, arrived in 
Ephesus. 25He had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and 
being fervent in spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately 
about Jesus, although he knew only John’s baptism. 26He began 
to speak boldly in the synagogue. After Priscilla and Aquila heard 
him, they took him aside and explained the way of God to him 
more accurately. 27When he wanted to cross over to Achaia, the 
brothers and sisters wrote to the disciples to welcome him. After 
he arrived, he was a great help to those who by grace had 
believed. 28For he vigorously refuted the Jews in public, 
demonstrating through the Scriptures that Jesus is the Messiah. 
 

https://biblehub.com/acts/18-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/18-26.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/18-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/18-28.htm


While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul traveled through the interior 
regions and came to Ephesus. He found some disciples 2and 
asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”  
“No,” they told him, “we haven’t even heard that there is a Holy 
Spirit.”  
3“Into what then were you baptized?” he asked them. 
“Into John’s baptism,” they replied.  
4Paul said, “John baptized with a baptism of repentance, telling 
the people that they should believe in the one who would come 
after him, that is, in Jesus.”  
5When they heard this, they were baptized into the name of the 
Lord Jesus. 6And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy 
Spirit came on them, and they began to speak in tongues and to 
prophesy. 7Now there were about twelve men in all. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 A friend and I were talking the other day about blunders 
from the pulpit, and it made me think. Have you heard the 
preacher talking and said, “Wait, that can’t be right!” Apparently, 
that happens with some frequency. One pastor was teaching a 
series on Sunday nights about “hot potato” issues, and was going 
to be discussing pornography that night. So he said, ““We’ve been 
looking at ‘Hot Potato’ issues facing the church on Sunday nights 
lately, and tonight we’re going to be looking at pornography. You 
don’t want to miss tonight’s sermon as we look at pornography 
together…”1 
 It’s easy enough for the pastor to say something wrong 
when he knows what he’s talking about.  If he has his doctrine or 
theology wrong, what he’s saying will go completely off the rails. 
This is why it’s important not only for pastors to know what 
they’re talking about, but also those in the seats. Because we all 

 
1 Bob Rogers. “Did the Preacher Really Say That?” blogpost. 

https://bobrogers.me/2018/01/24/did-the-preacher-really-say-that-pulpit-

blunders-and-bloopers/ 

https://biblehub.com/acts/19-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/19-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/19-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/19-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/19-6.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/19-7.htm


have to be teachable; we all have to be willing to teach, and of 
course, we must know Jesus. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. I MUST ALWAYS BE TEACHABLE 
a. Alexandria was an educational center. 
b. You may remember that it was Alexandrian Jews 

who argued with Stephen in chapter 6. 
c. We don’t know if Apollos had been taught by JTB 

himself or one of his disciples. 
d. This conversation in Ephesus is close to 30 years 

after JTB’s death. 
e. We’re told that Apollos was “teaching accurately 

about Jesus,” but only knew about John’s baptism. 
f. Apollos was a gifted preacher who knew scriptures 

well and had been taught by the best. But he was 
missing something. 

g. What if he had not had the humility to be taught 
his error?  By a couple of tentmakers, nonetheless? 

h. Apollos goes on to have a really effective ministry 
in Corinth. 

i. Not only do we see that Apollos was willing to be 
taught, but he was also willing to teach others. 

 
2. I MUST BE WILLING TO TEACH OTHERS 

a. First, we see that Apollos was willing to teach in 
the synagogue in Ephesus. 

b. We don’t know what had brought him there. 
c. He knew a lot of truth and was wanting to share it 

with people there! 
d. Also, Priscilla and Aquila were willing to teach 

Apollos the “way of God more accurately.” 
e. Had they not been willing to teach him, he would 

have continued sharing an incomplete gospel. 
f. After being told correctly, Apollos goes to Corinth 

and has a successful preaching ministry there. 



g. Paul planted and Apollos watered, and God gave 
the growth (1 Cor. 3:6). 

h. If you are a Christian, you have something to teach 
somebody. 

 
3. I MUST KNOW WHO JESUS IS TO BE SAVED 

a. (19:1-2) While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul traveled 
through the interior regions and came to Ephesus. 
He found some disciples and asked them, “Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”  “No,” 
they told him, “we haven’t even heard that there is 
a Holy Spirit.” 

b. These were probably some second or third 
generation disciples of John the Baptist. 

c. What they had missed in John’s teaching was the 
Jesus part. They had done the baptism of 
repentance. 

d. They were sorry for what they had done but did 
not know that Jesus had died for their forgiveness. 

e. They were not saved. 
f. Once they believed in Jesus, they were baptized in 

His name, and received the Holy Spirit. 
g. Of course, once saved, they spoke in tongues and 

prophesied. 
i. Remember the original event of speaking in 

tongues. 
ii. This was surely a sign to those around 

them. 
 
CONCLUSION:  
 Let’s ask the most important question right now. Do you 
know who Jesus is and what He has done for you? Like all of us, 
you were born separated from God by sin. Jesus came to restore 
us to right relationship with God, through His death on the cross. 
Have you believed in Him? If not, there is no better time that now 
to do that. If you know Christ, who are you telling about Him? 



  
INVITATION HYMN # 182 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 


