
But Who Are You? Oct 3, 2021 
Acts 19:11-20 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  A pretend relationship with Jesus will fail you 
when it counts. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will observe if he/she is claiming 
a relationship with Christ that he/she does not possess. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 Last week we met Apollos and twelve disciples of John the 
Baptist who needed a little bit of instruction and their theology 
refined. Paul would stay in Ephesus for a couple of years, but he 
leaves the synagogue because of the hardness of their hearts and 
moves to teaching the disciples in another location. That’s where 
we arrive at today’s passage.   
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 19:11-20 (CSB) 
God was performing extraordinary miracles by Paul’s hands, so 
that even facecloths or aprons that had touched his skin were 
brought to the sick, and the diseases left them, and the evil spirits 
came out of them.  
Now some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists also attempted to 
pronounce the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil 
spirits, saying, “I command you by the Jesus that Paul preaches!” 
Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish high priest, were doing this. The evil 
spirit answered them, “I know Jesus, and I recognize Paul — but 
who are you?” Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on 
them, overpowered them all, and prevailed against them, so that 
they ran out of that house naked and wounded. When this 
became known to everyone who lived in Ephesus, both Jews and 
Greeks, they became afraid, and the name of the Lord Jesus was 
held in high esteem.  
And many who had become believers came confessing and 
disclosing their practices, while many of those who had practiced 
magic collected their books and burned them in front of 



everyone. So they calculated their value and found it to be fifty 
thousand pieces of silver. In this way the word of the Lord spread 
and prevailed. 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 Have you ever seen those knock-off things that try to look 
real, but don’t quite make it? I think of sodas available at the 
store: Dr. Thunder, Mountain Lightning, Orange Crash, etc. 
Sometimes an imitation will do the job, but often, an imitation is 
watered down and ineffective (generic blue dishsoap). Faith is one 
of those things that must be real in order to be effective. We must 
have the actual presence of the Holy Spirit and the will of God to 
be effective for the Kingdom. Today, I want you to observe that 
God allows us to participate in His work, without Jesus we have no 
spiritual power, and that knowledge of Jesus requires giving up 
evil. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. GOD ALLOWS US TO PARTICIPATE IN HIS WORK 
a. (19:11-12) God was performing extraordinary 

miracles by Paul’s hands, so that even facecloths or 
aprons that had touched his skin were bought to 
the sick, and the diseases left them, and the evil 
spirits came out of them. 

b. Note who was doing the miracles: God! 
c. Paul was a willing participant. 
d. Miracles were always to prove validity. These 

healings and exorcisms proved that Paul was an 
apostle like Peter. 

e. At other times Paul did not have this power. 
i. 2 Cor. 12—Thorn in the flesh 

ii. Phil 2:27—Epaphroditus nearly died 
iii. 1 Tim 5:23—Timothy had stomach 

problems 
iv. 2 Tim 4:20—He left Trophimus sick at 

Miletus 



f. It was only through the power of the Holy Spirit 
that these extraordinary miracles happened. 

g. When people see something good happening, they 
will try to imitate it. 

 
2. WITHOUT JESUS, YOU HAVE NO SPIRITUAL POWER 

a. (19:13) “Itinerant Jewish exorcists” apparently 
were very common in a religiously superstitious 
city as Ephesus. 

b. (19:14) “Seven sons of Sceva” were apparently con 
artists. There is no record of a high priest named 
Sceva, which is a Latin name. No real Jewish high 
priest would have degraded himself in this way. 

c. “I command you by the Jesus that Paul preaches” 
i. They didn’t know Jesus 

ii. This was just a superstitious incantation to 
them. 

d. The evil spirit knew his enemies. “I know Jesus and 
I recognize Paul, but who are you?” 

e. These frauds were no threat to this spirit. 
f. These were playing a dangerous game with evil and 

lost. 
g. Overcoming evil is impossible without the Holy 

Spirit. 
 

3. KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS REQUIRES GIVING UP EVIL 
a. (19:17) When this became known to everyone who 

lived in Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks, they 
became afraid, and the name of Jesus was help in 
high esteem. 

i. Observers learned to fear evil. 
ii. They also learned to fear God. 

b. (19:18) And many who had become believers came 
confessing and disclosing their practices, while 
many of those who had practiced magic collected 
their books and burned them in front of everyone. 



c. Confession is a key part of repentance! 
d. Note what they didn’t do. 

i. Sell these things 
ii. Give them away. 

e. They burned them to make them unavailable for 
someone else to use for evil purposes. 

f. These were costly things that they gave up for the 
cause of Christ. 

g. What have we given up for the cause of Christ? 
 
CONCLUSION: Questions to ask yourself 

1. Am I operating in the power of the Holy Spirit? 
2. Does my life and my works demonstrate God’s power? 
3. Am I playing a dangerous game with evil? 
4. Will you hear, “But who are you?” 

 


