
Protecting Idols Oct 10, 2021 
Acts 19:21-41 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  The gospel is always a threat to the way of life 
of the wicked. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION: The hearer will recognize God-honoring 
opposition to evil. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 Last week, we left off with Paul in Ephesus after the fifty-
thousand-dollar bonfire of magic paraphernalia. People were 
repenting from their evil ways and turning to Christ. It was a 
glorious thing. But of course, when people come to Christ, their 
spending habits change. And a lot of people were coming to Christ 
and having their spending habits changed. That’s where we pick 
today.   
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 19:21-41 
After these events, Paul resolved by the Spirit to pass through 
Macedonia and Achaia and go to Jerusalem. “After I’ve been 
there,” he said, “It is necessary for me to see Rome as well.” 
22After sending to Macedonia two of those who assisted him, 
Timothy and Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while.  
23About that time there was a major disturbance about the Way. 
24For a person named Demetrius, a silversmith who made silver 
shrines of Artemis, provided a great deal of business for the 
craftsmen. 25When he had assembled them, as well as the 
workers engaged in this type of business, he said, “Men, you 
know that our prosperity is derived from this business. 26You see 
and hear that not only in Ephesus, but in almost all of Asia, this 
man Paul has persuaded and misled a considerable number of 
people by saying that gods made by hand are not gods. 27Not 
only do we run a risk that our business may be discredited, but 
also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis may be 
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despised and her magnificence come to the verge of ruin — the 
very one all of Asia and the world worship.” 
28When they had heard this, they were filled with rage and began 
to cry out, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 29So the city was 
filled with confusion, and they rushed all together into the 
amphitheater, dragging along Gaius and Aristarchus, 
Macedonians who were Paul’s traveling companions. 30Although 
Paul wanted to go in before the people, the disciples did not let 
him. 31Even some of the provincial officials of Asia, who were his 
friends, sent word to him, pleading with him not to venture into 
the amphitheater. 32Some were shouting one thing and some 
another, because the assembly was in confusion, and most of 
them did not know why they had come together. 33Some Jews in 
the crowd gave instructions to Alexander after they pushed him 
to the front. Motioning with his hand, Alexander wanted to make 
his defense to the people. 34But when they recognized that he 
was a Jew, they all shouted in unison for about two hours, “Great 
is Artemis of the Ephesians! ” 
35When the city clerk had calmed the crowd down, he said, 
“People of Ephesus! What person is there who doesn’t know that 
the city of the Ephesians is the temple guardian of the great 
Artemis, and of the image that fell from heaven? 36Therefore, 
since these things are undeniable, you must keep calm and not do 
anything rash. 37For you have brought these men here who are 
not temple robbers or blasphemers of our goddess. 38So if 
Demetrius and the craftsmen who are with him have a case 
against anyone, the courts are in session, and there are 
proconsuls. Let them bring charges against one another. 39But if 
you seek anything further, it must be decided in a legal assembly. 
40In fact, we run a risk of being charged with rioting for what 
happened today, since there is no justification that we can give as 
a reason for this disturbance.” 41After saying this, he dismissed 
the assembly. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION:  
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Have anyone else’s TV commercials been nearly 
exclusively about sports-betting apps and the new casino that 
they are trying to build in Richmond? Yes, in the election, 
Richmond residents will be able to vote to build a casino on the 
southside of the city. I’ve noticed something missing from the 
coverage. 
 I have not seen any news coverage of people opposed to 
this casino. I did find where Channel 8 interviewed a couple of 
pastors in the neighborhood. One was concerned about a 
potential increase in crime; the other was concerned that local 
residents wouldn’t benefit from the jobs. No mention of the 
addictive nature of gambling. I’m not saying that there aren’t 
pastors speaking about it; I just haven’t heard them. 
 Where are the Christians exhorting people to turn away 
from vice and turn to Christ?  
 
MESSAGE: 

1. MUST ADDRESS THIS: (19:21) After these events, Paul 
resolved by the Spirit to pass through Macedonia and 
Achaia and go to Jerusalem. “After I’ve been there,” he 
said, “It is necessary for me to see Rome as well.” 

a. Paul is trying to collect and deliver an offering for 
the poor Christians in Jerusalem. 

b. He is also trying to correct issues that have arisen 
in Corinth. 

c. In the last chapter of Romans, we see that Paul has 
friends there, even some who came to Christ 
before he did. 

d. This riot is a final straw that moves him onward out 
of Ephesus. 

 
2. THE GOSPEL BRINGS OPPOSITION 

a. Demetrius was opposed to the message of Christ. 
b. He gathered a group of people like him to voice 

their opposition. 
c. This was nothing short of a riot. 



d. (From BBC) A young woman, newly married, was 
knocked to the ground in the English seaside town 
of Hastings. She was targeted because of her 
religious beliefs and the clothes she wore, felled by 
a thrown rock and kicked in the stomach by a mob. 
She lost an eye. Then later, in hospital, she died 
from internal injuries. It was 1889 when Susannah 
Beaty became the Salvation Army's first "martyr".  
The tail end of the 19th Century saw towns across 
the south coast of England descend into violence. 
Dead animals, some set alight, were hurled at 
passing Salvationists, as were sticks, stones, paint-
filled eggs, burning coals and rotten fish. Chamber 
pots were emptied from upper windows over the 
heads of men and women below. Thousands of 
people were injured, some were killed.  The 
founders of the Salvation Army - originally known 
as the Christian Mission - William Booth and his 
wife Catherine, preached and lived out a doctrine 
of practical Christianity. And a rival force - a ragtag 
yet violent band calling itself the Skeleton Army - 
was determined to throw a spanner in the good 
works. 

e. As recently as three years ago, columnists were 
voicing their opposition to Billy Graham. 

 
3. THE GOSPEL CHANGES THE WAY I SPEND MY MONEY 

a. (19:25) Demetrius openly admits that the problem 
is money. They make these idols, and fewer people 
buying them means less money. 

b. The gospel is a financial threat to those who deal in 
idolatry and vice. 

c. The gospel is a financial threat to drug dealers, 
pimps, pornographers, human traffickers, abortion 
providers, casino operators and a host of others 
who benefit from people being unsaved. 



d. Of course, if those who make their money from 
these things turn to Christ, He will provide them a 
new occupation. 

e. We have been fighting a lot of our battles the 
wrong way, by trying to change laws instead of 
trying to change hearts. 

f. “This is how we should endeavor to change society. 
“I wish the gospel would affect the trade of 
London; I wish it might. There are some trades that 
need affecting, need to be cut a little shorter…Not 
by an Act of Parliament! Let Acts of Parliament 
leave us alone. We can fight that battle alone. But 
may it come to an end by the spread of the 
gospel…I have no faith in any reformation that 
does not come through men’s hearts being 
changed.” (Spurgeon) 

 
4. THE GOSPEL CHANGES MY IDENTITY 

a. The pride of the people of Ephesus was the temple 
of Artemis. 

b. It was one of the Seven Wonders of the World.  
c. The people of Ephesus were beginning to think of 

themselves less as Ephesians and more as 
Christians. 

d. Americans have a way of identifying themselves as 
Americans first. But what if we were to think of 
ourselves as disciples of Christ first. 

e. What if we lived as citizens of the Kingdom of God 
instead? 

f. We must allow ourselves to be transformed by the 
gospel. We must also encourage others to do the 
same. That is how we meet our opposition; we 
attempt to win them to Christ. Then they become 
our brother or sister instead of our opponent. 

 
CONCLUSION:  



 Paul was used to opposition to the gospel. When we first 
met him, he was opposition to the gospel! What changed for him 
was an encounter with Jesus. That’s also what changed for many 
people whom he encountered. If we are disciples of Christ, that’s 
also what happened to us. That means that we do not go to the 
same places we used to go, do the same things that we used to 
do, or buy the same things that we used to buy, because we now 
know that these things do not please God. 
 We will run into opposition if we live a life that pleases 
God. But we must let God take care of that for us. Our job is to 
bring others along with us. This is how we destroy those things 
that we are opposed to. We will not do it at the courthouse, or at 
congress, or the ballot box. We destroy the works of evil when we 
share the gospel and people get saved. 
 
What change is God demanding in your life today? 
What are you going to do about it? 
Has your life been transformed by a relationship with Christ? 
 


