
Riot at the Temple Oct 24, 2021 
Acts 21:15-36 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must be careful how I defend my religion. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will examine his heart to see if 
he is like Paul or like the crowd. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
  Last week, we discussed Paul’s farewell to the Ephesian 
elders as he was on his way to try to be in Jerusalem for 
Pentecost. In the first 14 verses of Chapter 21, Luke lists their 
stops on the way to Jerusalem. Among those is Caesarea, where 
Philip the Evangelist has settled. Yes, the Philip that was one of 
the Seven in Chapter 6 and the one who had ministry success in 
Samaria and God sent him into the desert to encounter the 
Ethiopian eunuch. Here n Caesarea, he apparently has married, 
because he has four virgin daughters who prophesy.  
 Paul also there encounters a prophet named Agabus, who 
tells him that he will be bound and delivered to the Gentiles. But 
Paul, undeterred, goes on to Jerusalem, and that is where we pick 
up today. 
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 21:15-36  
After this we got ready and went up to Jerusalem. 16Some of the 
disciples from Caesarea also went with us and brought us to 
Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we were to stay.  
17When we reached Jerusalem, the brothers and sisters 
welcomed us warmly. 18The following day Paul went in with us to 
James, and all the elders were present. 19After greeting them, he 
reported in detail what God had done among the Gentiles 
through his ministry.  
20When they heard it, they glorified God and said, “You see, 
brother, how many thousands of Jews there are who have 
believed, and they are all zealous for the law. 21But they have 
been informed about you — that you are teaching all the Jews 

https://biblehub.com/acts/21-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/21-17.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/21-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/21-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/21-20.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/21-21.htm


who are among the Gentiles to abandon Moses, telling them not 
to circumcise their children or to live according to our customs. 
22So what is to be done? They will certainly hear that you’ve 
come. 23Therefore do what we tell you: We have four men who 
have made a vow. 24Take these men, purify yourself along with 
them, and pay for them to get their heads shaved. Then everyone 
will know that what they were told about you amounts to 
nothing, but that you yourself are also careful about observing the 
law. 25With regard to the Gentiles who have believed, we have 
written a letter containing our decision that they should keep 
themselves from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from what is 
strangled, and from sexual immorality.” 
The Riot in the Temple 
26So the next day, Paul took the men, having purified himself 
along with them, and entered the temple, announcing the 
completion of the purification days when the offering would be 
made for each of them. 27When the seven days were nearly over, 
some Jews from the province of Asia saw him in the temple, 
stirred up the whole crowd, and seized him, 28shouting, “Fellow 
Israelites, help! This is the man who teaches everyone everywhere 
against our people, our law, and this place. What’s more, he also 
brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.” 
29For they had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city 
with him, and they supposed that Paul had brought him into the 
temple.  
30The whole city was stirred up, and the people rushed together. 
They seized Paul, dragged him out of the temple, and at once the 
gates were shut.  
31As they were trying to kill him, word went up to the 
commander of the regiment that all Jerusalem was in chaos. 
32Taking along soldiers and centurions, he immediately ran down 
to them. Seeing the commander and the soldiers, they stopped 
beating Paul. 33Then the commander approached, took him into 
custody, and ordered him to be bound with two chains. He asked 
who he was and what he had done. 34Some in the crowd were 
shouting one thing and some another. Since he was not able to 
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get reliable information because of the uproar, he ordered him to 
be taken into the barracks. 35When Paul got to the steps, he had 
to be carried by the soldiers because of the violence of the crowd, 
36for the mass of people followed, yelling, “Get rid of him! ” 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 Does anyone know what to believe in the political races 
we’re expected to vote in coming up? Can we trust that either 
candidate in any race is telling the truth? Almost since the 
beginning of the world, people have verbally attacked each other. 
Today, we will look at how false accusations led to Paul’s arrest 
and trial.  
 
MESSAGE: 

1. I MUST NOT MAKE FALSE ACCUSATIONS 
a. Jewish Christians made false accusations. 

21But they have been informed about you — that you are 
teaching all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to abandon 
Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children or to live 
according to our customs. 

b. Paul actually taught: 
 (1 Cor 7:17-20) Let each one live his life in the situation the Lord 
assigned when God called him. This is what I command in all the 
churches. 18Was anyone already circumcised when he was 
called? He should not undo his circumcision. Was anyone called 
while uncircumcised? He should not get circumcised. 
19Circumcision does not matter and uncircumcision does not 
matter. Keeping God’s commands is what matters. 20Let each of 
you remain in the situation in which he was called. 

c. Paul took a Nazirite vow:  
(Acts 18:18) After staying for some time, Paul said farewell to the 
brothers and sisters and sailed away to Syria, accompanied by 
Priscilla and Aquila. He shaved his head at Cenchreae because of a 
vow he had taken. 

d. Paul circumcised Timothy:  
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(Acts 16:3) Paul wanted Timothy to go with him; so he took him 
and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those 
places, since they all knew that his father was a Greek. 

e. Paul didn’t have a problem with Jews who still 
observed the law:  

(Rom 14:1-4) Welcome anyone who is weak in faith, but don’t 
argue about disputed matters. 2One person believes he may eat 
anything, while one who is weak eats only vegetables. 3One who 
eats must not look down on one who does not eat, and one who 
does not eat must not judge one who does, because God has 
accepted him. 4Who are you to judge another’s household 
servant? Before his own Lord he stands or falls. And he will stand, 
because the Lord is able to make him stand. 
 

f. Unbelieving Jews made false accusations 
(21:27-29) When the seven days were nearly over, some Jews 
from the province of Asia saw him in the temple, stirred up the 
whole crowd, and seized him, 28shouting, “Fellow Israelites, help! 
This is the man who teaches everyone everywhere against our 
people, our law, and this place. What’s more, he also brought 
Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.” 29For 
they had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with 
him, and they supposed that Paul had brought him into the 
temple. 

g. They accused Paul of teaching against their very 
identity: The people, the law, and the temple. 

h. It didn’t matter that there wasn’t any truth to it, 
because anger doesn’t care about the truth. 

 
2. ANGER DOESN’T CARE ABOUT THE TRUTH 
 

(21:31) As they were trying to kill him, word went up to the 
commander of the regiment that all Jerusalem was in chaos. 

a. They stopped beating him when the commander 
arrived. 
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(21:34) Some in the crowd were shouting one thing and some 
another. Since he was not able to get reliable information because 
of the uproar, he ordered him to be taken into the barracks. 

b. The crowd really didn’t even know why they were 
trying to kill him; they just knew he needed killing. 

c. This had to be déjà vu for Paul. Remember the riot 
at Ephesus? 

(Acts 7:54-60) When they heard these things, they were enraged 
and gnashed their teeth at him. 55Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, 
gazed into heaven. He saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at 
the right hand of God. 56He said, “Look, I see the heavens opened 
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57They 
yelled at the top of their voices, covered their ears, and together 
rushed against him. 58They dragged him out of the city and began 
to stone him. And the witnesses laid their garments at the feet of 
a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he 
called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit! ” 60He knelt down and 
cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them!” And after saying this, he fell asleep. 

d. The irony could not be lost on Paul that he was 
about to be stoned for the same “blasphemy” that 
he had accused Stephen of. 

e. His consenting to Stephen’s death was about 20-25 
years past at this point. 

 
3. IF I FOLLOW CHRIST, I WILL FACE TRIALS 

 
(21:35) When Paul got to the steps, he had to be carried by the 
soldiers because of the violence of the crowd, for the mass of 
people followed, yelling, “Get rid of him!” 

a. This is very reminiscent of the scene where the 
people yelled the same thing about our Lord 
sending Him to His cross. 

b. Like Jesus, Paul will face trials in front of governors 
and kings. 
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c. Like Jesus, Paul would face execution at the hand 
of Rome, although it would be about another seven 
years before Paul is executed. 

i. According to tradition, Paul was released 
after seeing Caesar, but was rearrested 
after the fire in Rome with many other 
Christians and beheaded. 

d. When we commit to following Jesus, we must 
remember that His footsteps are in some difficult 
places. Paul certainly knew this, and willingly 
followed. What about us? 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 When we are following Christ, we must remember the 
sacrifice He made. We must remember the false accusations He 
faced. We will also face false accusations.  Many will come from 
outside the church, such as those who accuse us of having 
outdated morals. Some will come from within the body of 
believers, such as those saying that we have to compromise our 
morals to keep people in the church. We must remember that we 
follow a perfect Savior who can do no wrong. He does not need us 
to play defense for Him. Instead, He commands us to be salt and 
light in the world. That is what we must do.  
 


