
Paul’s Defense Oct 31, 2021 
Acts 21:37-22:22 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must always be prepared to share my 
testimony. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will recognize the importance of 
sharing his testimony even if ultimately rejected. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 As you may recall, last week Paul was nearly beaten to 
death in the temple and had to be rescued by the Roman guards.  
That is where we pick up today.  
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 21:37-22:22 
As he was about to be brought into the barracks, Paul said to the 
commander, “Am I allowed to say something to you?” 
He replied, “You know how to speak Greek? 38Aren’t you the 
Egyptian who started a revolt some time ago and led four 
thousand men of the Assassins into the wilderness?”  
39Paul said, “I am a Jewish man from Tarsus of Cilicia, a citizen of 
an important city. Now I ask you, let me speak to the people.” 
40After he had given permission, Paul stood on the steps and 
motioned with his hand to the people. When there was a great 
hush, he addressed them in Aramaic:  
 
“Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defense before you.” 
2When they heard that he was addressing them in Aramaic, they 
became even quieter.3He continued, “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus 
of Cilicia but brought up in this city, educated at the feet of 
Gamaliel according to the strictness of our ancestral law. I was 
zealous for God, just as all of you are today. 4I persecuted this 
Way to the death, arresting and putting both men and women in 
jail, 5as both the high priest and the whole council of elders can 
testify about me. After I received letters from them to the 
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brothers, I traveled to Damascus to arrest those who were there 
and bring them to Jerusalem to be punished.  
Paul’s Testimony 
6“As I was traveling and approaching Damascus, about noon an 
intense light from heaven suddenly flashed around me. 7I fell to 
the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are 
you persecuting me?’ 
8“I answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ 
“He said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, the one you are 
persecuting.’ 9Now those who were with me saw the light, but 
they did not hear the voice of the one who was speaking to me.  
10“I said, ‘What should I do, Lord?’ 
“The Lord told me, ‘Get up and go into Damascus, and there you 
will be told everything that you have been assigned to do.’ 
11“Since I couldn’t see because of the brightness of the light, I 
was led by the hand by those who were with me, and went into 
Damascus. 12Someone named Ananias, a devout man according 
to the law, who had a good reputation with all the Jews living 
there, 13came and stood by me and said, ‘Brother Saul, regain 
your sight.’ And in that very hour I looked up and saw him. 14And 
he said, ‘The God of our ancestors has appointed you to know his 
will, to see the Righteous One, and to hear the words from his 
mouth, 15since you will be a witness for him to all people of what 
you have seen and heard. 16And now, why are you delaying? Get 
up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on his 
name.’  
17“After I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, I 
fell into a trance 18and saw him telling me, ‘Hurry and get out of 
Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony 
about me.’ 
19“But I said, ‘Lord, they know that in synagogue after synagogue 
I had those who believed in you imprisoned and beaten. 20And 
when the blood of your witness Stephen was being shed, I stood 
there giving approval and guarding the clothes of those who killed 
him.’  
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21“He said to me, ‘Go, because I will send you far away to the 
Gentiles.’”  
Paul’s Roman Protection 
22They listened to him up to this point. Then they raised their 
voices, shouting, “Wipe this man off the face of the earth! He 
should not be allowed to live!” 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: Highlights of my testimony 

• Encountered Christ at age 10 in Houston. 

• We moved and I was out of church until I was 13. 

• Baptized at age 14—Felt called to ministry. 

• I was not discipled properly and left church at 18. 

• My life was falling apart when I returned to church at age 
28. 

• I began obeying God’s call on my life even if I didn’t 
understand it. 

• Today, God has given me the privilege preaching the 
gospel here every week. 

 
There are three things that are essential when sharing your 
testimony that Paul demonstrates for us here. A testimony is 
simply “What I was like”, “How I met Jesus”, and “What my life is 
like now.” Let’s look at each of these! 
 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. WHAT I WAS LIKE 
a. Paul tells about his upbringing and what led him to 

be who he was. 
b. In Paul’s case his Roman citizenship and education 

by Pharisees would situate him perfectly for the 
work that God had planned for him. 

c. Paul was religious, but was rejecting Christ, and 
actively persecuting and killing Christ’s followers. 
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d. Romans 5:10 “For if, while we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God through the death of his 
Son, then how much more, having been reconciled, 
will we be saved by his life.” 

e. This is the whole point. Previously, we were 
enemies of God and now, those of us who have 
accepted Christ are no longer His enemies. 

(22:4-5) I persecuted this Way to the death, arresting and putting 
both men and women in jail, as both the high priest and the 
whole council of elders can testify about me. After I received 
letters from them to the brothers, I traveled to Damascus to 
arrest those who were there and bring them to Jerusalem to be 
punished. 

f. In his testimony, he is admitting the wrong that he 
did. 

g. As his testimony goes on, he talks about consenting 
to Stephen’s death. 

h. While Paul was formerly an enemy of God, his 
encounter with Jesus changed him. 

 
2. HOW I MET JESUS 

a. Paul had that minute when he recognized his sin. 
 
(22:6-8) “As I was traveling and approaching Damascus, about 
noon an intense light from heaven suddenly flashed around me. I 
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why 
are you persecuting me?’  “I answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ “He 
said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, the one you are persecuting. 
 

a. He heard the voice of Jesus and responded. 
a. He was humbled and broken. 
b. He was blind and had to be led by the hand 

to Damascus. 
c. He fasted for three days. 

b. Paul’s telling of his encounter with Jesus included 
details such as time of day, what he saw, what he 



specifically remembered. Yours and mine may or 
may not be that dramatic. 

 
 

3. WHAT MY LIFE IS LIKE NOW 
a. There was a call on his life immediately on 

encountering Jesus. He would obey that call even if 
he thought it should be different. 

i. Paul thought he would be the perfect one 
to convince Jews. It didn’t go well. 

ii. Jesus used him mostly to convert Gentiles. 
b. Paul told of his experience with Jesus since his 

conversion, such as being told to get out of 
Jerusalem. 

i. 20 or so years past, right after his 
conversion. 

ii. Going to the Gentiles where God had sent 
him. 

c. He went from head persecutor to head 
cheerleader. 

d. How is your life different since encountering Jesus? 
 
CONCLUSION:  
 We’ve learned a couple of things about the ways that Paul 
attempted to reach people with the gospel over the last several 
weeks. We saw that he reasoned with people from the scriptures, 
and that some believed. Today, we have seen the importance of 
testimony. “I used to be just like you.” We also have to realize 
that no matter how earnestly we plead with people from the 
scriptures and how we share our testimony with them, many will 
reject Christ. We are not responsible for that. We are responsible 
to share the gospel. 
 
QUESTIONS: 

1. When was the last time you shared your testimony with 
someone? 



2. Are you afraid to share your testimony? 
3. What could possibly happen if you do? 
4. Do you have a testimony to share? 

  


