
I Appeal to Caesar Nov. 7, 2021 
Acts 25:1-12 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must keep government in the proper 
perspective. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will recognize that while 
government authority is given by God, it is no substitute for God. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 Last week, we listened as Paul made the appeal to the 
Jewish people from the steps outside the temple where they had 
tried to kill him. The next day, Paul would be brought before the 
Sanhedrin. This trial turned violent, so the commander removed 
him back to their barracks. That night, the Lord revealed to Paul 
that he must testify in Rome. Meanwhile, the Jews plot to 
assassinate Paul, but make the mistake of doing so in front of his 
nephew. So, the Romans sneak Paul to Caesarea overnight, and 
that is where he will remain for the next two years. He’ll appear in 
front of the governor, Felix, several times, mostly because Felix 
wanted a bribe from him. Then, Felix is replaced by Festus, and 
Paul’s still sitting in jail in Caesarea. That’s where we pick up 
today.  
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 25:1-12 
Three days after Festus arrived in the province, he went up to 
Jerusalem from Caesarea. 2The chief priests and the leaders of 
the Jews presented their case against Paul to him; and they 
appealed, 3asking for a favor against Paul, that Festus summon 
him to Jerusalem. They were, in fact, preparing an ambush along 
the road to kill him. 4Festus, however, answered that Paul should 
be kept at Caesarea, and that he himself was about to go there 
shortly. 5“Therefore,” he said, “let those of you who have 
authority go down with me and accuse him, if he has done 
anything wrong.” 

https://biblehub.com/acts/25-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/25-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/25-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/25-5.htm


6When he had spent not more than eight or ten days among 
them, he went down to Caesarea. The next day, seated at the 
tribunal, he commanded Paul to be brought in. 7When he arrived, 
the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood around him 
and brought many serious charges that they were not able to 
prove. 8Then Paul made his defense: “Neither against the Jewish 
law, nor against the temple, nor against Caesar have I sinned in 
any way.” 
9But Festus, wanting to do the Jews a favor, replied to Paul, “Are 
you willing to go up to Jerusalem to be tried before me there on 
these charges?” 
10Paul replied, “I am standing at Caesar’s tribunal, where I ought 
to be tried. I have done no wrong to the Jews, as even you 
yourself know very well. 11If then I did anything wrong and am 
deserving of death, I am not trying to escape death; but if there is 
nothing to what these men accuse me of, no one can give me up 
to them. I appeal to Caesar!”  
12Then after Festus conferred with his council, he replied, “You 
have appealed to Caesar; to Caesar you will go.” 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 So, we had an election this week. I know several who are 
very happy with the results. Some of you are happy that a friend 
and neighbor won a seat as a delegate. I’m happy that our first 
female Lieutenant Governor is a Marine. Some of you are happy 
that the red team won, and the blue team lost. I was talking to a 
friend who was very excited by this, like his favorite sports team 
had won. I honest think that’s the way most people watch the 
elections. They’ve picked the team they like and root for them. 
 So, it’s funny that we get to a passage this week that lends 
itself to the discussion of government. Today, we’re going to 
briefly see a wrong use of government and a right use of 
government. While we do this, I want us to consider, what is my 
role in the political environment we are in? 
 

https://biblehub.com/acts/25-6.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/25-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/25-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/25-9.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/25-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/25-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/25-12.htm


MESSAGE: 
1. WRONG USE OF GOVERNMENT 

(25:2-3) The chief priests and the leaders of the Jews presented 
their case against Paul to him; and they appealed, asking for a 
favor against Paul, that Festus summon him to Jerusalem. They 
were, in fact, preparing an ambush along the road to kill him. 

a. These religious leaders tried to use the government 
to get Paul into a place they could kill him. 

b. In Chapter 24, they tried to get the governor to 
pronounce judgment on him by accusing him 
falsely. 

c. In Luke 23, they falsely accused Jesus to Pilate. In 
John’s account, they basically blackmail Pilate into 
executing Him. (John 19:12). 

d. Acts 24:26 tells that Felix was hoping for a bribe 
from Paul. Using government for personal gain is 
clearly wrong. 

e. (Eccl. 5:8-9) If you see oppression of the poor and 
perversion of justice and righteousness in the 
province, don’t be astonished at the situation, 
because one official protects another official, and 
higher officials protect them. The profit from the 
land is taken by all; the king is served by the field. 

f. No government, short of the reign of Christ is 
perfect. 

g. Even America has abuse and misuse of 
government. 

i. Engaging in unjust wars 
ii. Passing unjust laws 

iii. Out of control spending 
iv. Oppressive legislation 

h. These uses of government are wrong and must be 
opposed, whichever side of the political aisle 
commits them. 

 
2. RIGHT USE OF GOVERNMENT 



(25:10-11) Paul replied, “I am standing at Caesar’s tribunal, where 
I ought to be tried. I have done no wrong to the Jews, as even you 
yourself know very well. If then I did anything wrong and am 
deserving of death, I am not trying to escape death; but if there is 
nothing to what these men accuse me of, no one can give me up 
to them. I appeal to Caesar! 

a. As a Roman citizen, Paul had the right to appeal to 
Caesar.  

b. This process of course meant a long delay. 
c. He saw that he was not going to be acquitted. The 

Jews were going to continue to try to kill him. 
d. This was not the first time Paul used his Roman 

citizenship to protect himself. 
i. (22:25) To prevent being beaten by the 

commander. 
ii. (16:37-40) To extract an apology from the 

Philippian officials. 
e. It is appropriate for us to use the law and the 

government to protect ourselves from injustice. 
f. It is appropriate to pray for our government 

officials. 
i. (1 Tim 2:2) Pray for kings and those in 

authority. 
ii. It is appropriate to do this whether our 

candidate won or lost. 
g. Paul used his citizenship to get to where God 

wanted him.  
 
CONCLUSION:  
 If we now have a state government which may be more 
friendly to the cause of Christ, then this is the time to take 
advantage of the moment. While things might be easier for us for 
a couple of years, it is not the time to rest. It is time to do 
kingdom work. It is the time for us to advance the kingdom. We 
are not here to force Christ’s kingdom on earth. He has already 



won the victory. We are here to announce it. Let’s commit to 
doing that this week. 
 
  


