
Without Hindrance Nov. 14, 2021 
Acts 28:16-31 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must not allow anything to hinder the 
proclamation of the gospel. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will examine what obstacles he 
has to sharing the gospel. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 When we left off last week, Paul was being tried before 
Festus, and realizing that he was not going to receive a fair trial, 
exercised the nuclear option which was the appeal to Caesar. This 
means that he is going to have to go to Rome to be tried there. A 
few days after his appeal, before he can be moved, he has the 
chance to defend himself in front of Herod Agrippa, who doesn’t 
find any fault in him. He gives his testimony, which we’re all 
familiar with, and Agrippa is almost persuaded to become a 
Christian. Then, under arrest, Paul is put on a ship to Rome. On 
the way, they get shipwrecked in Malta. There, Paul has a ministry 
while they’re waiting on another ship, and he heals the leader’s 
father from dysentery during that time. Then, they get on another 
ship and sail for Rome. We pick up today, at the conclusion of 
Acts, with Paul’s arrival in Rome.   
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 28:16-31, CSB. 
 
When we entered Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself with the 
soldier who guarded him.  
 
17After three days he called together the leaders of the Jews. When 
they had gathered he said to them, “Brothers, although I have done 
nothing against our people or the customs of our ancestors, I was 
delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 
18After they examined me, they wanted to release me, since there was 
no reason for the death penalty in my case. 19Because the Jews 
objected, I was compelled to appeal to Caesar; even though I had no 

https://biblehub.com/acts/28-17.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/28-18.htm
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charge to bring against my people. 20For this reason I’ve asked to see 
you and speak to you. In fact, it is for the hope of Israel that I’m wearing 
this chain.”  
21Then they said to him, “We haven’t received any letters about you 
from Judea. None of the brothers has come and reported or spoken 
anything evil about you. 22But we want to hear what your views are, 
since we know that people everywhere are speaking against this sect.”  
 
23After arranging a day with him, many came to him at his lodging. 
From dawn to dusk he expounded and testified about the kingdom of 
God. He tried to persuade them about Jesus from both the Law of 
Moses and the Prophets. 24Some were persuaded by what he said, but 
others did not believe.  
25Disagreeing among themselves, they began to leave after Paul made 
one statement: “The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your ancestors 
through the prophet Isaiah 26when he said, 
Go to these people and say: 
You will always be listening, 
but never understanding; 
and you will always be looking, 
but never perceiving. 
27For the hearts of these people 
have grown callous, 
their ears are hard of hearing, 
and they have shut their eyes; 
otherwise they might see with their eyes 
and hear with their ears, 
understand with their heart 
and turn, 
and I would heal them.  
28Therefore, let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been 
sent to the Gentiles; they will listen.”  
 
30Paul stayed two whole years in his own rented house. And he 
welcomed all who visited him, 31proclaiming the kingdom of God and 
teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without 
hindrance. 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
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 Can you believe that we’ve been in Acts since April? In that 
time, we have covered almost 30 years of Church history, our 
history, from Christ’s ascension to Paul’s first Roman 
imprisonment. This was a very exciting time for the church. We’ve 
seen the gospel spread, churches planted, and many lives 
changed with the good news of Christ. Through much of this 
book, we have followed the adventures of Paul from his 
encounter with the risen Christ, through three missionary 
journeys, and the time during which he wrote most of the New 
Testament books. My argument the whole time is that we need to 
get back to being like the first Christians, who trusted Christ for 
everything, faced persecution with faith and dignity, and were not 
weighed down with the cares of the world. To finish out, we are 
going to look at Paul’s time awaiting trial in Rome and see how he 
used his time, his situation, and his limited freedom to continue to 
impact the world for Christ. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. I MUST MAKE USE OF THE TIME I HAVE 
a. Paul called the Jewish leaders to meet him. 

i. He wanted to know what they had heard. 
ii. He wanted to present the gospel to them. 

iii. There was already a Christian community in 
Rome. Paul had written Romans while in 
Corinth on his way to Jerusalem. 

iv. The Jews would have stayed away from the 
Christians because of the rumors about 
them and having been previously expelled 
from Rome by Claudius. 

b. (28:30-31) He welcomed all who visited him, 
proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching 
about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness. 

c. During this time, Paul wrote Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, and Philemon. 

d. How easy would it have been to just ride out his 
time as a prisoner without accomplishing anything? 



e. “These two years were not wasted, and God didn’t 

waste Paul’s time in Rome. God never wastes our 

time, though we may waste it by not sensing God’s 

purpose for our lives at the moment.” (Guzik 2017) 

f. How easy is it for us to be distracted by the world 
and the things around us instead of using our time 
for Christ? 

 
2. I MUST MAKE USE OF THE SITUATION I HAVE 

a. Since Paul lived in a rented house, he likely 
continued making tents in order to pay for it. 

b. “He was a prisoner, and therefore was not allowed 

to go out to preach in the synagogues, or the 

“churches” in the houses of this or that disciple, or 

the open places of the city, but his friends were 

allowed free access to him, and in this way there 

was probably a wider and more effectual opening 

for his personal influence than if he had spoken 

publicly, and so exposed himself to the risk of an 

organised antagonism. What seemed at first a 

hindrance to his work was so ordered, as he 

afterwards acknowledged, that it fell out “rather 

unto the furtherance of the gospel” (Philippians 

1:12).” (Ellicott 1979) 

c. (Philippians 1:12-13) Now I want you to know, 
brothers and sisters, that what has happened to 
me has actually advanced the gospel, so that it has 
become known throughout the whole imperial 
guard, and to everyone else, that my imprisonment 
is because I am in Christ. 

i. Guards were on four-hour shifts. 
ii. Paul’s right wrist was chained to the guard’s 

left. 
iii. It appears that Paul was constantly sharing 

Christ. 



d. Have I made use of my location, my time, my 
position for the sake of Christ? 

 
3. I MUST BE UNHINDERED 

a. Even though Paul was a prisoner, God brought 
people to him to hear the gospel. 

b. He didn’t let being a prisoner stop him. 
c. He didn’t let being chained to a guard stop him. 
d. There is also no indication that the “thorn in the 

flesh” of 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 had been removed 
from him. Some think that this could have included 
migraines or partial blindness from his stoning in 
Acts 14:29. “My grace is sufficient for you.” 

e. In fact, if we think back through the book of Acts, 
Paul was not hindered from sharing the gospel by 
riots, beatings, stoning, imprisonment, illness, 
shipwreck, snakebite, betrayal, or anything else 
that happened to him.  

f. So, what stops us? 
i. Inconvenience? 

ii. Fear? 
iii. Lack of confidence? 
iv. Dislike of “those people”? 
v. It’s not my job? 

 
4. I MUST REALIZE THAT THE WORK CONTINUES 

a. Look at the abrupt ending of Acts. 
i. Is part of it missing? 

ii. Did Luke intend to write another volume? 
iii. Is it left this way for a purpose? 
iv. It’s not very satisfying, is it? 

b. Luke’s participation ends in vs. 16, the last of the 
“we passages.” 

c. What we know from other sources is that after this 
two years, Paul was released, likely because the 



Jews didn’t show up for a trial they knew they 
couldn’t win. 

d. Paul went to a few places, maybe even as far as 
Spain, but was rearrested in Troas after Nero 
blamed the Christians for the Great Fire of Rome. 
Paul was subsequently beheaded. 

e. I think that the reason that we don’t have a 
satisfactory conclusion to Acts is because the work 
begun in the book continues to this day. 

f. (Acts 1:1-2) I wrote the first narrative, Theophilus, 
about all that Jesus began to do and teach until the 
day he was taken up, after he had given 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 
he had chosen.  

g. The work continues, and each of us must embrace 
our role in Christ’s work while we are on this earth. 

 
CONCLUSION:  

• Have you made use of your time and your situation 
for Christ? There’s still time. 

• What is the kingdom work that God has given you? 

• Have you been allowing something to hinder you in 
the work? 

• What is your commitment to our Lord today? 
 
  


