
One Mediator Nov. 21, 2021 
1 Timothy 2:1-6 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must be thankful for Jesus’ sacrifice and pray 
that others receive Him. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will examine his prayer life and 
see if it falls short in praying for certain people. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 1 Timothy is one of the three books of the New Testament 
known as the pastoral epistles, along with 2 Timothy and Titus. 
You may remember that when we concluded Acts last week that 
Paul was in prison in Rome. After being released that time, Paul is 
traveling again and discovers that problems have arisen with the 
church in Ephesus. So, Paul leaves Timothy in Ephesus to 
straighten things out and follows up later with this letter. It 
addresses things like false teaching, church leadership, and 
conduct during the worship service. It’s in this context that we 
look at this passage today. 
   
SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-6 
1First of all, then, I urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all those who 
are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all 
godliness and dignity. 3This is good, and it pleases God our Savior, 
4who wants everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth.  
5For there is one God and one mediator between God and 
mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for 
all, a testimony at the proper time. 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 In June 2019, Pastor David Platt, the pastor of McLean 
Bible Church in Vienna, Virginia was told at about the end of the 
service that President Trump was stopping by and wanted the 
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church to pray for him. So, Platt brought the president on stage 
and prayed for him. There were people in this congregation hurt 
by this decision, but ultimately, Platt decided that obeying the 
scriptural teaching was the right call. Today, we’re going to 
examine what this passage means for us. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. WE MUST PRAY THANKFULLY 
a. (2:1) “First of all”: Paul is beginning a section about 

the conduct of the church. “First of all” means that 
this is his primary concern.  

b. While this can (and should) be applied to our 
individual prayers, that is not what is being 
discussed here. 

c. The very next passage talks about the conduct of 
men and women in the worship service. 

d. The chapter before is talking about false teaching. 
Paul does not say, these verses apply to the church, 
the next verses apply to the individual, and then 
the following verses are for the church again. That 
would be a terrible way to organize writing. 

e. What the Holy Spirit has inspired the Apostle Paul 
to say in this passage is that the church must be a 
praying church! 

f. Part of this command to be a praying church is to 
pray thankfully (vs 1). 

g. We should be praying in thankfulness for our 
salvation. 

h. We should be praying in thankfulness for the 
blessings we have been given. 

i. We are to pray thankfully for our leaders (vs 2) “for 
kings and all those who are in authority, so that we 
may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all dignity. 

j. (Vs. 3) This is good, and it pleases God our Savior. 
k. In addition to praying thankfully, we must pray 

boldly. 



 
2. WE MUST PRAY BOLDLY 

a. Verse 1 mentions petitions and intercessions. 
b. This means that we are to ask God for things. Of 

course, these things must be in line with His will, 
but we get to ask Him for things. 

c. Intercessions is when we ask for something for 
someone else. We often do this in asking for 
healing for those with sicknesses.  

d. (James 5:13-15) Is anyone among you suffering? He 
should pray. Is anyone cheerful? He should sing 
praises. Is anyone among you sick? He should call 
for the elders of the church and they are to pray 
over him anointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick person, 
and the Lord will raise him up; if he has committed 
sins, he will be forgiven. 

e. By the way, these prayers and intercessions are not 
just for people in the church or in our families. 
Verse 1 says, “I urge that petitions, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for 
everyone.” This includes those that we don’t like! 

f. We are given a good reason for that, which is that 
“God our Savior wants everyone to be saved and 
come to the knowledge of the truth. 

 
3. WE MUST PRAY EVANGELISTICALLY 

a. (vs. 5-6) For there is one God and one mediator 
between God and humanity, the man Christ Jesus, 
who gave himself as a ransom for all, a testimony 
at the proper time. 

b. People who are lost do not have their prayers 
heard.  

c. People who are lost do not know Christ, or even 
that they need Him. But we do. 



d. (John 14:6) Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” 

e. (Vs. 3-4) This is good, and it pleases God our Savior, 
who wants everyone to be saved and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth. 

f. We cannot understand this to mean that everyone 
will be saved, but that God wants everyone to 
believe. 

g. We must pray for those who are lost. This can take 
dedication. How many of you are still praying for 
your “one”? We did that series in September 2019. 

h. What would happen if we prayed for the gospel to 
be presented to world leaders? Sure, it might take 
a while and they might ultimately reject the gospel, 
but what if some of our political leaders got saved? 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 I know that we are tempted to pray half-heartedly and to 
not take our prayer time seriously. I know that people often don’t 
care about prayer. On average, for churches that still have 
Wednesday night prayer meetings, attendance is a fraction of 
what the Sunday morning attendance is. When I tried them here, 
only a handful of people would attend. I don’t know why we don’t 
want to pray together, but it is time for the church to take prayer 
and thankfulness more seriously. 
 
FOUR QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you hear God saying to you? 
2. What keeps you from doing that? 
3. If you were to do that, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who are you going to tell? 

  


