
A Baptism of Repentance Dec. 5, 2021 
Luke 3:1-14 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  My religion should be demonstrated in my 
treatment of others. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will be inspired to do something 
for the benefit of others during the Christmas season. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 You may recall that Luke’s gospel was written as a 
historical narrative, designed to prove the validity of the teaching 
of Christ and the early church. Today, we will be looking at His 
account of the ministry of John the Baptizer. This account is found 
in Chapter 3, starting in verse 1.   
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 3:1-14 (CSB) 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, while 
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod was tetrarch of 
Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Iturea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, God’s word came to John the 
son of Zechariah in the wilderness, 3He went into all the vicinity of 
the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of 
the prophet Isaiah: 
A voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
Prepare the way for the Lord; 
make his paths straight! 
5Every valley will be filled, 
and every mountain and hill will be made low;  
the crooked will become straight, 
the rough ways smooth, 
6and everyone will see the salvation of God.  
7He then said to the crowds who came out to be baptized by him, 
“Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming 
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wrath? 8Therefore produce fruit consistent with repentance. And 
don’t start saying to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ 
for I tell you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham 
from these stones. 9The ax is already at the root of the trees. 
Therefore, every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown into the fire.”  
10“What then should we do?” the crowds were asking him. 
11He replied to them, “The one who has two shirts must share 
with someone who has none, and the one who has food must do 
the same.”  
12Tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they asked him, 
“Teacher, what should we do?”  
13He told them, “Don’t collect any more than what you have 
been authorized.” 
14Some soldiers also questioned him, “What should we do?” 
He said to them, “Don’t take money from anyone by force or false 
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 In 1739, John Wesley took to preaching in the fields after 
being banned from preaching in most churches in London. The 
reason for his ban? Pastors did not want him telling their 
congregations that we are saved by faith and not works. So he 
went to the fields and preached to the poor, unchurched coal 
miners, sharing God’s love with them. This became a great revival. 
Often, revival happens in the unlikeliest of places, such as the 
wilderness of Judah, which is where we encounter John the 
Baptist. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. REVIVAL IN AN UNLIKELY PLACE 
a. (2b) God’s word came to John the son of Zechariah 

in the wilderness. 

https://biblehub.com/luke/3-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/3-9.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/3-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/3-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/3-12.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/3-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/3-14.htm


i. Zechariah was a priest. (Lk. 1) His son John 
was born a priest. He would have been 
expected to serve in the temple. 

ii. Why did God lead Him into the wilderness? 
b. Jesus often got alone with God to hear from Him. 

i. After feeding the 5,000. 
ii. Before choosing the twelve. 

iii. In the Garden of Gethsemane. 
c. Perhaps John went into the wilderness in protest of 

the corruption at the temple. 
i. Rome was picking the high priest on a 

whim. 
ii. The priesthood made and enforced rules for 

the people, making life even harder for 
them. 

iii. (Lk. 1:80) The child grew and became 
spiritually strong, and he was in the 
wilderness until the day of his public 
appearance to Israel. 

d. Perhaps John was in the wilderness to make living 
out his Nazirite vow easier (Luke 1:13-15) 

e. Perhaps God’s purpose in putting John out there 
was to had more to do with the motives of those 
who came to hear him. 

i. It took effort to get out to the desert to 
hear John preach. 

ii. You likely don’t do that unless you are 
looking for something you can’t find where 
you are. 

(Lk. 7:24) After John’s messengers left, he began to speak to the 
crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to 
see? A reed swaying in the wind? What then did you go out to 
see? A man dressed in soft clothes? See, those who are splendidly 
dressed and live in luxury are in royal palaces. What then did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. This is the one about whom it is written: See, I am 



sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your way 
before you. 

f. There may have been some that wandered out to 
see the spectacle, but the people who came to 
hear him were mostly looking to hear from God. 

g. Sometimes we have to get outside of our daily lives 
in order to hear from God. 

h. Not only was the place of his preaching unusual, 
but his message wasn’t necessarily gentle. 

 
2. A PREACHER WITH AN UNPOPULAR MESSAGE 

(3:7) He then said to the crowds who came out to be baptized by 
him, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming 
wrath? Therefore produce fruit consistent with repentance. And 
don’t start saying to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ 
for I tell you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham 
from these stones. The ax is already at the root of the trees. 
Therefore, every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown into the fire.” 

a. This would not have been popular. 
b. These were God’s chosen people. Why was he 

talking mean to them? 
c. It would sort of be like preaching today that going 

to church doesn’t make you a Christian any more 
than sitting in a garage makes you a car. 

d. In commanding them to “produce fruit consistent 
with repentance,” John is telling them to let their 
actions show that they have changed. 

e. Baptism is a sign of repentance, but it is only a 
beginning. 

 
3. A SIGN OF REPENTANCE 

a. Baptism was not uncommon, but it was unusual for 
Jews to submit to baptism as a sign of repentance. 

b. This was a ritual cleansing that was usually done to 
Gentiles who wanted to convert to Judaism. 



c. For a Jew to submit to baptism was to proclaim 
that “I am as unclean as a Gentile.” 

d. This was, for these people, the end of self-
deception. 

e. (Gal. 6:7-8) Don’t be deceived: God is not mocked. 
For whatever a person sows he also will reap, 
because the one who sows to his flesh will reap 
destruction from the flesh, but the one who sows 
to the Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit. 

f. (James 1:22) But be doers of the word and not 
hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 

g. (1 John 1:8) If we say, “We have no sin,” we are 
deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say, “We have not sinned,” 
we make him a liar and his word is not in us. 

h. A big part of how we deceive ourselves is by not 
recognizing the seriousness of our sin. All sin is 
serious, even the ones we like. 

i. The people trekking out into the wilderness to be 
baptized by John, this brood of vipers fleeing the 
coming wrath, they realized how sinful they were, 
and wanted to turn away from their sins. 

 
4. A LIFESTYLE OF REPENTANCE 

a. Based on what we’re told, the chief problem with 
those who came to him appears to have been 
greed.  

b. When they asked, “What then should we do?” he 
gave them practical things to do. 

i. (3:11) The one who has two shirts must 
share with someone who has none, and the 
one who has food must do the same. 

ii. By the way, Martha is needing food and 
men’s clothing for the people she serves. 



iii. (3:12) Tax collectors came to be baptized. 
1. These were considered traitors. 
2. He told them not to collect any 

more than they were authorized. 
iv. (3:14) Soldiers also came to him. 

1. Don’t take money by force or false 
accusation and be satisfied with 
your wages. 

c. Do you see how all of this points to greed being the 
problem? 

d. They recognized their sin, confessed it, repented of 
it, and hopefully went on to live generous lives. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 Of course, John’s whole point was to prepare the way for 
Jesus, which he did. Shortly after the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, 
John would be arrested and eventually executed. Of course, his 
cousin Jesus would also be executed, but in a much different 
manner. The Jesus that John paved the way for would die for your 
sins and mine. Then He would be raised from the dead on the 
third day. Perhaps today, you wish to respond to His sacrifice on 
your behalf. This involves repentance, just as John talked about. It 
means that you are ready to have your life changed for good. Are 
you ready to take that step today? 
 


