
Sing For Joy! Dec. 12, 2021 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must rejoice in the Lord’s salvation, 
restoration, and protection. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will use this season to rejoice in 
the good things that God has provided for His people. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 For about half a century, the King of Judah, Manasseh, led 
the people further and further into idolatry, building back up the 
places of pagan worship that his father had taken down. 
Manasseh had strongly resisted the religious reforms put in place 
by his father, the good King Hezekiah. Now, the people were 
engaged in superstition, worship of the stars, and human sacrifice. 
(Guthrie, et al. 1984). It has been a couple of generations since 
the nation has heard from a prophet. Then Zephaniah enters the 
picture. 
 The prophecy of Zephaniah, along with a new King Josiah, 
led to a revival of sorts in the land for a time. It would be short-
lived, and God would use the nation of Babylon to judge His 
people. But God revealed to Zephaniah that a restoration would 
take place. That is the part of this prophecy that we will take a 
look at today.   
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Zephaniah 3:14-20, CSB 
 
14Sing for joy, Daughter Zion; 
shout loudly, Israel! 
Be glad and celebrate with all your heart, 
Daughter Jerusalem! 
15The Lord has removed your punishment; 
he has turned back your enemy. 
The King of Israel, the Lord, is among you; 
you need no longer fear harm. 

https://biblehub.com/zephaniah/3-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/zephaniah/3-15.htm


16On that day it will be said to Jerusalem: 
“Do not fear; 
Zion, do not let your hands grow weak.  
17The Lord your God is among you, 
a warrior who saves. 
He will rejoice over you with gladness. 
He will be quiet in his love. 
He will delight in you with singing.”  
18I will gather those who have been driven 
from the appointed festivals; 
they will be a tribute from you 
and a reproach on her.  
19Yes, at that time 
I will deal with all who oppress you. 
I will save the lame and gather the outcasts;  
I will make those who were disgraced 
throughout the earth 
receive praise and fame. 
20At that time I will bring you back, 
yes, at the time I will gather you. 
I will give you fame and praise 
among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes before your eyes. 
The Lord has spoken. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 I remember as a child the worst thing I could ever hear. 
“Wait until your father gets home!” When I heard this, I was 
usually sent to bed to wait until whenever Dad was done for work 
that day. I would listen in terror for the car to pull up, then for 
Mom to tell him what I had done wrong. Then there was the 
sound of boots coming to the bedroom. Then the stunning display 
of the one-handed belt removal. You know what happened next. 
But what if my punishment could be removed. How happy would I 
have been! 

https://biblehub.com/zephaniah/3-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/zephaniah/3-17.htm
https://biblehub.com/zephaniah/3-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/zephaniah/3-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/zephaniah/3-20.htm


 
MESSAGE: 

1. REJOICE IN THE REMOVAL OF PUNISHMENT 
a. (3:15) The Lord has removed your punishment. 
b. The land of Judah is facing the loss of their land and 

their way of life and didn’t accept that. 
c. Punishment has the purpose of removing sin. 
d. When you that are parents punished your children 

growing up, what was the purpose? 
e. The people had sinned grievously. 

i. Idolatry 
ii. Child sacrifice 

iii. Turning away from their God. 
f. We have also sinned grievously! 

i. We have put other things before God. 
ii. We have turned away from His will for us. 

g. We all deserve punishment; however, we do not 
have to receive eternal punishment. 

h. How grateful should we be that our punishment for 
our grievous sins has been removed from us. We 
should be singing for joy! 

i. (Isaiah 53:5) But he was pierced because of our 
rebellion, crushed because of our iniquities; 
punishment for our peace was on him, and we are 
healed by his wounds. 

j. We love to think of the baby in the manger this 
time of year, but we need to remember the Savior 
on the cross accepting the death that was rightly 
ours. 

k. Of course, His removal of our punishment requires 
our repentance.  

l. Did any of you ever not receive a punishment that 
you deserved as a child? 

m. Of course, there is so much more to being a 
Christian than having our punishment removed. 
We also can and should rejoice in God’s protection. 



 
2. REJOICE IN GOD’S PROTECTION 

a. (3:15b) He has turned back your enemy. The King 
of Israel, the Lord, is among you; you need no 
longer fear harm. 

b. “The cause for joy: "The Lord hath taken away thy 

judgments," namely, those sent by Him upon thee. 

After the taking away of sin (Zep 3:13 ) follows the 

taking away of trouble. When the cause is 

removed, the effect will cease. Happiness follows 

in the wake of holiness.” (Jamieson, Faussett and 

Brown 1871) 

c. (3:17) The Lord your God is among you, a warrior 
who saves. 

d. Why do we spend so much time fighting battles 
that God has already won? 

Hiroo Onoda: "[Onoda] He was deployed to Lubang island in the 
Philippines to fight the Allied forces. In 1945, Onoda came across 
pamphlets dropped on the island by the U.S. military that said the war 
had ended. ... He thought it was a trick by the United States. He 
continued using his guerrilla tactics in the belief that the war was still 
not over. 

"In 1974, Norio Suzuki, an adventurer who traveled extensively, 

encountered Onoda on the island. Suzuki explained that the war 

was long over, but Onoda responded: 'I will not quit fighting 

unless there is an order that relieves me of my duty.' 

"Onoda returned to Japan in March 1974 after his wartime 

commander landed on the island and ordered Onoda to lay down 

his arms."1 

e. Our enemy is already defeated, even if he refuses 
to be aware of his defeat. 

 
1 Mark Memmott. “Japanese Soldier Who Fought On for 29 Years After WWII 

Dies” at NPR. https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-

way/2014/01/17/263350879/japanese-soldier-who-fought-on-for-29-years-after-

wwii-dies 



f. We are protected from not only the punishment 
for our sin, but the compulsion of sin. 

g. Yes, bad things can still happen to Christians. But as 
citizens of His kingdom, we are protected from 
eternal harm. 

h. (Matt. 10:28) Don’t fear those who kill the body 
but are not able to kill the soul; rather, fear him 
who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

i. Not only must we rejoice in the removal of our 
punishment and His protection of us, but we must 
also rejoice in His restoration of us. 

 
3. REJOICE IN RESTORATION 

a. Have you seen those people who take old worn-out 
homes and restore them to their former glory? Or 
old furniture and make something new out of it? 
God restores us to how we should be. 

b. (3:18) I will gather those who have been driven 
from the appointed festivals. 

c. (3:20) At that time I will bring you back, yes, at the 
time I will gather you. 

d. The original sin in the garden severed man’s 
intimate relationship with his Creator.  

e. God has promised to gather us back into 
relationship. 

f. (3:17) He will delight in you with singing. 
g. We should also delight in Him with singing. 
h. Remember the prodigal son? (Luke 15) 
i. We are restored to relationship, but not fully 

perfected yet. How much more will our rejoicing be 
then? 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 How about you? Have you had the punishment for your 
sins removed from you? Are you living in God’s protection and 
restoration? If so, are you celebrating that with joy? What 



prevents you from rejoicing loudly today? If you are not certain of 
your standing with God, we can take care of that today. 
 
FOUR QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you hear God saying to you? 
2. What keeps you from doing that? 
3. If you were to do that, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who are you going to tell? 

  
 


