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SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 4:16-30, CSB 

He came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. As usual, he 

entered the synagogue on the Sabbath day and stood up to read. 

17The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him, and unrolling 

the scroll, he found the place where it was written: 

18The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

because he has anointed me 

to preach good news to the poor. 

He has sent me 

to proclaim release to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, 

to set free the oppressed, 

19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.  

20He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat 

down. And the eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fixed on 

him. 21He began by saying to them, “Today as you listen, this 

Scripture has been fulfilled.”  

22They were all speaking well of him and were amazed by the 

gracious words that came from his mouth; yet they said, “Isn’t this 

Joseph’s son?”  

23Then he said to them, “No doubt you will quote this proverb to 

me: ‘Doctor, heal yourself. What we’ve heard that took place in 

Capernaum, do here in your hometown also.’” 
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24He also said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in his 

hometown. 25But I say to you, there were certainly many widows 

in Israel in Elijah’s days, when the sky was shut up for three years 

and six months while a great famine came over all the land. 26Yet 

Elijah was not sent to any of them except a widow at Zarephath in 

Sidon. 27And in the prophet Elisha’s time, there were many in 

Israel who had leprosy, and yet not one of them was cleansed 

except Naaman the Syrian.”  

28When they heard this, everyone in the synagogue was enraged. 

29They got up, drove him out of town, and brought him to the 

edge of the hill that their town was built on, intending to hurl him 

over the cliff. 30But he passed right through the crowd and went 

on his way 

INTRODUCTION: 
 In this passage, Jesus uses two examples from scripture 
that are undoubtedly familiar to the listeners. From 1 Kings 17, 
the story of Elijah and the widow occurs during a famine when 
there hasn’t been rain for 3 ½ years. Elijah stays with this woman, 
and she never runs out of flour or oil and feeds herself, her son, 
and Elijah. While he’s staying with her, her son dies, and Elijah 
prays for him, and the Lord brings him back to life. This was when 
Israel was being judged for unfaithfulness to God. 
 The second story, from 2 Kings 5, involved the healing of 
Naaman from leprosy. Naaman was the leader of the enemy’s 
army. God arranged for him to be sent to Elisha and when he 
obeyed and dipped himself in the Jordan River seven times, as the 
prophet instructed, he was cleaned.  
 What these stories have in common is God’s willingness to 
provide miracles for those that His people would not expect. 
People that they did not want God to provide miracles for. As we 
look at Jesus’ message to the synagogue at Nazareth, we see that 
even though Jesus was preaching good news, He was still attacked 
for it. 
 
MESSAGE: 

https://biblehub.com/luke/4-24.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/4-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/4-26.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/4-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/4-28.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/4-29.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/4-30.htm


1. JESUS’ MESSAGE WAS GOOD NEWS 
 
(Isa. 61:1-2) The Spirit of the Lord God is on me, because the Lord 
has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me 
to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and 
freedom to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor; 
and the day of our God’s vengeance. 

a. Good news to the poor: Our sin is a debt that we 
cannot pay. 

b. Freedom to the prisoners: Remember that we are 
all born slaves to sin. 

c. The year of the Lord’s favor: A reminder of the year 
of jubilee. 

d. Jesus doesn’t mention the “day of our God’s 
vengeance.” That is when He returns. 

e. (4:21) He began by saying to them, “Today as you 
listen, this Scripture has been fulfilled.” 

f. Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promise to His 
people. They did not see that. 

g. They wanted to know what He would do for them. 
 

2. THE CROWD THOUGHT JESUS WAS ONE OF THEM 
a. Jesus had become known for healings in 

Capernaum.  
b. (Matthew 13:58) And he did not do many miracles 

there because of their unbelief. 
c. The problem was not that Jesus could not do 

miracles. The problem was that the people did not 
believe that He could. 

d. They knew His family. 
e. They had watched Him grow up. 
f. They were already having trouble believing how 

well He was speaking. 
g. If Jesus were capable of healings and miracles, they 

wanted proof. 



h. Instead, Jesus reminds them what Israel has always 
done to their prophets. 

 
3. JESUS WAS ATTACKED FOR SPEAKING THE TRUTH 

a. (4:28-29) When they heard this, everyone in the 
synagogue was enraged. They got up, drove him 
out of town, and brought him to the edge of the 
hill that their town was built on, intending to hurl 
him over the cliff. 

b. All he was doing was telling them the truth from 
scripture. Why was that so offensive? 

c. It wasn’t what they wanted to hear. 
d. Many people today reject Jesus because His 

message isn’t what they want to hear. 
e. Many who reject Him are sitting in churches right 

now. 
f. What kind of Jesus would you accept? 

i. One who allows you to keep on sinning? 
ii. One that allows you to hate your neighbor? 

iii. Most people want to recreate Jesus into 
their image instead of being conformed into 
her image. 

g. Are you going to accept Him or reject Him? 
 
CONCLUSION:  
 We can only accept Christ on His terms. We must be 
willing to admit our sin, turn away from it, and turn to Him.  
 
FOUR QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you hear God saying to you? 
2. What keeps you from doing that? 
3. If you were to do that, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who are you going to tell? 

  


