
A Good Day Fishing Feb 6, 2022 
Luke 5:1-11 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must listen to the Lord, even when I think I 
know better. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will recognize the need to give 
his life fully to Christ. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 This text occurs early in Luke when Jesus is becoming 
known as a teacher. It appears from this text that Peter, James, 
and John knew who Jesus was, but had not yet committed to 
following Him. That was about to change.   
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 5:1-11, CSB 
1As the crowd was pressing in on Jesus to hear God’s word, he 
was standing by Lake Gennesaret. 2He saw two boats at the edge 
of the lake; the fishermen had left them and were washing their 
nets. 3He got into one of the boats, which belonged to Simon, and 
asked him to put out a little from the land. Then he sat down and 
was teaching the crowds from the boat. 
4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into 
deep water and let down your nets for a catch.”  
5“Master,” Simon replied, “we’ve worked hard all night long and 
caught nothing. But if you say so, I’ll let down the nets.”  
6When they did this, they caught a great number of fish, and their 
nets began to tear. 7So they signaled to their partners in the other 
boat to come and help them; they came and filled both boats so 
full that they began to sink. 
8When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’s knees and said, “Go 
away from me, because I’m a sinful man, Lord! ” 9For he and all 
those with him were amazed at the catch of fish they had taken, 
10and so were James and John, Zebedee’s sons, who were 
Simon’s partners. 
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“Don’t be afraid,” Jesus told Simon. “From now on you will be 
catching people.” 11Then they brought the boats to land, left 
everything, and followed him. 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 One year at our church in Havelock, NC, the men of the 
church did a “Living Last Supper.” You’ve all seen the painting, 
right? In the Living Last Supper, 12 men are posed in the position 
of the painting. Then, the lights go down, and one by one, the 
men each come forward and speak about their time with Jesus. 
Then the lights go down, he resumes his place, and the next 
comes forward to speak. We had a largely active-duty population 
there, and several of us weren’t from the area. 
 Jim was from upstate New York and had the accent to 
match. He was playing James or John, I think, and was telling the 
audience the story we just read, and said in his best New York 
accent, “we caught so many fish.”  
 This account of the call of these disciples is important. It 
points out elements of our own call to Christ. These men heard 
the message, they heeded the message, and then they followed 
Christ. That is what we need to do as well, and not let our 
busyness or our perception of what is best for us get in the way.  
 
MESSAGE: 

1. THEY HEARD (5:1-3) 
a. These men were busy working. They had to clean 

and repair their nets after the night’s fishing for the 
next night. 

b. Jesus is teaching and the crowds are pushing in on 
Him. He needs to get someplace for them all to 
hear Him. Simon Peter’s boat will do. 

c. Jesus has to impose on Simon a little bit, by asking 
him to put out into the water. 

i. This would slow down his net maintenance 
ii. This would also make him a captive 

audience. 
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d. We’re not told what Jesus was teaching except that 
it was God’s word (vs. 1). 

e. I have heard a lot of people say that they cannot 
remember what the sermon was when they got 
saved. 

i. God’s word never comes back void (Isa 
55:11) 

ii. (2 Tim 3:16-17) All Scripture is inspired by 
God and is profitable for teaching, for 
rebuking, for correcting, for training in 
righteousness, so that the man of God may 
be complete, equipped for every good 
work. 

f. What matters is that they heard the word preached 
and that they heeded the word that was preached. 

 
2. THEY HEEDED (5:4-7) 

a. After teaching, Jesus tells Simon Peter to go into 
the deep water and let down the nets for a catch. 

b. Remember that these were professional fishermen. 
i. They had worked all night. 

ii. They had already been cleaning and 
repairing their nets. 

iii. Like all good night shift people, they were 
ready to go home and go to bed. 

c. This carpenter turned preacher was telling them 
how to do their job. 

i. There was a reason fishermen fished at 
night. 

ii. They had no reasonable expectation to 
catch anything during the day. 

iii. Yet, there was something authoritative 
about Jesus that made them do what He 
said. 

d. The result of their obedience in this case was a 
catch that could only have been divinely appointed. 



e. Peter recognized that much as wee see by his 
words, “Go away from me because I’m a sinful 
man, Lord!” 

i. This is a reminder of what happened to 
Isaiah in chapter six. He had a vision of the 
Lord, and instantly recognized that he was 
unclean. 

ii. When John encountered Jesus in Revelation 
1, he fell down as if dead. 

iii. Any encounter with our Lord illuminates 
our unholiness. 

f. Peter had a passing familiarity with Jesus before 
this point, but afterward knew who He is. 

 
3. THEY FOLLOWED HIM 

a. (5:10) “Don’t be afraid,” Jesus told Simon. “From 
now on you will be catching people.” 

i. This was a command and a promise. 
ii. When you know and love Jesus, you share 

Him with others. 
b. (5:11) Then they brought the boats to land, left 

everything, and followed Him. 
c. Peter, James, and John mentioned here. Since 

Andrew is Peter’s brother, it seems he would likely 
have been there as well. 

d. It seems that what they did was brought the boats 
back to the shore full of fish, and just left those 
boats of fish with their fathers. 

e. It seems that they maybe had been listening to 
Jesus’ teaching for a while. Based on the 
differences between Matthew, Mark, and Luke’s 
account of the call of these four, it seems that they 
may have been called a couple of times and 
returned to fishing before this final call where they 
recognized Him as the Messiah and committed to 
follow Him for good. 



 
CONCLUSION:  
 What does Christ need to do for you to commit to 
following Him? Come to earth as a baby and live a sinless life? He 
already did that. Die on a cross for your sins? He also did that. Be 
resurrected from the dead? Did that too. Is Christ calling you away 
from a fishing boat in order to follow Him. Will you follow Him 
today? 
 
FOUR QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you hear God saying to you? 
2. What keeps you from doing that? 
3. If you were to do that, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who are you going to tell? 

  


