
Rejoice In That Day Feb 13, 2022 
Luke 6:17-26 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must hunger and thirst for the Kingdom of 
God. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will examine his life to see if he 
is poor or rich. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 Those who have been with us for awhile will remember 
that Luke wrote his gospel as an orderly account of the events of 
the life and teachings of Jesus. It is a historical narrative that was 
primarily addressed to a Gentile audience. Last week, in chapter 
5, we discussed Jesus calling Peter, James, and John. This week, in 
chapter 6, we will pick up after He has gathered all twelve of the 
disciples to pray on a mountain.    
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 6:17-26, CSB. 
After coming down with them, he stood on a level place with a 
large crowd of his disciples and a great number of people from all 
Judea and Jerusalem and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon. 
18They came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and 
those tormented by unclean spirits were made well. 19The whole 
crowd was trying to touch him, because power was coming out 
from him and healing them all.  
 
20Then looking up at his disciples, he said:  
Blessed are you who are poor, 
because the kingdom of God is yours. 
21Blessed are you who are hungry now, 
because you will be filled. 
Blessed are you who weep now, 
because you will laugh. 
22Blessed are you when people hate you, 
when they exclude you, insult you, 
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and slander your name as evil 
because of the Son of Man.  
23“Rejoice in that day and leap for joy. Take note — your reward 
is great in heaven, for this is the way their ancestors used to treat 
the prophets.  
 
24But woe to you who are rich, 
for you have received your comfort. 
25Woe to you who are now full, 
for you will be hungry. 
Woe to you who are now laughing, 
for you will mourn and weep. 
26Woe to you 
when all people speak well of you, 
for this is the way their ancestors 
used to treat the false prophets. 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 Before I came to Sappony, I was a supply preacher, 
meaning that I would go to a church for a week, or sometimes up 
to four weeks and preach while their pastor was on vacation, or 
they were looking for a pastor. I did this for about two years and 
had a total of about ten sermons. I always kept one ready in case 
of a last-minute phone call. This is not an uncommon practice. I 
just kept track and never preached the same sermon in the same 
place twice. 
 When Jesus was preaching, he moved from place to place 
a lot. So it is not surprising that some of his sermons would sound 
similar, but being adapted for the place where he was currently 
preaching. This is why this message in parts sounds so similar to 
the Sermon on the Mount. This is a different message, given at a 
different time, to a different group of people. Jesus was making 
some of the same points to them. Healing, casting out evil spirits, 
and preaching were part of His routine. Jesus healed here, as in 
other instances, with the purpose of showing His authority. 
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MESSAGE: 
1. JESUS SHOWS THE POWER OF HIS KINGDOM 

a. Whenever Jesus is healing someone, He is 
demonstrating His power and authority. 

b. These healings are a picture of the healing to come. 
c. Those troubled with unclean spirits were healed. 
d. These things are a call to His Kingdom. He 

demonstrates power over those thing that inhibit 
our following Him. 

e. Jesus demonstrated this power to prove to the 
crowd who He is so that they could follow Him. 

 
2. JESUS SHOWS THE NATURE OF HIS KINGDOM 

a. (6:20) Blessed are you who are poor, because the 
kingdom of God is yours. 

b. (6:21) Blessed are you who are hungry now, 
because you will be filled. 

c. (6:21) Blessed are you who weep now, because you 
will laugh. 

d. (6:22) Blessed are you when people hate you, 
when they exclude you, insult you, and slander 
your name as evil because of the Son of Man.  

e. Do all these things sound like blessings to you?  
f. Note that these verses do not say, “you will be 

blessed.” They are in the present tense, “Blessed 
are you…” Why is that? 

g. We who are saved are already citizens of His 
kingdom. We are already blessed because we have 
received Christ.  What else do we need? 

h. But Lord, I don’t want to be poor, hungry, weeping, 
and hated? Neither did Jesus. 

i. “But wait! Aren’t I supposed to have my best life 
now?” These are the literal words of Jesus. 

j. Things to think about… 
i. The poor have no illusion of self-sufficiency. 

They know they have need. 



ii. The hungry want nothing more than to be 
fed. 

iii. Those who are weeping seek consolation. 
iv. Those who are hated seek to be with those 

who love them. 
k. We have need of all these things, but we may not 

be aware that we need these things. 
i. The rich don’t need to rely on others. 

ii. The full do not know the feeling of real 
hunger. 

l. (Matt. 5:6) Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

m. We need to develop a hunger and thirst for Christ. 
 

3. HOW DO WE DEVELOP A HUNGER AND THIRST FOR HIM? 
a. There are two ways to develop an appetite for 

something: Deprivation and consumption. 
b. If you are deprived of food long enough, you will 

literally eat anything that is in front of you. This is 
not a good practice with your diet or with your 
spiritual life. 

i. Physical junk food will lead to poor physical 
health. 

ii. Spiritual junk food will lead to poor spiritual 
health. 

c. If you routinely consume something, you will 
develop an appetite for it, and will miss it when 
you don’t have it. 

i. I have known people who cannot go 
without a bowl of ice cream in the evening. 

ii. If you routinely eat vegetables, you will 
notice a meal with no vegetables. 

iii. I did not like coffee the first time I tried it. 
Now, I wake up with an appetite for it. 

d. Jesus is described as “living water” (John 4:10) 
e. (John 6:35) I am the bread of life. 



f. “Give us this day our daily bread” 
g. The way that we develop a hunger and a thirst for 

Jesus is to consume His word. We should be filled 
with Him instead of filled by the junk of the world. 

h. If we do this, then we are truly blessed. 
 
CONCLUSION:  

1. Are you poor enough that you seek Christ as a precious 
treasure? 

2. Are you hungry enough that you seek to be fed by Him? 
3. Do you weep over sin in your life? 
4. Have you come to the place where you realize that only 

Christ will satisfy the need that you have? 
  
 


