
Ministry of Reconciliation Mar. 27, 2022 
2 Corinthians 5:16-6:2 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must represent Christ well. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will understand that he is called 
to urge others to reconcile to God. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 Today, we are looking at a letter that Paul wrote to the 
church in Corinth between 54-56 A. D. While we call this book 2 
Corinthians, most scholars believe that it is actually the fourth 
letter that Paul wrote to that particular congregation. Letter A, 
which we no longer have, is mentioned in 1 Cor. 5:9. Letter B is 
the one that we know as 1 Corinthians. Letter C is believed to be 
the “letter of tears” mentioned in 2 Corinthians chapter 2, and 
Letter D (our 2 Corinthians) was written from Macedonia after 
Titus’ return. (Meeks, 2164-65). Paul has been travelling around 
planting churches for several years at this point. The Church at 
Corinth is only about 5-7 years old, and yet they have had 
problems with divisions, immorality, and false teachings. They 
seem to be “standing firm in the faith” (1:24), so Paul is writing to 
encourage them in what they are to be doing.   
   
SCRIPTURE READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-6:2 (ESV) 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the 
flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, 
we regard him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us 
to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in 
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who 
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knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God. 

1Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to 
receive the grace of God in vain. 2For he says, “In a favorable time 
I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation.  

INTRODUCTION: 
 Have you ever seen those really great transformation 
stories, like where someone loses a hundred pounds and gets 
healthy? I have always loved seeing when people’s lives are 
changed for the better. Today, we get to learn a little bit about 
our own transformation. In this short passage, Apostle Paul packs 
some great truth about our transformation when we accept 
Christ. Our perceptions change from fleshly to spiritual. Our status 
changes from separated to reconciled. We go from drifting 
without purpose to having great purpose. And we also, if we see 
things as Christ does, go from laziness to a sense of urgency. Let’s 
take a look at these. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. FROM FLESHLY TO SPIRITUAL (5:16-17) 
a. (5:16) From now on we regard no one according to 

the flesh (some translations human point of view; 
in a worldly way). 

b. What does it mean to regard someone according to 
the flesh? 

i. Beautiful or ugly 
ii. White or black 
iii. Rich or poor 
iv. Healthy or ill 
v. Well-dressed or sloppy 

vi. Important or not  
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c. (1 Sam 16:7) But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not 
look at his appearance or his stature because I have 
rejected him. Humans do not see what the Lord 
sees, for humans see what is visible, but the Lord 
sees the heart.” 

i. Tall people are perceived to be better 
leaders 

ii. Marine officer minimum height 
d. Paul reminds us that “we once regarded Christ 

according to the flesh.” 
i. It is very reasonable to think that Paul 

observed Jesus during his earthly ministry. 
1. He was a Pharisee 
2. He was Gamaliel’s student 

ii. He certainly encountered Jesus’ followers 
before he was converted. 

1. Stoning of Stephen 
2. Journey to Damascus 

iii. He too, had been guilty of judging people by 
what he could see. 

iv. Are we guilty of the same? 
e. (5:17) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come. 

i. When we are made a new creation, we 
have a new way of looking at people. 

ii. We recognize that we are all sinners in need 
of grace. 

iii. We have died to the old self and been made 
new in Christ. 

iv. The same is true of other Christ-followers, 
wherever they live, whatever they look like, 
whatever language they speak. 

v. Those who are in Christ are our brothers 
and sisters. Those who are not are 
separated from God. 



f. That is the real change is that we went from 
separated to reconciled. 

 
2. FROM SEPARATED TO RECONCILED 

a. (5:18-19) All this is from God, who through Christ 
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling 
the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. 

b. It was God reconciling the world to Himself. 
c. We did nothing to cause this. “Lest any man should 

boast.” (Eph. 2:9) 
d. When someone sins against us, we usually expect 

them to come to us to reconcile, because they are 
wrong. How often does this actually happen? 

e. We do not seek out God to reconcile ourselves to 
Him. “There is no one who understands; there is no 
one who seeks God.” (Rom. 3:11) 

f. God sought us out while we were still sinning; 
while we were still His enemies, He sought us to 
reconcile us (Rom. 5:6-11). While we were still 
rebelling against Him, He sought to not count our 
trespasses against us. 

g. The one who we wronged sought us out to forgive 
us! All we do is accept or reject Him. 

h. So, what do we do as the result of that? We have 
been given the ministry of reconciliation so that we  
may help those who are still separated from God to 
be reconciled to Him.  

i. We go from being purposeless to being purposeful. 
 

3. FROM PURPOSELESS TO PURPOSEFUL 
a. (5:20) Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, 

God making his appeal through us. We implore you 
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 



b. What is the purpose of an ambassador? He 
represents the government of his homeland in a 
foreign place.  

c. If we have indeed been reconciled to God through 
Christ, we are part of His kingdom and we 
represent that kingdom on this earth. 

d. (Philippians 3:20) Our citizenship is in heaven, and 
we eagerly wait for a Savior from there, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

e. (1 Pet. 2:11) Dear friends, I urge you as strangers 
and exiles to abstain from sinful desires that wage 
war against the soul. 

f. If we are to represent Christ on this earth, we must 
behave like Christ. 

g. An ambassador shares the message from His 
government to the land where he is stationed. 

h. If we are ambassadors, we must share Christ’s 
message to the earth. 

i. (5:20) We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. 

j. We are literally surrounded by people who have 
not been reconciled to God. We should implore 
them to be reconciled. 

k. There is no room for laziness in this mission. Ours is 
a mission with urgency. 

 
4. FROM LAZINESS TO URGENCY 

a. (6:2) For he says, “In a favorable time I listened to 
you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation.  

b. It is easy to be lazy and complacent when we think 
that we have all the time in the world.  

c. (6:1) We appeal to you not to receive the grace of 
God in vain.  



i. If we do not share the grace we have 
received, it does no one else any good. 

d. (6:1) also reminds that that we are working 
together with Him. He is no slouch; is it acceptable 
for us to be? 

e. At one time, each of us was a heartbeat away from 
an eternity in hell and were snatched out. Should 
we not want to do that for others? 

 
 
CONCLUSION:  
 We were told at the beginning of the passage that we do 
not regard anyone according to the flesh, or as the NRSV puts it, 
“from a human point of view.” If we regard people from a spiritual 
point of view, there are only two groups of people: our Christian 
siblings and those who need to become our Christian siblings. All 
other distinctions fade into the background in light of this glaring 
truth. Without Christ, people spend an eternity in Hell. We must 
be urgent ambassadors for our Lord in this world to reach people 
for Him. 
 What about you? Have you accepted Christ?  
 
 
 


