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BACKGROUND:  
 I have probably told you this before, but John wrote his 
gospel in about 85-90 A. D., when he was very old. This is, of 
course, the Apostle John, the son of Zebedee, who along with his 
brother left his father’s fishing boat to follow Jesus during his 
earthly ministry. This is the “disciple that Jesus loved.” Apostle 
John gives us his purpose in writing in 20:31, “But these are 
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” It is 
with this purpose in mind that we are reading today from his 
gospel.  
   
SCRIPTURE READING: John 12:1-8, CSB 

1Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany where 

Lazarus was, the one Jesus had raised from the dead. 2So they 

gave a dinner for him there; Martha was serving them, and Lazarus 

was one of those reclining at the table with him. 3Then Mary took 

a pound of perfume, pure and expensive nard, anointed Jesus’s 

feet, and wiped his feet with her hair. So the house was filled with 

the fragrance of the perfume. 

4Then one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot (who was about to betray 

him), said, 5“Why wasn’t this perfume sold for three hundred 

denarii and given to the poor? ” 6He didn’t say this because he 

cared about the poor but because he was a thief. He was in charge 

of the money-bag and would steal part of what was put in it. 

7Jesus answered, “Leave her alone; she has kept it for the day of 

my burial. 8For you always have the poor with you, but you do not 

always have me.” 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

https://biblehub.com/john/12-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/12-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/12-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/12-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/12-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/12-6.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/12-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/12-8.htm


 We are coming up on Easter in a couple of weeks, so 
naturally at this time of year we turn to discussing the last week 
of Jesus life before his crucifixion, death, burial, and resurrection. 
We are told that this event is six days before the Passover. This is 
the day before what is commonly referred to as the Triumphal 
Entry into Jerusalem, which we will talk about next week.  
 This passage, the story of a dinner party in Bethany, shows 
us quite clearly that our actions show our opinion of Jesus. Let’s 
start with Lazarus. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. LAZARUS CELEBRATED JESUS 
a. (12:1) So they gave a dinner for Him there 
b. We’re told immediately before this that Lazarus 

was the one Jesus had raised from the dead. 
c. This event had just recently happened. It is found 

in Chapter 11. 
d. Lazarus, being grateful for new life given to him, 

gathered his friends and family and celebrated 
Jesus. They enjoyed table fellowship with Him. 

e. Matthew (Ch. 26) and Mark (Ch. 14) both give an 
account of this that state that the dinner happened 
at the house of Simon the Leper and they do not 
name the woman who anointed Jesus’ feet. 

i. It’s most reasonable to believe that these 
are the same dinner. 

ii. It is reasonable to believe that Simon the 
leper and Lazarus were close, possibly 
related. 

iii. Both of them mention the upcoming 
Passover. 

iv. These occur in Bethany. 
v. They have Jesus saying the same things as 

in John’s account. 
vi. Luke’s account of the sinful woman 

anointing the feet of Jesus must be a 



different occurrence. It doesn’t seem to be 
at the same time of year, it occurs in the 
house of Simon the Pharisee, and this 
woman does not seem to have belonged 
there. 

f. If this is, and we believe it is, the same dinner as 
Matthew and Mark’s accounts, Simon the leper 
must also have been grateful for his healing. 

g. Do we celebrate Jesus and thank Him for the 
wonderful things that He has done for us?  

 
2. MARTHA SERVED JESUS 

a. We meet Martha and Mary in Luke 10. 
i. Martha is busy serving. 

ii. She wants help. 
iii. She thinks that her sister should help. 

b. Martha is still serving. There seems to be no 
indication that she criticizes her sister for not 
serving the same way she does. 

c. Martha certainly is still grateful that Jesus brought 
her brother back from the dead. 

d. This time, she is serving from love instead of from 
social obligation. 

e. Our service should also be from love instead of a 
sense of obligation. 

f. Example: My time in the sound booth at FBC. 
g. We shouldn’t see Mary and Martha in opposition 

to each other, as if some are called to serve and 
some are called to listen.  

i. All are expected to serve. 
ii. All are expected to listen. 
iii. The key is doing both of these things well. 

h. Let’s take a look at what Mary did during this visit. 
 

3. MARY ANOINTED JESUS 



a. Mary, like her brother and sister, was glad that 
Lazarus was alive again! 

b. While Lazarus’ gratitude (and I would argue Simon 
the leper’s) caused him to host a party for Jesus 
and Martha’s gratitude caused her to serve her 
best, Mary’s gratitude prompted her to an 
extravagant display of love for Him. 

c. If we accept that this is the same account as in 
Matthew and Mark’s gospels, this was an 
expensive jar of perfumed oil which she broke 
open, anointed his head, which was a common 
practice of honor. It appears that she then 
anointed his feet, which is something that a person 
of her stature would never do.  

d. Doing this for Jesus demonstrated her humility in 
His presence. 

e. It demonstrates as well that she was unashamed in 
her devotion to Jesus.  

f. It also demonstrates Mary’s opinion that nothing is 
too good to be given to our Lord! He valued Jesus 
more that this rare and expensive perfume and she 
lavished it on Him. 

g. We see a clear contrast between Mary’s opinion of 
Jesus and Judas’ opinion of Jesus. 

 
4. JUDAS DIMINISHED JESUS 

a. It is clear from the words and actions of Judas 
Iscariot that he did not value Jesus the same way 
that Mary did. 

b. When you do something for the Lord, the critics 
are never far behind. 

c. He tried to disguise his contempt in pious language, 
“Why wasn’t this perfume sold for 300 denarii and 
given to the poor?”  

d. In reality, Judas was not of the opinion that Jesus 
was worth a 300 denarii symbol of love. 



e. Judas only followed Jesus for what he could get 
from Him. 

f. He would also sell the Lord for 1/10 of the price of 
this bottle of perfumed oil. 

g. Some people are of the opinion that Jesus is not 
worth our first and best. Those who love Him 
would dare give no less than their first and best.  

 
CONCLUSION:  
 How do our actions show our esteem for our Lord? Do our 
actions show love for the One who came to earth, lived a sinless 
life, died for our sins, and was resurrected on the third day? Do 
we love and revere the Lord who came to earth to reconcile us to 
Him while we were still enemies of His? Are we, like Lazarus, so 
thankful to have new life that we bring all our friends to meet 
Him? Do we, like Martha, demonstrate our love and gratitude in 
the way that we serve Him? Are we, like Mary, so unashamed of 
our Lord that we will publicly demonstrate great affection for 
Him? Or are we, like Judas, ashamed of Him and those who 
esteem Him highly? Are we only with Him for what we can get 
from Him? 
 
Do we even know Him at all? 
  
 
 
 


