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John 20:1-10 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  The hearer will understand Christ’s Resurrection 
as a real historical event. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  As a result of understanding the reality of 
the Resurrection, the listener will seek closer relationship with 
Christ. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 The gospels give a pretty clear picture of the events of the 
Passover week in 33 A. D., if we accept the dating of most 
scholars. Sunday was Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, which 
we observed last week as Palm Sunday. Monday, He went to the 
Temple and turned over the tables of the money-changers, those 
who were cheating God’s people and making it difficult for them 
to come and worship Him. Tuesday, Jesus taught people and 
challenged the authority of the religious leaders. Wednesday, 
Judas Iscariot made the deal to betray Jesus for thirty pieces of 
silver. Thursday, Jesus ate His final meal with his disciples then 
went to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray. Friday, He was 
crucified and hastily buried before the Sabbath could start at 
sundown. Saturday was the Sabbath, and everyone had an 
obligation to rest. And now, it is early Sunday morning where we 
pick up today. 
   
SCRIPTURE READING: John 20: 1-10 

On the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
early, while it was still dark. She saw that the stone had been 
removed from the tomb. 2So she went running to Simon Peter 
and to the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said to them, 
“They’ve taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know 
where they’ve put him!” 

https://biblehub.com/john/20-2.htm


3At that, Peter and the other disciple went out, heading for the 
tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and got to the tomb first. 5Stooping down, he saw 
the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then, following 
him, Simon Peter also came. He entered the tomb and saw the 
linen cloths lying there. 7The wrapping that had been on his head 
was not lying with the linen cloths but was folded up in a separate 
place by itself. 8The other disciple, who had reached the tomb 
first, then also went in, saw, and believed. 9For they did not yet 
understand the Scripture that he must rise from the dead. 10Then 
the disciples returned to the place where they were staying. 

INTRODUCTION: 

• CSI has made a comeback, prompting me to start watching 
the original show from the beginning. 

• I always like to see how they put all the clues together and 
solve the case. They always seem to find something that 
would be really easy to miss and use it to find the guilty 
party. 

• They often like to make it seem like the case is going one 
way, then it goes a completely different direction. 

• The mystery with Jesus isn’t who killed Him. It was the 
Romans, at the behest of the Jewish religious leaders. 

• There is no mystery as to how. It was crucifixion. 

• There is no mystery as to motive. They were protecting 
their positions of power.  

• There was no mystery where the crime scene was. It was 
in full public view outside Jerusalem. 

• The mystery would happen early on Sunday morning when 
the tomb was opened and shown to be empty. 

 
MESSAGE: 
 
People will try to make all sorts of interesting arguments trying to 
prove that things in the scripture did not happen the way that 
they are written. I am always skeptical of these things, and you 
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should be, too. People have tried to come up with various 
arguments against the Resurrection of the Lord. 

• He wasn’t really dead. (Sounds like Satan’s argument, “Did 
God really say?”) 

• They went to the wrong grave. 

• Someone stole the body. 

• The disciples made the whole thing up. 
I believe that looking at the evidence we have been given will lead 
us to the conclusion that Christ’s resurrection actually happened, 
and that as a result of His resurrection, we can be assured of 
eternal life through faith in Him. 
 

• EVIDENCE OF HIS DEATH 

o Matthew and John tell us he gave up His Spirit. 

o Mark and Dr. Luke (cred. Col 4:14) states that he 

breathed His last (24:46) 

o (John 19:31-35) They saw He was already dead.  They 

pierced His side, and blood and water came out. 

o Lots of people saw Him dead. 

o Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus wrapped Him and 

buried Him, probably with the help of their servants. 

o The overwhelming evidence as witnessed by the 

general public and many individuals is that Jesus was 

dead.  This is important.  There is no room to think that 

He just wasn’t quite dead.  He was dead.  And wrapped 

up in cloths with 75 pounds of spices.  And behind a 

rock that it took several men to move.  He wasn’t going 

anywhere.  So, how did Jesus get out of the tomb? 

 

• DID SOMEONE STEAL THE BODY? 

o (Matt 27:62-66) They sealed the tomb and posted a 

guard. 



o Matthew is the only gospel writer to mention the 

guards observing what actually happened. (Matt 28:1-

4) 

▪ The chief priests and elders bribed them to lie. 

o Even if the guards fell asleep (dangerous as a Roman 

guard), the group silently moved the stone? 

o (John 20:3-7) What graverobber would unwrap the 

body’s head and neatly fold the linen, while Roman 

guards napped outside? 

o If someone stole the body, why the appearance of an 

angel? (Matt 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 20) 

o So, it becomes quite clear that a severely battered and 

pierced Jesus did not unwrap Himself, move a heavy 

stone, and walk out of the tomb.  It is also apparent 

that the Roman guards saw the “angel of the Lord 

descend from heaven, approach the tomb, and roll 

back the stone.” (Matt 28:2).  They lied, saying that the 

body had been stolen, something almost impossible 

for two amateurs to do. 

 

• EVIDENCE OF HIS RESURRECTION   

o Mary Magdalene saw Him (John 20) 

o The disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24) 

o The disciples in the upper room (John 20:19-22) 

▪ He showed them His hands and His side! 

▪ He still bears the marks of His sacrifice. 

o Thomas saw Him a week later! 

o They all saw Him on the fishing trip (John 21) 

o (1 Cor 15:6) He was seen by 500! 



▪ He made sure that there were plenty of 

witnesses because His resurrection is the most 

important event in human history. 

 

• COULD THE DISCIPLES HAVE MADE IT UP? 

o What credibility would this give them? 

o Only John is traditionally thought to have died a 

natural death. All others were martyred. 

o Would you put your life on the line for something you 

knew to be a lie? 

o Their witness is so compelling because it is true! 

 

CONCLUSION:  So what does all this evidence mean?  It is 

important to realize that Jesus was legitimately DEAD.  There was 

no life in His body.  He was dead for three days, proving that His 

death was, in fact, real.  But Jesus didn’t stay dead!  He was raised 

from the dead.  His body wasn’t stolen from the tomb.  He rose, 

with witnesses.  He made sure that there were lots of witnesses, 

who could attest to the fact that He WAS dead, but is dead no 

longer.  When He died on the cross for our sins, that paid the 

penalty for us, but that’s not the end of the story.  He rose again, 

proving that even death has no power over Him.  Jesus proved the 

sufficiency of His sacrifice.  The sacrifice He made for each of us, 

that comes with a promise of new life for each of us who will 

accept Him.  Who will accept Him today? 


