
Wasn’t It Necessary? Apr. 24, 2022 
Luke 24:13-35 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  As I walk along, I must allow Jesus to correct my 
understanding. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will examine his assumptions 
about Jesus. 
 
BACKGROUND: Remember that Luke’s gospel was written about 
thirty years after the death of Christ and was the product of 
eyewitness testimony. He was putting together an order account 
of things that Jesus taught and did. It seems likely that the witness 
to this was one of the two people involved. Of course, we know 
that Jesus has been crucified, died, and was buried. We also know 
that previously in Luke’s account, the women have found the 
tomb empty, been told by angels that He was alive, and told the 
Eleven. We pick up on the very same day.   
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 24:13-35, CSB. 

13Now that same day two of them were on their way to a village 
called Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusalem. 
14Together they were discussing everything that had taken place. 
15And while they were discussing and arguing, Jesus himself came 
near and began to walk along with them. 16But they were 
prevented from recognizing him. 17Then he asked them, “What is 
this dispute that you’re having with each other as you are 
walking?” And they stopped walking and looked discouraged. 

18The one named Cleopas answered him, “Are you the only 
visitor in Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things that happened 
there in these days?”  

19“What things?” he asked them. 
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So they said to him, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was a prophet powerful in action and speech before God and 
all the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed 
him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him. 21But 
we were hoping that he was the one who was about to redeem 
Israel. Besides all this, it’s the third day since these things 
happened. 22Moreover, some women from our group astounded 
us. They arrived early at the tomb, 23and when they didn’t find 
his body, they came and reported that they had seen a vision of 
angels who said he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but 
they didn’t see him.”  

25He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken! 26Wasn’t it necessary for the 
Messiah to suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27Then 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted for 
them the things concerning himself in all the Scriptures.  

28They came near the village where they were going, and he gave 
the impression that he was going farther. 29But they urged him, 
“Stay with us, because it’s almost evening, and now the day is 
almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 

30It was as he reclined at the table with them that he took the 
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their 
eyes were opened, and they recognized him, but he disappeared 
from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Weren’t our hearts 
burning within us while he was talking with us on the road and 
explaining the Scriptures to us?” 33That very hour they got up and 
returned to Jerusalem. They found the Eleven and those with 
them gathered together, 34who said, “The Lord has truly been 
raised and has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they began to 
describe what had happened on the road and how he was made 
known to them in the breaking of the bread.  

INTRODUCTION: 
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 Have any of you ever gotten a new pair of glasses, and 
then realized that you hadn’t been seeing things clearly at all? If 
we look through the wrong lenses, we can misunderstand what 
we see and not even realize it. We need to look at Christ, and the 
world, through the lens of scripture. If we don’t, we can really get 
a distorted picture of everything. This can cause us to 
misunderstand Christ and misunderstand the things that we see in 
the world. We’re going to talk about that today. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. IF I MISUNDERSTAND CHRIST, I WILL EXPECT THE WRONG 
THINGS FROM HIM. 

a. (24:14) These two are reasoning, debating, 
discussing what everything could mean. 

b. It is apparent that neither one came up with the 
right answer. 

c. They had a faulty understanding of what it meant 
to “redeem Israel” (24:21) 

d. They had an incomplete understanding of Jesus.  
e. Only seeing Jesus as a powerful prophet or a good 

teacher means you don’t see His death as sufficient 
to atone for our sin. 

f. Many wanted their Messiah to be a political savior, 
who would defeat their opponents. 

g. Instead, by His death and resurrection, He defeated 
the ultimate enemy. 

h. The sadness and disappointment of these two 
disciples was entirely the result of their wrong 
expectations of Him. 

i. We can be tempted to set up the wrong 
expectations of Jesus in our time as well. 

j. The real Jesus is not: 
i. A political Messiah 

ii. Here to give you your best life now 
iii. Here to give you strength for athletic 

contests 



iv. A genie in a bottle for your wishes 
v. Here to endorse your sinful lifestyle 

k. The real Jesus is: 
i. The Savior of those who call on Him. 

ii. The One who calls us to repentance. 
iii. The One who commands us to take up our 

cross and follow Him. 
iv. The One who by necessity had to die in 

order for us to live! 
 

2. I MUST SEE EVENTS THROUGH THE LENS OF SCRIPTURE 
INSTEAD OF SEEING SCRIPTURE THROUGH THE LENS OF 
EVENTS. 

a. (24:25-27) He said to them, “How foolish you are, 
and how slow to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! Wasn’t it necessary for the Messiah to 
suffer these things and enter into his glory?” Then 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
interpreted for them the things concerning himself 
in all the Scriptures. 

b. These two disciples were looking at what they 
could see around them, trying to make the Jesus’ 
words and the prophecies make sense in light of 
what they were seeing.  

c. The problem with this is the tendency to really 
focus on one particular part of the scripture instead 
of the scripture as a whole. 

d. Had these two looked through scriptures to see 
these events, they would have realized that 
Messiah had to die and be resurrected. 

e. People tend to do this today. This causes worry 
over things that are outside our control. 

i. Election results 
ii. Foreign wars 
iii. CRT 



iv. Whatever new boogeyman fearmongers 
want to sell to you! 

f. Focusing on our circumstances causes us to see 
scripture less clearly. Focusing on scripture causes 
us to worry less about the things that we see 
around us. 

g. As Helen Lemmel wrote, “Turn your eyes upon 
Jesus, Look full in His wonderful face, and the 
things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light 
of His glory and grace.”  

h. By pointing these two to the various scriptures 
about the Messiah, Jesus was able to cause them 
to understand Him more clearly. 

 
3. WHEN I SEE CHRIST FOR WHO HE IS, IT SHOULD EXCITE ME 

a. (24:31-34) Then their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him, but he disappeared from their 
sight. They said to each other, “Weren’t our hearts 
burning within us while he was talking with us on 
the road and explaining the Scriptures to us?” That 
very hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem. 
They found the Eleven and those with them 
gathered together, who said, “The Lord has truly 
been raised and has appeared to Simon!” 

b. Some scholars think that how they saw Christ was 
the marks on his hands as He handed them the 
bread. 

c. Remember that it was late when they got to 
Emmaus. They asked Jesus to stay because it was 
“almost evening.” That did not matter when they 
realized that they had seen Him. They got up and 
went to tell the Eleven. 

d. By the time they get there, the Eleven tell them 
that Peter has seen Him. Then He appears again. 



e. The point is that they ran back to Jerusalem after 
an exhausting trip to tell the others because of 
their joy at seeing Him. 

f. Do we have the same joy in seeing and knowing 
Him? Do we talk about Him? Or do we treat Him 
like Bruno, whom apparently, we don’t talk about. 

g. Genuine joy in Jesus requires that we tell others 
about Him. Remember the great commission? 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 Let us ask ourselves today: Do we see Jesus clearly in light 
of the scripture, or do we make Him into something that He is not. 
Do we see the things going on around us in light of the good news 
that Christ is risen? Or do we allow them to cause us worry and 
fear? And if we have a biblical understanding of Christ and the 
things that we see happening, do we share this news with others?  
  
INVITATION HYMN # 182 What a Friend We Have In Jesus 
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