
Return to Worship May 8, 2022 
Ezra 1:1-11 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must be prepared to leave the safety of exile. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will examine his heart to see if 
he is holding on too tightly to the things of this earth. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 Most scholars think that Ezra was written between about 
458-398 B.C., shortly after the events it tells, which are mostly 
related to the exiles’ return to Jerusalem. You may remember 
from before that in about 586 B. C., God allowed King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon to conquer Israel and destroy 
Jerusalem and the Temple because of idolatry in the land. Many 
of the people were deported to Babylon, and the time of captivity 
was prophesied to be seventy years.  
 Now, the time is up. Babylon has been conquered by the 
Persian Empire, and now there is a new king, Cyrus, who is willing 
to let the people return and rebuild the temple. This is where Ezra 
begins, which incidentally is where 2 Chronicles finishes. Ezra-
Nehemiah, which were originally one book, are a continuation of 
the history of Israel.    
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Ezra 1:1-11 
 
1In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, in order to fulfill the word 
of the Lord spoken through Jeremiah, the Lord roused the spirit of 
King Cyrus to issue a proclamation throughout his entire kingdom 
and to put it in writing: 
2This is what King Cyrus of Persia says: “The Lord, the God of the 
heavens, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and has 
appointed me to build him a house at Jerusalem in Judah. 3Any of 
his people among you, may his God be with him, and may he go 
to Jerusalem in Judah and build the house of the Lord, the God of 
Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem. 4Let every survivor, wherever 
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he resides, be assisted by the men of that region with silver, gold, 
goods, and livestock, along with a freewill offering for the house 
of God in Jerusalem.” 
Return from Exile 
5So the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, along with the 
priests and Levites — everyone whose spirit God had roused —
 prepared to go up and rebuild the Lord’s house in Jerusalem. 6All 
their neighbors supported them with silver articles, gold, goods, 
livestock, and valuables, in addition to all that was given as a 
freewill offering. 7King Cyrus also brought out the articles of the 
Lord’s house that Nebuchadnezzar had taken from Jerusalem and 
had placed in the house of his gods. 8King Cyrus of Persia had 
them brought out under the supervision of Mithredath the 
treasurer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince of 
Judah. 9This was the inventory: 

1. 30 gold basins, 1,000 silver basins, 
2. 29 silver knives, 1030 gold bowls, 
3. 410 various silver bowls, and 1,000 other articles. 

11The gold and silver articles totaled 5,400. Sheshbazzar brought 
all of them when the exiles went up from Babylon to Jerusalem. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 Back in January, John MacArthur had a video go viral 
where he was discussing his perspective on why freedom of 
religion was a bad thing. He got a lot of pushback about that. I 
think that his entire point may have been missed, because I think 
he was really discussing pluralism, or the thought that all religions 
are valid. That, of course, is nonsense. However, freedom of 
religion just makes it so that people cannot (in theory) be 
persecuted for their faith. My message here is not censored by 
the government, and that is a good thing. A priest’s message is 
not censored. Neither is a rabbi’s or an imam’s. Allowing freedom 
of religion ensures that nobody is coerced by the government into 
any faith. Today, we see a king who had a commitment to 
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religious freedom, and how that freedom benefited the Jews, 
even if most didn’t really take advantage of it.  
 
MESSAGE: 

1. GOD PLANNED FOR PEOPLE TO RETURN 
(1:1) In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, in order to fulfill the 
word of the Lord spoken through Jeremiah, the Lord roused the 
spirit of King Cyrus to issue a proclamation throughout his entire 
kingdom and to put it in writing 

a. The Chronicler credits God with influencing Cyrus 
to let them return to Jerusalem. 

b. In Isaiah 44 and 45, written about 200 years prior, 
Cyrus is mentioned by name as rebuilding 
Jerusalem.  

c. Did God force Cyrus to allow the people to return 
to Jerusalem, or did He know that Cyrus would 
allow His people to return? 

d. It’s entirely possible that Daniel or some other exile 
in Cyrus’ court showed him the prophecies, 
especially those mentioning him. 

e. By all historical evidence, Cyrus’s policy was to 
accommodate the various religions of his subject 
peoples. The Jews were not unique in this regard. 

f. Cyrus wanted the various peoples to pray to their 
gods for him to have long life. 

g. We cannot assume that Cyrus was a worshipper of 
the One True God. It seems that he was hedging his 
bets. 

h. He did seem to realize that freedom of religion was 
a good thing. But even with that, most will not 
choose to take advantage of the freedom to return 
home. 

 
2. MOST DID NOT FOLLOW GOD’S PLAN 



(1:5) So the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, along with the 
priests and Levites — everyone whose spirit God had roused —
 prepared to go up and rebuild the Lord’s house in Jerusalem. 

a. We’re basically talking about three tribes of the 
twelve. The other tribal designations were gone. 

b. (2:64) The whole combined assembly numbered 
42,360 not including their 7337 male and female 
servants.  

c. Those who went were to receive financial 
assistance and free will offerings from those who 
stayed. 

d. Why did people stay? 
i. Dangerous journey to a place that had been 

destroyed. 
ii. They were established in Babylon. 
iii. They were comfortable in Babylon. 
iv. They could worship God where they sat 

instead of coming to His house to rebuild it. 
v. Certainly, there were some unable to make 

the trip. But most just didn’t. They had 
gotten used to the way things were and 
were fine. 

 
3. GOD’S PLAN WAS PREPARATION 

a. This rebuilding of Jerusalem and the Temple set the 
stage for Christ’s advent. 

b. His time of punishing His people was over. 
i. Many chose to stay away. 

ii. These would be important for the spreading 
of the gospel seen in Acts. 

c. (1:5) “Everyone whose spirit God had aroused.” 
God had a plan for those who stayed as well. 

d. The Jews never again worshipped false gods. 
Instead, they got legalistic to not offend God. 

e. God’s plan for them, and for us, was not legalism, 
but Christ. 



f. With 400ish years to go before Messiah’s birth, the 
stage is being set to prepare for His coming. 

g. God’s plan is still preparation. Conditions are still 
being made ready for His return. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 Do you trust the plan of the One who called His people 
back and sent His Son?  
 
FOUR QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you hear God saying to you? 
2. What keeps you from doing that? 
3. If you were to do that, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who are you going to tell? 
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