
Restoring the Altar May 15, 2022 
Ezra 3:1-7 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must make worship the priority! 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The listener will recognize the importance 
of worship even when conditions are not ideal. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
  Last week, we started our study of the book of Ezra, which 
(along with Nehemiah) gives the history of the Jews’ return from 
the Babylonian exile and the return to worship of the one true 
God in the Holy land. Last week, we discussed that this return was 
about 450 years before Christ and was preparing the way for His 
advent. We also mentioned that most of the exiles did not return, 
but only those whose “spirit God had roused.” The vast majority 
of exiles stayed in the foreign lands.  
 We’re skipping over chapter 2 because it’s just a census of 
the faithful people who returned. Good information to read, but it 
doesn’t really require anything from us. Today, we pick up with 
chapter 3. 
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Ezra 3:1-7 

1When the seventh month arrived, and the Israelites were in their 

towns, the people gathered as one in Jerusalem. 2Jeshua son of 

Jozadak and his brothers the priests along with Zerubbabel son of 

Shealtiel and his brothers began to build the altar of Israel’s God in 

order to offer burnt offerings on it, as it is written in the law of 

Moses, the man of God. 3They set up the altar on its foundation 

and offered burnt offerings for the morning and evening on it to the 

Lord even though they feared the surrounding peoples. 4They 

celebrated the Festival of Shelters as prescribed, and offered burnt 

offerings each day, based on the number specified by ordinance for 

each festival day. 5After that, they offered the regular burnt 

offering and the offerings for the beginning of each month and for 
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all the Lord’s appointed holy occasions, as well as the freewill 

offerings brought to the Lord. 

6On the first day of the seventh month they began to offer burnt 

offerings to the Lord, even though the foundation of the Lord’s 

temple had not yet been laid. 7They gave money to the stonecutters 

and artisans, and gave food, drink, and oil to the people of Sidon 

and Tyre, so they would bring cedar wood from Lebanon to Joppa 

by sea, according to the authorization given them by King Cyrus of 

Persia. 

INTRODUCTION: 
 One of my favorite Instagram accounts is a guy that posts 
photos of abandoned buildings, shopping malls, theme parks, 
missile silos and whatnot. You can see how they’ve started to 
decay, plant and animal life has taken over, and while it used to 
be a place that was likely super busy and noisy, now it’s quiet and 
abandoned.  
 This is how I picture Jerusalem and the temple complex 
when Jeshua and Zerubbabel arrived on the scene seventy years 
after the city, the temple, and the altar was destroyed by 
Nebuchadnezzar. I picture it being a mess of scattered stones, 
decaying wood, weeds, trees, and even wild animals. Turning this 
location back into the place where God is worshipped is going to 
be difficult, but this is the task they are given. So the first thing 
they do is to reestablish worship in the place. 
 This small passage of scripture has a lot to teach us about 
worship. Worship involves the gathered body of believers. 
Worship involves repentance. Worship involves restoration. 
Finally, worship involves celebration. Let’s start by looking at the 
worship gathering. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. WORSHIP INVOLVES THE GATHERED BODY 
a. (3:1) When the seventh month arrived, and the 

Israelites were in their towns, the people gathered 
as one in Jerusalem. 
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b. The seventh month was very important in the 
Jewish calendar. It included the Day of Atonement, 
the Feast of Trumpets, and the Feast of 
Tabernacles. 

c. The law required all the males to be in Jerusalem 
for the Feast of Tabernacles. This was their first 
opportunity to do this in seventy years. 

d. There is a place for solitude in personal worship. 
Daniel and Jesus both practiced this. But gathering 
together to worship is essential. Hebrews 10:25 
reminds us of this. 

e. Only about 42,000 of the people of Israel had 
returned to the land.  

f. These people would have been reclaiming their 
family lands and building houses, after four months 
of travel to Israel. 

g. They had come a long way at great expense and 
difficulty to worship on God’s holy mount. They 
weren’t going to be stopped! 

h. Some will claim, “You can worship God anywhere.” 
And you should have a daily time of worship alone 
with God.  

i. Not out of religiosity, but out of necessity 
ii. Not out of obligation, but out of adoration 
iii. Not because I tell you to, but because you 

want to. 
i. Your alone time with God “Got Time” does not take 

the place of gathered worship. It will make you 
want to draw closer to Him and His other children. 

j. Some will say, “I watch a sermon online or on TV.” 
i. How different is it when you watch a 

NASCAR race at the track or a baseball 
game at the diamond instead of on TV? 

ii. We put our sermons online for those who 
are unable to join us in person. But those 



who can, should make gathering with the 
family of Christ a priority in their lives. 

k. Those of the nation who came back to the Holy 
land made it a priority to start worshipping 
together because this privilege had been taken 
from them for seventy years. 

l. Amongst the ruins of the temple, they worshipped 
God before concerning themselves with the great 
task of rebuilding. 

m. According to Pew Research, as of March 2022, 
about 27% of Americans are attending in person 
worship services. About 30% are watching online. 

n. We had our worship services taken from us for a 
time because of illness, and many have not come 
back. 

o. It is time that we reclaim worship as the gathered 
body of believers. 

 
2. WORSHIP INVOLVES REPENTANCE 

a. According to Leviticus 23:27, the tenth day of the 
seventh month is the Day of Atonement. 

b. It was a sabbath of complete rest and self-denial. 
c. It was a day to be sorry for one’s sins. 
d. Current western culture tells us that we should 

never deny ourselves. Indulge in whatever you 
want. 

i. Eat all you want. 
ii. Drink all you want. 
iii. Buy all you want. 
iv. Say whatever you want. 
v. Sleep with whomever you want. 

e. This same culture also tells us that we should never 
feel guilt or shame. 

i. This culture publicly celebrates lust. 
ii. This culture publicly celebrates sin. 



iii. This culture celebrates people who are 
deceived into believing that their body is 
the wrong gender. 

f. People do not repent of their sins now; they 
celebrate them and increase them.  

g. When we worship, we are confronted with God’s 
holiness and our sinfulness. Worship highlights our 
need to repent. This is a vicious cycle while we are 
still living in this corrupted flesh. 

h. God knew that no amount of sacrifice would 
ultimately take away our sin except the blood of 
Jesus. 

i. The Israelites had a lot to atone for. Their national 
sin was why God used the Babylonian captivity to 
remove them from the land.  

j. We do not have a Day of Atonement, because 
atonement has been made for us. We do, however, 
need to repent. 

i. Repent of our personal sins. 
ii. Repent of our national sins. 
iii. Repent of the sins of the church. 

k. Repentance paves the way for restoration, and 
worship involves restoration. 

 
3. WORSHIP INVOLVES RESTORATION 

a. (3:3) They set up the altar on its foundation and 
offered burnt offerings for the morning and 
evening on it to the Lord. 

b. Seventy years earlier, when Nebuchadnezzar’s 
army had destroyed the city and the temple, they 
had also destroyed the altar. 

c. These foundations were still there after seventy 
years of neglect. 

d. God restored his people to the land, but they had 
to work for it. They found the original foundation 
and rebuilt the altar on it. They followed the 



instructions found in Exodus and built it of unhewn 
stones. 

e. Having just the altar, they were able to resume the 
sacrifices. The temple would come much later. 

f. Restoration is putting things right again. This is why 
the altar was built in its same location. This is why 
the temple would be rebuilt in the same location. 

g. These were restored, or made new, in the same 
location for the purpose of worship. 

h. When we are restored, we are also made new for 
the purpose of worship. 

i. I want us to be careful how we picture worship as 
well. Sure, worship can and should be solemn and 
reverent. But worship also, at its heart, involves 
celebrating the Lord. 

 
4. WORSHIP INVOLVES CELEBRATION 

a. (3:4) They celebrated the Festival of Shelters as 
prescribed, and offered burnt offerings each day, 
based on the number specified by ordinance for 
each festival day. 

b. The word translated celebrated here is usually 
translated as “kept or observed” when talking 
about festivals. But festivals were a time of 
celebration.  

c. The Festival of Shelters, Feast of Booths, Feast of 
Tabernacles (KJV) was a time that they all moved 
out of the houses into tents for temporary shelters 
for seven days to remember how their ancestors 
lived on the journey from Egypt to the Promised 
Land. 

d. How great is it that these descendants, who had 
been exiled from the promised land and returned 
to the land could celebrate this deliverance by God 
with deliverance of their own. 



e. They may have just started rebuilding their homes 
on the family land or have just barely moved into 
them. 

f. How many of you would like if God required you to 
go camping for one week every year? 

g. We continue the tradition of celebrating what God 
has done. 

i. Christmas 
ii. Easter 

h. Why not celebrate Him weekly? After all, He is 
good to us every day, right? 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 Since man first committed sin, God is in the business of 
restoring us. His plan to send His Son can be seen as early as the 
fall of man in scripture. We do not automatically receive this 
restoration, however. We must come to Him in worship, we must 
come to Him in repentance. Once we have accepted His authority 
over our lives, we then have reason to celebrate! Who here is 
ready to respond to the Lord this morning? 
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