
Rebuilding the Foundation May 22, 2022 
Ezra 3:8-13 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must learn from the past, not live in it. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will recognize the work of God in 
the current situation. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 Last week, we saw that the Israelites returned to 
Jerusalem and rebuilt the altar on its foundation in order to 
resume worship of God there. They had been in captivity for 70 
years and were allowed to return, but temple and the city had 
been demolished. But they built the bare minimum thing 
necessary, the altar, and started observing the Festivals again. 
They also started buying the materials and paying workers for the 
rebuilding of the temple. This is where we pick up today.  
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Ezra 3:8-13 

In the second month of the second year after they arrived at 
God’s house in Jerusalem, Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Jeshua son 
of Jozadak, and the rest of their brothers, including the priests, 
the Levites, and all who had returned to Jerusalem from the 
captivity, began to build. They appointed the Levites who were 
twenty years old or more to supervise the work on the Lord’s 
house. 9Jeshua with his sons and brothers, Kadmiel with his sons, 
and the sons of Judah and of Henadad, with their sons and 
brothers, the Levites, joined together to supervise those working 
on the house of God. 

10When the builders had laid the foundation of the Lord’s temple, 
the priests, dressed in their robes and holding trumpets, and the 
Levites descended from Asaph, holding cymbals, took their 
positions to praise the Lord, as King David of Israel had instructed. 
11They sang with praise and thanksgiving to the Lord: “For he is 

https://biblehub.com/ezra/3-9.htm
https://biblehub.com/ezra/3-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/ezra/3-11.htm


good; his faithful love to Israel endures forever.” Then all the 
people gave a great shout of praise to the Lord because the 
foundation of the Lord’s house had been laid.  

12But many of the older priests, Levites, and family heads, who 
had seen the first temple, wept loudly when they saw the 
foundation of this temple, but many others shouted joyfully. 
13The people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful 
shouting from that of the weeping, because the people were 
shouting so loudly. And the sound was heard far away. 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
 Does anyone else like to look back at their teenage years 
and think about how good they were? When I was 17, I used to 
cruise Main Street in my 1978 Datsun B210, blasting Def Leppard 
on a $35 stereo cassette player. I would stop at DQ for a Blizzard 
or Stop N Shop for a Coke. I always had money in my pocket, and 
usually a friend or two ready to go do something juvenile and 
stupid with me. Good times! 
 The thing is, the way I remember it isn’t really the way it 
always was. I had a job working until 11pm most nights in a town 
that rolled up the streets at 6pm. I was trying to figure out what 
to do after high school and battling a crippling fear of failing that 
left me unwilling to try things. I had an anger problem, problems 
with my parents, problems with people at church. Billy Joel said it 
best, “The good old days weren’t always good, and tomorrow 
ain’t as bad as it seems.” 
 Nostalgia is funny that way. This is what we see some of 
the older exiles who have returned experiencing. From this 
passage, we will see that in order to move ahead with God’s plan 
for our lives, I must put in the work, I must keep my focus on God, 
and I must not live in the past. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. I MUST PUT IN THE WORK 

https://biblehub.com/ezra/3-12.htm
https://biblehub.com/ezra/3-13.htm


a. (3:8) In the second month of the second year after 
they arrived at God’s house in Jerusalem, 
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Jeshua son of Jozadak, 
and the rest of their brothers, including the priests, 
the Levites, and all who had returned to Jerusalem 
from the captivity began to build. 

b. We read last week that they had rebuilt the altar 
and gave money to stonecutters and started 
arranging for cedar from Lebanon. These things 
took some time. They were going as fast as their 
logistics would allow. 

c. This was the same month that Solomon began 
building the original temple. 

d. It was right after the spring rains and the early 
harvest of flax and barley. They still had to eat! 

e. Three things were important here: 
i. Patience to wait on foundation stones and 

lumber. 
ii. Willingness to do the hard work of 

rebuilding. 
iii. Generosity to the House of God. 

f. We see the Levites supervising, but there must 
have been an impressive number of men working 
on this temple foundation. 

g. We all have work to do in building the house of the 
Lord! 

 
2. I MUST KEEP MY FOCUS ON GOD 

a. (3:10-11) When the builders had laid the 
foundation of the Lord’s temple, the priests, 
dressed in their robes and holding trumpets, and 
the Levites descended from Asaph, holding 
cymbals, took their positions to praise the Lord, as 
King David of Israel had instructed. They sang with 
praise and thanksgiving to the Lord: “For he is 
good; his faithful love to Israel endures forever.” 



Then all the people gave a great shout of praise to 
the Lord because the foundation of the Lord’s 
house had been laid. 

b. They had a good start to the building of the Lord’s 
house and were celebrating. 

c. Like their ancestor David, they were worshipping 
with trumpets and cymbals and responsive singing. 

d. They were singing from Psalms, “For He is good; His 
faithful love to Israel endures forever.” 

e. They were working for God’s glory and celebrating 
what He allowed them to accomplish. 

f. Next year, we’re going to have a celebration of 
what God has allowed Sappony to accomplish over 
the last 250 years. 

g. Of course, they had just finished the foundation. 
There was still a lot of work to do. There is still a lot 
of work for us to do as well, which is why we must 
not live in the past. 

 
3. I MUST NOT LIVE IN THE PAST 

a. (3:12) But many of the older priests, Levites, and 
family heads, who had seen the first temple, wept 
loudly when they saw the foundation of this 
temple, but many others shouted joyfully. The 
people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful 
shouting from that of the weeping, because the 
people were shouting so loudly. And the sound was 
heard far away. 

b. We have two things going on here at the same 
time: 

i. The younger people are celebrating God 
and looking forward. 

ii. The older people are looking back at what 
was so great about the past. 



c. To be sure, there were great things about the 
original temple that could never be recreated in 
the new one. 

i. The Ark of the Covenant 
ii. The Mercy Seat 
iii. The manna that had been kept 
iv. Aaron’s rod that had budded. 
v. These items were gone forever. 

d. These people were more focused on what was 
gone than on what was to be. 

e. What they seem to have forgotten was that the 
presence of God had left the temple before it was 
destroyed. 

f. All that had remained was the building, which had 
then been destroyed as a punishment. 

g. I see this as I attend PBA meetings, when people 
talk about how big it was and all the great things 
that they did in the past. 

h. Certainly, there is a lot to learn from the past. 
i. What was done right? 

ii. What was done wrong? 
iii. How God was working. 

i. If we continually look at the past, we can miss what 
God is doing right now. For instance, across the 
SBC: 

i. Giving is up. 
ii. Baptisms are up. 
iii. Attendance is up. 

j. If we’re busy looking at the past, we can miss the 
fact that Muslims are coming to Christ in record 
number. 

k. If we’re busy looking at the past, we can miss what 
God expects from us right now. 

 
CONCLUSION:  



 The people who went back to rebuild the temple and 
reestablish worship in Jerusalem were doing what God had called 
them to do. They were preparing for the arrival of Christ, even 
without realizing it. And many were genuinely excited about what 
God was allowing them to do. Are we going to be excited for what 
God is doing and allowing us to do? Or are we going to look back 
in sorrow at what used to be? We have a choice to make. 
 
 
FOUR QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you hear God saying to you? 
2. What keeps you from doing that? 
3. If you were to do that, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who are you going to tell? 
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