
Ezra’s Prayer June 26, 2022 
Ezra 9:1-15 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must be grieved by sin. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will recognize the harmful 
effects of sin. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
  Last week, we discussed the dedication of the second 
Temple and the renewed celebration of the Passover. And you 
may or may not have noticed that for the first six chapters of the 
book of Ezra, we never hear of Ezra being mentioned. Our book’s 
namesake appears in chapter 7. Chapter 7 gives us his genealogy. 
This is notable because his great-grandfather Hilkiah was the high 
priest during the reforms of King Josiah in 2 Kings chapters 22-23. 
King Josiah had followed a long line of kings who did what was evil 
in the sight of the Lord. Josiah, on the other hand, refurbished the 
temple, which caused the priest to find the book of the law. Josiah 
obeyed the law, renewed the covenant, removed idols from the 
temple, and destroyed a lot of places of false worship. After his 
death, his son went the opposite way, and Judah was conquered 
by Nebuchadnezzar 21 years later.  
 Ezra gets sent from Babylon to Jerusalem by King 
Artaxerxes of Persia bringing people and gifts to the temple. 
Chapter 8 is mostly the census of who came with Ezra and his 
effort to find Levites to serve in the temple. So we’re going to skip 
ahead to chapter 9. 
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Ezra 9:1-15 

After these things had been done, the leaders approached me and 
said, “The people of Israel, the priests, and the Levites have not 
separated themselves from the surrounding peoples whose 
detestable practices are like those of the Canaanites, Hethites, 
Perizzites, Jebusites, Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians, and 



Amorites. 2Indeed, the Israelite men have taken some of their 
daughters as wives for themselves and their sons, so that the holy 
seed has become mixed with the surrounding peoples. The 
leaders and officials have taken the lead in this 
unfaithfulness!”3When I heard this report, I tore my tunic and 
robe, pulled out some of the hair from my head and beard, and 
sat down devastated. 

4Everyone who trembled at the words of the God of Israel 
gathered around me, because of the unfaithfulness of the exiles, 
while I sat devastated until the evening offering. 5At the evening 
offering, I got up from my time of humiliation, with my tunic and 
robe torn. Then I fell on my knees and spread out my hands to the 
Lord my God. 6And I said:  

My God, I am ashamed and embarrassed to lift my face toward 
you, my God, because our iniquities are higher than our heads 
and our guilt is as high as the heavens. 7Our guilt has been 
terrible from the days of our ancestors until the present. Because 
of our iniquities we have been handed over, along with our kings 
and priests, to the surrounding kings, and to the sword, captivity, 
plundering, and open shame, as it is today. 8But now, for a brief 
moment, grace has come from the Lord our God to preserve a 
remnant for us and give us a stake in his holy place. Even in our 
slavery, God has given us a little relief and light to our eyes. 
9Though we are slaves, our God has not abandoned us in our 
slavery. He has extended grace to us in the presence of the 
Persian kings, giving us relief, so that we can rebuild the house of 
our God and repair its ruins, to give us a wall in Judah and 
Jerusalem. 

10Now, our God, what can we say in light of this? For we have 
abandoned the commands 11you gave through your servants the 
prophets, saying, “The land you are entering to possess is an 
impure land. The surrounding peoples have filled it from end to 
end with their uncleanness by their impurity and detestable 
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practices. 12So do not give your daughters to their sons in 
marriage or take their daughters for your sons. Never pursue their 
welfare or prosperity, so that you will be strong, eat the good 
things of the land, and leave it as an inheritance to your sons 
forever.” 13After all that has happened to us because of our evil 
deeds and terrible guilt — though you, our God, have punished us 
less than our iniquities deserve and have allowed us to survive—  
14should we break your commands again and intermarry with the 
peoples who commit these detestable practices? Wouldn’t you 
become so angry with us that you would destroy us, leaving 
neither remnant nor survivor? 15Lord God of Israel, you are 
righteous, for we survive as a remnant today. Here we are before 
you with our guilt, though no one can stand in your presence 
because of this. 

 
INTRODUCTION: 

I know that this morning, many pastors will be preaching a 
victory lap about Roe v. Wade being reversed. Sadly also, some 
pastors will preach from the opposite perspective. My perspective 
is this: Nobody’s heart was changed as the result of this Supreme 
Court decision. Those hearts who want to abort the unborn 
continue to want to do so. 

Abortion is just a symptom of hearts that are far from God. 
When we are focused on what we want instead of what God 
wants, we can justify all manner of sins. It was the same with the 
Israelites. They wanted wives that were forbidden for them to 
have. So, they justified it anyway they could. This worked until 
they were forced to recognize their sin. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. WE MUST RECOGNIZE SIN 
a. (9:1-2) After these things had been done, the 

leaders approached me and said, “The people of 
Israel, the priests, and the Levites have not 
separated themselves from the surrounding 
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peoples whose detestable practices are like those 
of the Canaanites, Hethites, Perizzites, Jebusites, 
Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians, and Amorites. 
2Indeed, the Israelite men have taken some of 
their daughters as wives for themselves and their 
sons, so that the holy seed has become mixed with 
the surrounding peoples. The leaders and officials 
have taken the lead in this unfaithfulness!” 

b. The prohibition was not about race. 
i. Just over 55 years ago, Loving v. Virginia 

was decided. 
ii. (Num. 12) Moses’ Cushite wife 
iii. In Josh 2, a Canaanite prostitute helps to 

hide the spies of Israel in Jericho. In Mt. 1:5, 
she is an ancestor of Jesus. 

iv. Mt. 1:5 also mentions Ruth, who a 
Moabitess who was married to Boaz. 

c. The prohibition was about religion 
i. (1 Kings 11) Solomon married foreign 

women and started worshipping their gods. 
ii. The practice continued throughout both the 

northern and southern kingdoms until they 
were conquered by Assyria and Babylon 
respectively. 

d. The sin, then, was unfaithfulness to God and His 
plan for Israel. His plan was for His people to live 
differently than the world around them. It still is. 

e. When God’s people start compromising and 
worshipping the gods of this world, they are no 
longer worshipping God. Even if they try to put a 
Christian face on it. 

f. These returned exiles were committing the exact 
same sins that had gotten their parents and 
grandparents sent into captivity. 

g. Ezra was grieved by this public national sin. So 
grieved that he tore his clothing and tore his hair 
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and beard. These were signs of great distress 
knowing that God was greatly offended. 

h. We should be grieved by public national sin as well. 
And we must confess that sin. 

 
2. WE MUST CONFESS SIN 

a. (9:6-7) My God, I am ashamed and embarrassed to 
lift my face toward you, my God, because our 
iniquities are higher than our heads and our guilt is 
as high as the heavens. 7Our guilt has been terrible 
from the days of our ancestors until the present. 
Because of our iniquities we have been handed 
over, along with our kings and priests, to the 
surrounding kings, and to the sword, captivity, 
plundering, and open shame, as it is today. 

b. Notice how Ezra is praying on behalf of the people. 
i. This is a function of priests. 

ii. He is confessing on behalf of the people, 
but they will still need to recognize their 
individual sin and turn away from it. 

c. The religious leaders had taken the lead in this 
practice. They created a culture where it was 
socially acceptable to marry in violation of God’s 
explicit command. 

d. We are surrounded by a culture where almost any 
manner of sin is socially acceptable. So did the 
Jews. But these sins are not acceptable among 
God’s people. Our beliefs, our lives, and our 
practices must look different than those around us.  

e. When we discover sin in our lives, we must confess 
that sin. And we must receive God’s grace. 

 
3. WE MUST RECEIVE GOD’S GRACE 

a. (9:8-9) 8But now, for a brief moment, grace has 
come from the Lord our God to preserve a remnant 
for us and give us a stake in his holy place. Even in 
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our slavery, God has given us a little relief and light 
to our eyes. 9Though we are slaves, our God has 
not abandoned us in our slavery. He has extended 
grace to us in the presence of the Persian kings, 
giving us relief, so that we can rebuild the house of 
our God and repair its ruins, to give us a wall in 
Judah and Jerusalem. 

b. The grace that the Jews received was that they 
were not punished as harshly as they deserved. 

c. (9:13) though you, our God, have punished us less 
than our iniquities deserve and have allowed us to 
survive 

d. In His great love, God allowed them to come back 
to their land and set up the temple. He allowed 
them to continue to live as His covenant people.  

e. In the same way, God allows us to live as His 
people. He has graciously saved us from our sin. 

f. We also, if we trust in Christ, are not punished as 
we deserve. But we must repent of sin. 

 
4. WE MUST REPENT OF SIN 

a. After Ezra’s big public prayer of lament for the 
condition of the returned exiles, he calls them 
together and demands repentance. 

b. In chapter 10, these men are forced to divorce 
their foreign wives. 

c. They must thoroughly break their contact with 
their sinful actions. 

d. To repent is to turn away from your sin, to leave it 
in the past behind you.  

e. Repentance is a change of heart, recognizing that 
your sin is offensive to God and deserves to be 
punished. 

f. The Jews repented and sent away their foreign 
wives. Sure, this seems extreme. Extreme 
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separation from our sinful attitudes and behaviors 
is necessary. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 How about us? Is there some sin that we need to grieve? Is 
there a pattern of sin that we need to radically tear ourselves 
away from? We really cannot do that on our own. It is only with 
the help of Christ that we can recognize our sin for what it is and 
His grace for how much we need it. 
 
FOUR QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you hear God saying to you? 
2. What keeps you from doing that? 
3. If you were to do that, what might be a good first step? 
4. Who are you going to tell? 

  
Scripture quotations marked CSB have been taken from the 
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