
Nehemiah’s Prayer July 3, 2022 
Nehemiah 1:1-2:8 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must pray correctly in order to work effectively 
for the Lord. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will be inspired to pray after the 
manner of Nehemiah. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
  In the Hebrew scriptures, Ezra and Nehemiah are one 
book, known as Ezra. Because of that, we are going to continue 
into Nehemiah directly from our learning in Ezra. You may 
remember when we started Ezra that I told you that it picked up 
where 2 Chronicles left off. These continue the story of Israel after 
the Babylonian captivity. Last week, we covered Ezra’s prayer and 
his requirement that the Jews put away their foreign wives. 
Nehemiah picks up about eleven years later.  
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Nehemiah 1:1-2:8 
The words of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah: 
News from Jerusalem 
During the month of Chislev in the twentieth year, when I was in 
the fortress city of Susa, 2Hanani, one of my brothers, arrived 
with men from Judah, and I questioned them about Jerusalem 
and the Jewish remnant that had survived the exile. 3They said to 
me, “The remnant in the province, who survived the exile, are in 
great trouble and disgrace. Jerusalem’s wall has been broken 
down, and its gates have been burned.”  
Nehemiah’s Prayer 
4When I heard these words, I sat down and wept. I mourned for a 
number of days, fasting and praying before the God of the 
heavens. 5I said,  
Lord, the God of the heavens, the great and awe-inspiring God 
who keeps his gracious covenant with those who love him and 
keep his commands, 6let your eyes be open and your ears be 
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attentive to hear your servant’s prayer that I now pray to you day 
and night for your servants, the Israelites. I confess the sins we 
have committed against you. Both I and my father’s family have 
sinned. 7We have acted corruptly toward you and have not kept 
the commands, statutes, and ordinances you gave your servant 
Moses. 8Please remember what you commanded your servant 
Moses: “If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the 
peoples. 9But if you return to me and carefully observe my 
commands, even though your exiles were banished to the farthest 
horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place 
where I chose to have my name dwell.” 10They are your servants 
and your people. You redeemed them by your great power and 
strong hand. 11Please, Lord, let your ear be attentive to the 
prayer of your servant and to that of your servants who delight to 
revere your name. Give your servant success today, and grant him 
compassion in the presence of this man. 
At the time, I was the king’s cupbearer.  
 
During the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King 
Artaxerxes, when wine was set before him, I took the wine and 
gave it to the king. I had never been sad in his presence, 2so the 
king said to me, “Why do you look so sad, when you aren’t sick? 
This is nothing but sadness of heart.”  
I was overwhelmed with fear 3and replied to the king, “May the 
king live forever! Why should I not be sad when the city where my 
ancestors are buried lies in ruins and its gates have been 
destroyed by fire?”  
4Then the king asked me, “What is your request?” 
So I prayed to the God of the heavens 5and answered the king, “If 
it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor with you, 
send me to Judah and to the city where my ancestors are buried, 
so that I may rebuild it.”  
6The king, with the queen seated beside him, asked me, “How 
long will your journey take, and when will you return?” So I gave 
him a definite time, and it pleased the king to send me. 
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7I also said to the king, “If it pleases the king, let me have letters 
written to the governors of the region west of the Euphrates 
River, so that they will grant me safe passage until I reach Judah. 
8And let me have a letter written to Asaph, keeper of the king’s 
forest, so that he will give me timber to rebuild the gates of the 
temple’s fortress, the city wall, and the home where I will live.” 
The king granted my requests, for the gracious hand of my God 
was on me. 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 Have you ever had someone say, “I’m praying for you?” 
Did you know that often they don’t actually pray for you? Have 
any of you ever done that? You meant to, but then forgot or got 
busy? Sometimes we say this out of habit. I know one man who 
committed to stopping right then to pray with the person about a 
situation so he wouldn’t forget. It’s much easier to remember to 
pray if we are personally affected by the thing we are praying 
about. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. I MUST BE AFFECTED 
a. (1:4) When I heard these words, I sat down and 

wept. I mourned for a number of days, fasting and 
praying before the God of the heavens. 

b. Nehemiah was sorry for his people. He has found 
out that they are in “great trouble and disgrace.” 

c. They had gone back to build the temple, but the 
city walls are in ruins and the gates are destroyed.  

d. Some scholars want to argue that because of the 
way this passage is worded, that the returned 
exiles had partially rebuilt the walls and gates when 
they were destroyed by the military force from 
Ezra 4. Others assert that they had been like this 
for 150 years since the time of Nebuchadnezzar. 

https://biblehub.com/nehemiah/2-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/nehemiah/2-8.htm


e. It’s not really important how we got to this point, 
but we are here and must move on. A good lesson 
for the church in America! 

f. The city’s walls were to be the temple’s security 
from invaders, and there were no walls. 

g. The temple was rebuilt, but it was not nearly as 
nice and ornate as the original. Without the 
security of a wall, they could not really decorate it 
without it becoming a target. 

h. These things must have been very demoralizing. 
Nehemiah knew that, and he felt it in his heart. 
Their shame and disgrace were his as well. He 
knew that something had to be done. So, he asked 
God for the answer. 

 
2. I MUST ASK FOR THE ANSWER 

a. (1:11) Please, Lord, let your ear be attentive to the 
prayer of your servant and to that of your servants 
who delight to revere your name. Give your servant 
success today, and grant him compassion in the 
presence of this man. 

b. Let’s pay attention to what Nehemiah prayed 
before he asked for success.  

i. He talked about who God is: “Lord, the God 
of the heavens, the great and awe-inspiring 
God who keeps His gracious covenant.” 

ii. He confessed sin: His and his family. 
iii. He reminded God of His covenant promises 

from Deut. 30. If the people rebelled and 
were exiled from the land and returned to 
Him, He would bring them back! 

c. This is a good practice to get into in our daily 
prayer lives. 

i. Praise God for who He is and what He has 
done. Give thanks! 

ii. Confess sin and repent of it. 



iii. You cannot claim God’s promises if you do 
not know them! 

iv. It’s ok to ask God for success. Remember 
that it might look different than you think. 

d. When we are seeking an answer from God, it is 
usually not just a one-time prayer. Nehemiah 
mourned, fasted, and prayed for many days before 
receiving his answer. We must await the answer. 

 
3. I MUST AWAIT THE ANSWER 

a. Nehemiah is kind enough to give us dates for when 
he received the bad news and when he was able to 
bring his request to the king. Chislev is about Nov-
Dec. (when he got the news). Nisan was March-
April. He prayed, fasted, and waited for four 
months. 

b. In our microwave culture, we are not used to 
waiting. But we must wait on God’s timing. 

c. While Nehemiah was waiting, he was continuing to 
seek God’s answer. 

d. He also started visualizing what this answer would 
look like. 

e. He also had time to realize that the answer would 
require action on his part. 

 
4. I MUST ACT ON THE ANSWER 

a. As the cupbearer for the king, Nehemiah had 
access, but he had to be careful. 

b. Appearing sad before the king was risky. 
c. Nehemiah recognizes the opportunity when the 

king asks him, “What is your request?”  
d. Before he answers, Nehemiah again prays to God, 

very quickly we assume.  
e. Because he is prepared for his prayer to be 

answered, Nehemiah knows exactly what to ask 
for. 



i. Leave for definite time to rebuild Jerusalem. 
ii. By virtue of building the city, he will be the 

governor of the province. 
iii. Letters of safe passage. 
iv. Wood from the king’s forest. 

f. Nehemiah asked, and received everything he asked 
for. This meant he had his work cut out for him. 

g. All his prayers would have meant nothing if he 
hadn’t gone to Jerusalem and led the rebuilding of 
the walls and the gates. 

h. When we ask God for something, we must be 
willing to act when He gives us what we request. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 Is there something that you have been concerned about? 
Are you praying about it continuously and seeking God’s will? Are 
you patiently waiting on His answer? Finally, when He gives you 
the answer, are you ready to act on it? A lot of us want to see 
someone come to Christ. Are we doing the work of praying, 
waiting for the opportunity, then doing the work of sharing the 
gospel?   
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