
Immediately They Left Sept 11, 2022 
Mark 1:14-20 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must follow Christ and call others to do the 
same. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will examine what following 
Christ looks like in his/her life. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 Last week we started Mark’s gospel by looking at Christ’s 
baptism, followed by His temptation in the wilderness. Today, we 
move to the next thing that Mark mentions, picking up in verse 
20.   
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Mark 1:14-20 

14 After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee, proclaiming the 

good news[h][i] of God: 15 “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 

God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” 

16 As he passed alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 

Andrew, Simon’s brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were 

fishermen. 17 “Follow me,” Jesus told them, “and I will make you 

fish for[j] people.” 18 Immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. 19 Going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee 

and his brother John in a boat putting their nets in order. 
20 Immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in 

the boat with the hired men and followed him. 

INTRODUCTION: 
 In this passage, we see that Jesus delivers a simple 
message, gives a simple command, and makes a simple promise. 
The message, the command, and the promise still apply to us 
today. So, let’s look at them. 
 
MESSAGE: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201&version=CSB,NIV,KJV,ESV#fen-CSB-24227h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201&version=CSB,NIV,KJV,ESV#fen-CSB-24227i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201&version=CSB,NIV,KJV,ESV#fen-CSB-24230j


1. JESUS’ SIMPLE MESSAGE 
a. (1:15) The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 

has come near. 
b. “The time is fulfilled: There are two ancient Greek 

words that can be translated time. One is chronos, 

meaning simple chronological time. The other is 

kairos, meaning “the strategic opportunity, the 

decisive time.” Jesus used this second word when 

He said, “the time is fulfilled.” His idea was, “The 

strategic time for the kingdom of God is now. Now 

is your time of opportunity. Don’t let it pass you 

by.” (Guzik 2017) 

c. Israel had been looking for the coming of the 
Messiah for 700 years. 

d. Note that Jesus is announcing His kingdom, not 
campaigning for it. 

e. “I say, least any conscience-stricken sinner should 
question whether he may do it. Surely, you may do 
what God commands you to do.” (C. H. Spurgeon n.d.) 

 
2. JESUS’ SIMPLE COMMAND 

a. (1:15) Repent and believe the good news 
i. Repent means to turn and go the other way 

ii. Believe is more than head knowledge 
b. (1:17) Follow me 

i. Example of going to Florida on I-95 
1. What if I went north instead? 
2. What if I stayed at the gas station? 
3. What if I decided I knew a better 

way? 
4. What if I let the first accident cause 

me to give up? 
ii. It does no good just to stop going the way 

you are going. 
iii. We must follow Jesus. This implies 

movement in our lives. 



c. “Yet, remember, though he condescendeth to 

reason, to persuade, to invite, and to beseech, still 

his gospel hath in it all the dignity and force of a 

command; and if we would preach it in these days 

as Christ did, we must proclaim it as a command 

from God, attended with a divine sanction, and not 

to be neglected save at the infinite peril of the 

soul.” (C. H. Spurgeon n.d.) 

d. We must draw closer to Jesus in our everyday lives. 
 

3. JESUS’ SIMPLE PROMISE 
a. (1:17) “I will make you fish for people” 
b. “I will make you become: “Implying a gradual 

process of training.” (Guzik 2017) 

c. One cannot truly follow Jesus without attempting 
to bring others along to saving faith in Him. 

d. “Our business is not to entice a fish to swallow the 

bait but to cast the net all around us and lift sinners 

out of the element in which they lie, into the boat 

where Christ is.” (C. H. Spurgeon 2017) 

e. As we follow Christ we will become those “fishers 
of men” because we will want others to know Him 
as well. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 The message of Christ is simple. Yet, it also requires that 
we do difficult things. It requires that we follow him wherever He 
leads us. It means that we take up our cross daily and follow Him. 
It means that we say, “not my will, but yours be done.” It may 
require us to forsake the fishing boat, friends, family, or even our 
very lives.  
 Have you done that? Have you ever recognized that Christ 
is Lord and committed yourself to follow the One who paid for 
your sins on the cross, died, and was raised again? Have you ever 
done more than acknowledge Him? What will your life look like if 



you “repent and believe the good news?” What will your life look 
like if Jesus makes you “fish for people?”  
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