
Immediately He Got Up Sep 25, 2022 
Mark 1:39-2:12 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  Obedience to the Lord is required regardless of 
my opinion. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will examine areas of his life 
where he feels he may know better than God. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
Last week, we noted Jesus’ compassion while healing people and 
casting out demons in Capernaum. When we left off, He had told 
his disciples that they needed to go into the other villages to 
preach because that was why He had come. It was sometime 
during the tour of these villages that we get to today as we pick 
up at Mark 1:39.   
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Mark 1:39-2:12 
He went into all of Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and 
driving out demons. 40 Then a man with leprosy[m] came to him 
and, on his knees,[n] begged him, “If you are willing, you can make 
me clean.” 41 Moved with compassion,[o] Jesus reached out his 
hand and touched him. “I am willing,” he told him. “Be made 
clean.” 42 Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made 
clean. 43 Then he sternly warned him and sent him away at once, 
44 telling him, “See that you say nothing to anyone; but go and 
show yourself to the priest, and offer what Moses commanded 
for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.”[p] 45 Yet he went out 
and began to proclaim it widely and to spread the news, with the 
result that Jesus could no longer enter a town openly. But he was 
out in deserted places, and they came to him from everywhere. 

When he entered Capernaum again after some days, it was 
reported that he was at home. 2 So many people gathered 
together that there was no more room, not even in the doorway, 
and he was speaking the word to them. 3 They came to him 
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bringing a paralytic, carried by four of them. 4 Since they were not 
able to bring him to[a] Jesus because of the crowd, they removed 
the roof above him, and after digging through it, they lowered the 
mat on which the paralytic was lying. 5 Seeing their faith, Jesus 
told the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 

6 But some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their 

hearts: 7 “Why does he speak like this? He’s blaspheming! Who 

can forgive sins but God alone?”  

8 Right away Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were thinking 

like this within themselves and said to them, “Why are you 

thinking these things in your hearts? 9 Which is easier: to say to 

the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your 

mat, and walk’? 10 But so that you may know that the Son of Man 

has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he told the paralytic— 
11 “I tell you: get up, take your mat, and go home.” 

12 Immediately he got up, took the mat, and went out in front of 

everyone. As a result, they were all astounded and gave glory to 

God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”  

 

INTRODUCTION: 
 I read an article this week about a woman claiming that 
her polyamorous lifestyle is compatible with her faith. This 
woman, living with her husband and a boyfriend, admits that she 
is not a biblical literalist. The truth is that she has had to throw out 
all of the Bible’s teaching on marriage and sexuality in order to 
arrive at the point where this was acceptable to her. People do 
this all the time. They treat the Lord’s commands as a biblical 
buffet, where you pick what you like and leave the rest. 
Disobedience to the Lord is rampant in society, in the family, and 
in the church. Today, we will see that that disobedient actions and 
words are the result of thinking that we know more than Jesus, 
and the harm that it brings to the work of the kingdom. 
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MESSAGE: 
1. MY DISOBEDIENCE INHIBITS JESUS’ WORK 

a. Imagine suffering from a debilitating disease like 
leprosy! 

i. Your skin is covered in sores. 
ii. You aren’t allowed in town. 
iii. If someone comes toward you, you must 

shout “unclean, unclean” to warn them. 
iv. Certainly, nobody can touch you. 

b. Along comes Jesus 
i. “If you are willing, you can make me clean.” 

ii. We are told that Jesus had compassion on 
him. 

iii. Jesus touched him. 
1. In violation of the law. 
2. Touching a leper meant you could 

get leprosy. 
3. The Creator knows a thing or two 

about epidemiology. 
4. The touch was not necessary for the 

healing. 
iv. “I am willing. Be made clean.” And he was. 

c. Jesus gave two clear instructions. 
i. Don’t tell anyone! 

ii. Show the priest and make the offering. 
d. Two things happened as the result of the leper’s 

disobedience that we know of. 
i. By telling everyone, he caused Jesus’ 

preaching ministry to be hijacked by those 
looking for healing. 

1. When Jesus left Capernaum, he told 
Simon they were going to the towns 
for Him to preach because, “This is 
why I have come” (1:38). 

2. Now, Jesus could not go into the 
towns and the synagogues. 



ii. He missed the opportunity to show his 
healing to the priest “as a testimony” (1:44) 

1. Leviticus 14 gives exact instructions 
on what to do if someone is 
cleansed of leprosy. 

2. The law still applied! He missed an 
opportunity to show the religious 
leaders that Jesus had done a 
miraculous healing. His leprosy 
would have been previously noted 
by a priest. 

e. In the same way, my disobedience interferes with 
the spread of the gospel. 

i. Many people who claim Christ: 
1. Live in sexual sin. 
2. Have foul mouths. 
3. Gossip and slander. 
4. Lie and cheat. 
5. Look down on the sins of others 

while committing sins themselves. 
ii. If a “Christian’s” life looks like the world’s 

life, then it is not a testimony for Christ. 
f. Many have tried over the years to justify this man’s 

actions as “he was so excited he couldn’t help 
himself.” It’ better to realize, as Spurgeon, that 
there is no excuse for disobedience to Christ. This 
leper’s disobedience hindered the mission of 
Christ, and so does ours. Quite often, it is because 
we think that we know more than Jesus. 

 
2. MY ACTIONS SHOW IF I THINK I KNOW MORE THAN JESUS 

a. Many of us have tried to attribute noble motives to 
this leper.  

b. The truth is that he probably thought he would 
help Jesus to be more popular by telling everyone. 

c. “There’s no good reason to keep this to myself.” 



d. “I don’t need to bother the priest.” 
e. We face the same temptation to rationalize our 

actions. 
i. “The Bible was written a long time ago.” 

ii. “Jesus didn’t understand what life today is 
like.” 

iii. “What I’m doing doesn’t affect anyone 
else.” 

f. These rationalizations are lies from the devil. 
i. Those sins you think know one knows about 

are damaging you. 
ii. Those sins that you think are no big deal are 

harming you, and likely others. 
iii. Those sins that society celebrates are 

destroying people's lives. 
g. Any time that we act in disobedience to God’s 

commands, we essentially say, “I know better than 
the Creator of the universe what is right for me. 

h. (Jdg. 17:6) In those days, everyone did whatever 
seemed right in their own eyes. 

i. We are living in that time again! 
j. In the same way that our actions show if we think 

that we know more than Jesus, our words do the 
same thing. 

 
3. MY WORDS SHOW IF I THINK I KNOW MORE THAN JESUS 

a. (2:6) But some of the scribes were sitting there, 
questioning in their hearts: “Why does he speak 
like this? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins 
but God alone?” 

b. “How can sins be rightly remitted unless the very 

One against whom one has sinned grants the 

pardon? Against Heresies.” (Irenaeus of Lyon 202 

A. D.) 

c. (Ps. 51:4) “Against you—you alone—I have sinned 
and done this evil in your sight. So you are right 



when you pass sentence; you are blameless when 
you judge.”—David, after sleeping with Uriah’s wife 
and having him murdered. 

d. The scribes were right that only God could forgive 
sins; they just didn’t understand that Jesus is God. 

e. They apparently were willing to ignore the 
“teaching with authority,” the casting out of 
demons, and the healings, or at least to attribute 
them to a mere man. They thought, because of 
their education that they knew more than Jesus 
and had caught him in blasphemy. 

f. How might we be tempted to think we know more 
than Jesus today? 

i. “The Bible doesn’t really mean…” 
ii. “It’s not loving to call certain things sin.” 
iii. “Jesus never spoke about…” 

1. Argument from silence. DUI ex. 
2. Jesus always affirmed the scriptures. 

iv. “The moral code of the Bible is outdated.” 
g. Many people in society are making these 

arguments now. 
i. Those who’ve never believed. 

ii. Those who’ve left the faith. 
iii. Some who still claim the faith, but want to 

make Christ into their image instead of the 
other way around. 

h. As we follow Christ in obedience, we become more 
like Him. Our obedience shows the work of Jesus in 
our lives. 

 
4. MY OBEDIENCE SHOWS THE WORK OF JESUS IN MY LIFE 

a. (2:12) Immediately he got up, took the mat, and 
went out in front of everyone. As a result, they 
were all astounded and gave glory to God, saying, 
“We have never seen anything like this.” 

b. What if this paralytic had simply laid there? 



c. His obedience showed everyone his healing! He 
was proving the work of the Lord in his life. 

d. In the same way, our obedience to the Lord 
demonstrates His work in our lives. 

i. Obedience to Biblical morals is not common 
in our day. We are different. 

e. What if the world looked at us today and said, “We 
have never seen anything like this.”? 

f. If Jesus has truly done a work in your life, you will 
have strength, perseverance, and determination to 
obey what He has commanded. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
 Are we obedient to what He has commanded? The 
command to “follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” The 
command to “take up your cross and follow me.” The command 
to “love the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.”  
 
Jesus loves you enough that he died on a cross for your sins. Will 
you live for Him? 
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