
He Got Up and Followed Him Oct 2, 2022 
Mark 2:13-22 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must follow Jesus regardless of the opinions of 
others. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will commit to following Christ 
regardless of social cost. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
Last week, we observed two people whom Jesus healed. One of 
them disobeyed Him because he thought he knew better than 
Jesus. The other immediately obeyed and became a testimony for 
Jesus. We observed that I am responsible for obedience to Jesus 
regardless of my opinion. Today, we will see that I am responsible 
for obedience to Jesus regardless of the opinions of others.   
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Mark 2:13-22 
 
Jesus went out again beside the sea. The whole crowd was 
coming to him, and he was teaching them. 14 Then, passing by, he 
saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax office, and he said 
to him, “Follow me,” and he got up and followed him.  
  
15 While he was reclining at the table in Levi’s house, many tax 
collectors and sinners were eating with Jesus and his disciples, for 
there were many who were following him. 16 When the scribes 
who were Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners and tax 
collectors, they asked his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?”  
  
17 When Jesus heard this, he told them, “It is not those who are 
well who need a doctor, but those who are sick. I didn’t come to 
call the righteous, but sinners.”  
  



18 Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. People 
came and asked him, “Why do John’s disciples and the Pharisees’ 
disciples fast, but your disciples do not fast?”  
  
19 Jesus said to them, “The wedding guests cannot fast while the 
groom is with them, can they? As long as they have the groom 
with them, they cannot fast. 20 But the time will come when the 
groom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast on 
that day. 21 No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old 
garment. Otherwise, the new patch pulls away from the old cloth, 
and a worse tear is made. 22 And no one puts new wine into old 
wineskins. Otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and the wine 
is lost as well as the skins. No, new wine is put into fresh 
wineskins.”  -- Mark 2:13-22 (CSB) 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 I saw news coverage this week where Russian men are 
running for the border in fear of being conscripted for the war in 
Ukraine. Since this invasion was not popular to begin with, and 
Russian forces are largely getting pushed back spectacularly, it 
seems that men do not want to line up to be targets in an unjust 
war. They are attempting to avoid the service of the enemy. At 
some time in our lives, all of us have been in service of our enemy 
the devil.  
 
MESSAGE: 

1. I MUST LEAVE THE SERVICE OF THE ENEMY 
a. Levi (known in the other gospels as Matthew) was 

a tax collector for Rome. 
i. Matthew means “granted “(Bede, 735) 

ii. Surname or name changed (there is debate) 
b. Tax collection was a lucrative job. 

i. The Romans used tax collectors from the 
communities that they occupied, and they 
were paid well. 



ii. They were familiar with the community and 
knew who had money. 

iii. They could find out assets that people hid. 
iv. Men would bid for this job.  
v. They would collect the taxes owed to Rome, 

and anything else they collected, they could 
keep. 

c. Tax collectors were known as enemies. 
i. Rabbis taught that it was righteous to lie to 

tax collectors because it was what they 
deserved as professional extortionists. 

ii. Becoming a tax collector brought shame to 
one’s entire family. 

iii. You were kicked out of synagogue. 
iv. The only friends you would have were other 

tax collectors and sinners. 
d. When Jesus called Levi, he immediately left the 

service of the enemy and followed Jesus. 
e.  Levi left his traitorous service. His lucrative income 

was now gone. 
f. In the same way, Jesus’ call on our lives is to leave 

the service of the enemy. 
g. (Rom. 6: 12-14) Therefore do not let sin reign in 

your mortal body, so that you obey its desires. 13 
And do not offer any parts of it to sin as weapons 
for unrighteousness. But as those who are alive 
from the dead, offer yourselves to God, and all the 
parts of yourselves to God as weapons for 
righteousness. 14 For sin will not rule over you, 
because you are not under the law but under 
grace. -- Romans 6:12-14 (CSB) 

h. When you use your mouth to lie or to slander, you 
are submitting your mouth as a weapon of 
unrighteousness. You are doing the enemy’s work. 

i. When you use your eyes to look at things that are 
worthless, you are submitting your eyes as 



instruments of unrighteousness. You are doing the 
enemy’s work. 

j. The Romans loved having Jews collect taxes 
because they did the work better and more 
effectively than they could. 

k. Satan loves having Christians do his work as well. 
Some “Christians” are very effectively doing the 
devil’s work for him. 

l. We see that we must leave the service of the 
enemy. We must warn our friends to leave the 
service of the enemy as well. Which means that I 
must introduce my friends to Jesus. 

 
2. I MUST INTRODUCE MY FRIENDS TO JESUS 

a. (2:15) While he was reclining at the table in Levi’s 
house, many tax collectors and sinners were eating 
with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many 
who were following him. 

b. We always see this episode as Jesus being a friend 
of sinners. And we should. But we should also see 
this as Levi, having come to know Jesus, invites all 
his friends to meet Him. 

c. The sad truth is that Levi probably never saw most 
of these people again.  

i. Jesus ate with them. 
ii. Jesus did not change his message for them. 
iii. Most choose not to follow Jesus. 

d. Many people experience a loss of all their 
relationships when they commit to Jesus. 

i. The drinking friends 
ii. The gossip friends 

e. That doesn’t mean that we don’t have an 
obligation to present Jesus to our friends. But the 
sad truth is that many won’t accept Him. 



f. Remember that Jesus never compromised the 
gospel to get people to follow Him. We shouldn’t 
either. 

i. We don’t need to make the gospel more 
palatable! 

ii. We don’t need to make the gospel more 
inclusive! 

g. If our relationship with Jesus is going to have any 
effect on others, I must have genuine devotion 
instead of dead religion. 

 
3. I MUST HAVE GENUINE DEVOTION INSTEAD OF DEAD 

RELIGION 
a. (2:18-19) Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees 

were fasting. People came and asked him, “Why do 
John’s disciples and the Pharisees’ disciples fast, 
but your disciples do not fast?” Jesus said to them, 
“The wedding guests cannot fast while the groom 
is with them, can they? As long as they have the 
groom with them, they cannot fast. 

b. The law required three days of fasting each year. 
i. Day of Atonement 

ii. Day before Purim (Esther) 

iii. Ninth of Ab, commemorating the fall of 
Jerusalem. 

c. This was none of those occasions. The Pharisees 
had taken to fasting twice a week as a sign of 
conspicuous piety. 

d. Ryrie believes that John’s disciples were fasting 
because they were mourning him. 

e. The Pharisees, however, were just interested in the 
outward appearance of holiness. They wanted 
everyone to act in accordance with their moral 
code. 



f. These observances are not bad things in and of 
themselves. They must be done with the right 
heart. 

i. Many still practice prayers and fasting. 
ii. Many read and practice the “Daily Office” 

and the “Book of Common Prayer.” These 
tools can either become a repetitive daily 
chore or be a valuable tool to deepen 
someone’s relationship with Christ. 

g. These Pharisees were meticulous in all the 
observances, but their heart was not with God, 
because they do not recognize Him. It can be the 
same with us; attending church every Sunday and 
not seeing how God is working in the world. 

h. Meaningless religious observances do not fit into a 
new life in Christ. Which means that I cannot fit 
Jesus into my old life. 

 
4. I CANNOT FIT JESUS INTO MY OLD LIFE 

a. Jesus tells those listening that the wedding party 
cannot fast while the groom is with them. Then he 
tells them that the groom will be taken away from 
them and they will fast. 

i. Can you imagine trying to fast during a 
wedding banquet? 

ii. It would be worse than trying to diet over 
the holidays. 

b. He also gives two examples that would have gone 
over the heads of the Pharisees, and quite likely, 
his disciples. 

i. New unshrunk patch on an old garment. 
ii. New wine in old wineskins. 

c. Many scholars have put many hours into explaining 
these two examples. Many see it as a contrast 
between the “old” law and “new” grace. 



d. I think that we should see ourselves as the wearers 
of the old garments. Paul writes in Ephesians 4, “to 
take off your former way of life, the old self that is 
corrupted by deceitful desires, to be renewed in 
the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, 
the one created according to God’s likeness in 
righteousness and purity of the truth.” -- Ephesians 
4:20-24 (CSB) 

e. We cannot just put a religious patch on our same 
old lives. We must wear the new garment that He 
gives us.  

f. The new life we experience in Christ will blow up 
our old life, as the new wine would destroy the old 
wineskin.  

g. After all, look what happened to Levi. He went 
from wealth and security to following around a 
homeless itinerant preacher. The life he gave up his 
family for was now gone! 

h. Are we willing to accept that cost of following Him? 
 
QUESTIONS: 

1. Have I left the service of the enemy? Or have I still been 
serving the devil with my body and my mind? 

2. Is my devotion to Jesus genuine? Or do I care more about 
religious appearances? 

3. Have I tried to keep my old life with Jesus as a patch to 
cover some holes? 

4. Who have I tried to introduce to Jesus this week? Who will 
I try to introduce to Jesus this coming week? 

  
Unless otherwise noted, scripture quotations have been taken from the 
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Publishers. Used by permission. Christian Standard Bible® and CSB® are 
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