
He Appointed Twelve Oct. 16, 2022 
Mark 3:7-19 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I need to participate in the large gathering and 
the small group. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will commit to attending both 
the worship service and Sunday School or small group. 
 
BACKGROUND: For the last several weeks, we’ve been slowly 
working our way through Mark’s gospel. Remember that this is 
the first of the gospels that was written. It’s been understood 
since at least the second century that Peter was Mark’s source. 
Last week, in the beginning of chapter 3, we saw Jesus heal a man 
on the Sabbath day at the synagogue, which caused the Pharisees 
to start plotting to kill Him. He has proven Himself to be Lord, but 
these religious leaders refuse to accept Him as Lord. So, leaving 
the synagogue, he is headed back to the sea, and that is where we 
pick up today.    
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Mark 3:7-19 
Jesus departed with his disciples to the sea, and a large crowd 
followed from Galilee, and a large crowd followed from Judea, 8 
Jerusalem, Idumea, beyond the Jordan, and around Tyre and 
Sidon. The large crowd came to him because they heard about 
everything he was doing. 9 Then he told his disciples to have a 
small boat ready for him, so that the crowd wouldn’t crush him. 10 
Since he had healed many, all who had diseases were pressing 
toward him to touch him. 11 Whenever the unclean spirits saw 
him, they fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of 
God!” 12 And he would strongly warn them not to make him 
known.  
 
13 Jesus went up the mountain and summoned those he wanted, 
and they came to him. 14 He appointed twelve, whom he also 
named apostles, to be with him, to send them out to preach, 15 



and to have authority to drive out demons. 16 He appointed the 
Twelve: To Simon, he gave the name Peter; 17 and to James the 
son of Zebedee, and to his brother John, he gave the name 
“Boanerges” (that is, “Sons of Thunder”); 18 Andrew; Philip and 
Bartholomew; Matthew and Thomas; James the son of Alphaeus, 
and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot, 19 and Judas Iscariot, who also 
betrayed him.  -- Mark 3:7-19 (CSB) 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 I have heard many pastors talk badly about large churches, 
accusing them of compromising the gospel, of just entertaining 
people, of not really requiring anything of them. Luring them in 
with gimmicks and prizes. And many times, these things are true, 
but not always. Sometimes, very large churches are faithful to the 
word. I feel like the Pharisees, after Jesus left the synagogue and 
went out and had crowds following him would have accused him 
of the same type things. 
 I heard a preacher say one time, “what you do to get 
them, you have to do more and better of the same to keep them.” 
This is probably why Jesus never kept a huge crowd of followers 
for long. He would heal people and then retreat to pray, spend 
time alone with the Father, and teach the twelve. Jesus clearly 
makes time for both the big gathering and the small group. That is 
what we will observe today. We will see that there is a time to 
“Come and See,” a time to “draw closer,” and a time to “go and 
do.” 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. COME AND SEE 
a. (3:8) The large crowd came to him because they 

heard about everything he was doing. 
b. People are drawn to Jesus for what He can do for 

them, or at least what they think He might do for 
them. 

i. We saw the same things in Chapters 1-2 in 
Capernaum. 



ii. They are pressed against Him trying to 
touch Him hoping to be healed from what is 
ailing them. 

iii. (Vs. 10) The word diseases, or plagues (KJV) 
is the Greek word for “scourges”, the same 
used in Acts 22:24 and Heb 11:36. 

1. When the tribune wanted to 
interrogate Paul. 

2. Referring to torture believers have 
received. 

3. The thought is that these diseases 
might have been seen as 
punishments whether they were or 
not. 

iv. People still come to Jesus for what they 
think He might do for them. 

1. Heal their diseases 
2. Relieve their poverty (whether real 

or perceived) 
3. To battle the injustices against 

them. 
v. People come because they hear what He 

can do.  
vi. Are we inviting people to come and see 

what Jesus can do? 
1.  (Jn. 4:29) Come, see a man who 

told me everything I ever did. Could 
this be the Messiah? 

2. (Mk. 7) The Syrophoenician woman. 
c. People were coming to see what the Lord was 

doing, so naturally the devil had to show up. The 
purpose of the unclean spirits was to thwart the 
Lord’s work.  

i. They were intended to be a distraction. 
ii. They knew who Jesus is. 



iii. They had no intention of worshipping Him. 
Their goal was to prevent people from 
worshipping Him. 

d. The larger crowd is more diverse (or at least should 
be) 

i. Judea (province) 
ii. Jerusalem (city) 
iii. Idumea (Former Edom and other territory) 
iv. Tyre and Sidon (Gentile cities) 

e. The larger gathering is essential because it is a 
better picture of the whole body of Christ. But the 
larger gathering doesn’t allow everyone the 
intimacy with the Lord and others that the small 
group does. For this, we have to draw close. 

 
2. DRAW CLOSE 

a. (3:13) Jesus went up to the mountain and 
summoned those he wanted, and they came to 
Him. 

i. Luke’s account (Ch. 6) says that Jesus 
prayed all night before selecting the 
apostles. 

ii. Jesus selected twelve that he could pour His 
time and energy into and send out after His 
ascension. 

b. These twelve, of course, had to voluntarily submit 
to Jesus’ leadership and teaching. 

c. They had to get to know Jesus more intimately and 
be known by Him. 

d. In the process, these twelve also got to spend a lot 
of time with each other. 

i. These guys were very different from each 
other. 

ii. Sometimes they bickered. 
iii. They ran the spectrum politically. 



iv. They shared a common love of Christ and a 
common purpose. 

e. Getting closer with Christ and getting closer with 
His other followers are inherently connected. 

f. The large gathering, the small group, and the 
individual time with the Lord are all essential. One 
cannot fully form as a Christian without all three. 

g. We also cannot be fully living out our faith if we do 
not go and do. 

 
3. GO AND DO 

a. (3:14) He appointed twelve, whom he also names 
apostles, to be with him, to send them out to 
preach, and to have authority to drive out demons. 

b. Note that being with him was only part of why 
Jesus called these twelve. 

c. We are not called into our holy huddles to stay 
there nice and safe. We are called into these 
groups to be taught, encouraged, strengthened, 
and held accountable. 

d. These twelve were taught so that they could carry 
on Jesus’ work after his death, burial, and 
resurrection. 

e. (Acts 1:1) “all that Jesus began to do and teach” 
f. Does this mean that all of us are to go around 

preaching and casting out demons? 
g. Each of us has gifts. (Eph. 4:11-13) And he himself 

gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip 
the saints for the work of ministry, to build up the 
body of Christ, until we all reach unity in the faith 
and in the knowledge of God’s Son, growing into 
maturity with a stature measured by Christ’s 
fullness.  -- Ephesians 4:11-14 (CSB) 

h. We are all members of the body of Christ. Every 
member in the body has a function. Only in doing 



the function for which God has given us to our 
particular church can really serve His kingdom. 

i. We are not called to be spectators. We are called 
to be workers. 

 
QUESTIONS: 

1. Do I “come and see” what God is doing? 
2. Do I invite others to “come and see” what God is doing? 
3. Do I participate in a small group opportunity to draw 

closer to Christ and his people? 
4. Do I then go and do that thing which I am called, gifted, 

and equipped to do? 
5. Who am I going to tell? 
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