
Immediately They Receive It Oct. 30, 2022 
Mark 4:1-20 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must hear the word, welcome it, and produce 
fruit. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will examine his heart for his 
receptivity to the word. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 Last week, we finished Chapter 3, and today we will start 
looking at some of Jesus’ teaching using parables.  
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Mark 4:1-20 
Again he began to teach by the sea, and a very large crowd 
gathered around him. So he got into a boat on the sea and sat 
down, while the whole crowd was by the sea on the shore.  
2 He taught them many things in parables, and in his teaching he 
said to them, 3 “Listen! Consider the sower who went out to sow. 
4 As he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came 
and devoured it. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground where it didn’t 
have much soil, and it grew up quickly, since the soil wasn’t deep. 
6 When the sun came up, it was scorched, and since it had no root, 
it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns 
came up and choked it, and it didn’t produce fruit. 8 Still other 
seed fell on good ground and it grew up, producing fruit that 
increased thirty, sixty, and a hundred times.” 9 Then he said, “Let 
anyone who has ears to hear listen.”  
 
10 When he was alone, those around him with the Twelve asked 
him about the parables. 11 He answered them, “The secret of the 
kingdom of God has been given to you, but to those outside, 
everything comes in parables 12 so that  
  
they may indeed look,  

  



and yet not perceive;  

  

they may indeed listen,  

  

and yet not understand;  

  

otherwise, they might turn back  

  

and be forgiven.”  

 
13 Then he said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? How 
then will you understand all of the parables? 14 The sower sows 
the word. 15 Some are like the word sown on the path. When they 
hear, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word sown in 
them. 16 And others are like seed sown on rocky ground. When 
they hear the word, immediately they receive it with joy. 17 But 
they have no root; they are short-lived. When distress or 
persecution comes because of the word, they immediately fall 
away. 18 Others are like seed sown among thorns; these are the 
ones who hear the word, 19 but the worries of this age, the 
deceitfulness of wealth, and the desires for other things enter in 
and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 20 And those like 
seed sown on good ground hear the word, welcome it, and 
produce fruit thirty, sixty, and a hundred times what was sown.”  -
- Mark 4:1-20 (CSB) 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 Up to this point, Mark has not covered much of Jesus’ 
teaching, but rather his actions. This chapter covers four of them 
in rapid succession. The parable of the sower, as it is commonly 
called, is also covered by Matthew and Luke. Guzik notes that is 
should probably be called the parable of the soils, because the 
difference is never the seed, but the soil it falls upon. Charles 
Caldwell Ryrie notes in his study Bible that there are four 
responses to the word: No response, emotional response, worldly 



response, and fruitful response. Since I could not find a better way 
to word these, we’ll discuss each of these today. 
 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. NO RESPONSE 
a. Fun Fact: There are still places where the wagon 

tracks are visible on the Oregon trail. 
b. During Jesus’ time, it was common for people to 

wear a trail through fields to get from one place to 
another. Crops would not grow well on these 
paths. 

c. The ground was packed hard on the path, so the 
birds would just come and eat the seed. 

d. The people that Jesus is talking about here are too 
hard-hearted to be sensitive to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit. 

e. The word, like the seed, just sits there until it is 
carried away and forgotten about. 

f. These will need for their lives to be totally 
destroyed before being able to receive the word. 
And most, ultimately, will not. 

g. So, we see that the path represents the people 
who have no response to the gospel. Next, we see 
that the rocky soil is those who have an emotional 
response. 

 
2. EMOTIONAL RESPONSE 

a. We can see the farmer scattering seed and how 
some of it might accidentally get onto a path and 
be lost. But what about the rocky soil? 

b. Their plows would only cut a few inches into the 
soil. 

c. Two common crops, wheat and barley, can have 
roots that go two or more feet into the ground. 



d. The farmer would not have a way of knowing how 
if there were rocks a few inches deep. 

e. Rocks would inhibit the growth of the roots, 
making the plants less healthy. They might start 
out looking good, but a good heat wave, wind, or 
storm will destroy them. 

f. Many people are like this rocky soil. They look good 
on the surface, and appear to have growth, but the 
first hard storm reveals them for what they are. 

g. Many people have professed Christ at a revival or a 
youth rally or on a Sunday morning as the result of 
an emotional response to the sermon or the song. 

h. These will often start out really enthusiastic and be 
really excited to do things for Jesus. 

i. The excitement wears off when something 
happens or doesn’t happen the way they want. 

i. When someone at the church upsets them. 
ii. When God allows Mee-maw to die of 

cancer. 
iii. When their friends ignore them now. 

j. The plants in this soil die before they can bear fruit. 
k. Often, these people feel secure even without 

bearing any fruit because they were told that they 
were saved by saying that prayer and dipping in the 
tank.  

l. “Persons with shallow characters are often quick in 
receiving religious impressions, but they also lose 
them just as quickly. Those who are hasty and 
impulsive are as easily turned the wrong way as the 
right.” (C. H. Spurgeon 2017) 

m. We have seen that the path represents people with 
no response, that the rocky soil represents people 
with an emotional response. Now we’ll see that the 
thorny soil represents a worldly response. 

 
3. WORLDLY RESPONSE 



a. In verse 19, three things are mentioned as choking 
the word, killing it in a person: the worries of this 
age, the deceitfulness of wealth, and the desires 
for other things. 

b. It is obvious from social media and from 
conversations that many people are being discipled 
a lot more by cable news than they are by the 
revealed word of God. These are having the word 
in them choked out by the worries of this age. 

c. Worry is like a rocking chair. It gives you something 
to do but won’t get you anywhere. 

 
(Mt. 6:25-27) “Therefore I tell you: Don’t worry about your life, 
what you will eat or what you will drink; or about your body, 
what you will wear. Isn’t life more than food and the body more 
than clothing? 26 Consider the birds of the sky: They don’t sow 
or reap or gather into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Aren’t you worth more than they? 27 Can any of you add 
one moment to his life span by worrying?  -- Matthew 6:25-27 
(CSB) 
 

d. Aside from worry, notice that Jesus mentions the 
deceitfulness of wealth. People who are wealthy, 
or even financially secure, often do not see their 
need for Christ. 

e. This does not say that wealth or financial security is 
evil. Just that wealth is deceptive.  

f. The desires for other things. The simple fact is that 
many people do not want to give us their sinful 
lifestyles in order to follow Christ. This desire for 
other things chokes out the word that they receive. 

g. So, the path represents NO RESPONSE, the rocky 
soil represents EMOTIONAL RESPONSE, the thorny 
soil represents the WORLDLY RESPONSE. Let’s look 
now at the fruitful response. 

 



4. FRUITFUL RESPONSE 
a. (4:20) And those like seed sown on good ground 

hear the word, welcome it, and produce fruit 
thirty, sixty, and a hundred times what was sown. 

b. Those with a fruitful response hear the word. The 
same word that was heard by all the others. Note 
the things that have not changed throughout this 
parable: the sower and the seed. These are the 
same. The difference was the receptiveness of the 
ground. The receptiveness of the hearer.  

c. Not only do they hear the word, but they also 
welcome it. They welcome it because their hearts 
are prepared to welcome it.  

d. (Jn. 6:44) No one can come to me unless the Father 
who sent me draws him -- John 6:44 (CSB) 

e. We can certainly pray for the Father to draw 
people to Him. 

f. Those who hear the word, who are receptive to it, 
who welcome it—these people bear fruit. 

g. What does bearing fruit look like in the life of a 
believer? It means making other believers! 

 
WHAT IS MY RESPONSE? 

1. Am I hard soil on the pathway that is unreceptive? 
2. Am I shallow soil with no roots? 
3. Am I choked out with the thorns of worldly things? 
4. Am I attentive to the word and welcoming it? 
5. Am I bearing fruit? 
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