
Parables Like These Nov. 6, 2022 
Mark 4:21-34 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I am responsible for applying the word that I 
have been taught. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer find ways to use what he has 
been taught. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
Last week, we covered one of Jesus’ parabolic teachings, the 
parable of the sower. Today, we take a quick glance at some other 
parables that Mark records Him using. Most of these captured in 
Matthew and Luke as well, so it’s obviously important that we 
check them out.   
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Mark 4:21-34 
 
He also said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a 
basket or under a bed? Isn’t it to be put on a lampstand? 22 For 
there is nothing hidden that will not be revealed, and nothing 
concealed that will not be brought to light. 23 If anyone has ears to 
hear, let him listen.” 24 And he said to them, “Pay attention to 
what you hear. By the measure you use, it will be measured to 
you — and more will be added to you. 25 For whoever has, more 
will be given to him, and whoever does not have, even what he 
has will be taken away from him.”  
 
26 “The kingdom of God is like this,” he said. “A man scatters seed 
on the ground. 27 He sleeps and rises night and day; the seed 
sprouts and grows, although he doesn’t know how. 28 The soil 
produces a crop by itself — first the blade, then the head, and 
then the full grain on the head. 29 As soon as the crop is ready, he 
sends for the sickle, because the harvest has come.”  
The Parable of the Mustard Seed  
  



30 And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, 
or what parable can we use to describe it? 31 It’s like a mustard 
seed that, when sown upon the soil, is the smallest of all the 
seeds on the ground. 32 And when sown, it comes up and grows 
taller than all the garden plants, and produces large branches, so 
that the birds of the sky can nest in its shade.”  
 
33 He was speaking the word to them with many parables like 
these, as they were able to understand. 34 He did not speak to 
them without a parable. Privately, however, he explained 
everything to his own disciples. -- Mark 4:21-34 (CSB) 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
When I was a child, I loved the Encyclopedia Brown books. There 
was always a story that involved a mystery that you would try to 
solve. The clues were somewhere very early on in the book, and if 
you missed them, you wouldn’t solve the mystery. Many people 
treat scriptures like trying to solve a mystery. They stitch together 
clues from various parts of the texts to come up with (usually) the 
end of the world. But what if scripture is not a puzzle to be solved, 
but rather the Word of the Lord calling people to holy living? How 
does that change how we read it? Today, from Jesus teaching, we 
are going to see that if I am saved, scripture is not a mystery to 
me; I am responsible for sharing the light I have; and that personal 
growth and church growth happen organically. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. IF I AM SAVED, SCRIPTURE IS NOT A MYSTERY TO ME 
a. (4:11) He answered them, “The secret of the 

kingdom of God has been given to you, but to 
those outside, everything comes in parables -- 
Mark 4:11-12 (CSB) 

i. “Those outside” are those of hard hearts 
without willingness to understand. 



ii. Jesus was speaking to His disciples, which if 
we accept Him as Lord, we are among that 
group. 

b. (4:34) He did not speak to them without a parable. 
Privately, however, he explained everything to his 
own disciples. 

i. When He ascended, He sent us the Holy 
Spirit to continue this work. 

ii. Luke reminds us of this in his introduction 
to the book of Acts. 

c. (Acts 1:1-2) I wrote the first narrative, Theophilus, 
about all that Jesus began to do and teach until the 
day he was taken up, after he had given 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 
he had chosen. -- Acts 1:1-2 (CSB) 

i. Luke reminds us that Jesus began to do and 
teach. 

ii. He continues to do this through the 
indwelling Holy Spirit in His disciples. 

 
(1 Cor. 2:10-16) Now God has revealed these things to us by the 
Spirit, since the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of 
God. 11 For who knows a person’s thoughts except his spirit within 
him? In the same way, no one knows the thoughts of God except 
the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have not received the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who comes from God, so that we may 
understand what has been freely given to us by God. 13 We also 
speak these things, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in 
those taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual things to spiritual 
people. 14 But the person without the Spirit does not receive what 
comes from God’s Spirit, because it is foolishness to him; he is not 
able to understand it since it is evaluated spiritually. 15 The 
spiritual person, however, can evaluate everything, and yet he 
himself cannot be evaluated by anyone. 16 For who has known the 
Lord’s mind, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of 
Christ. -- 1 Corinthians 2:10-16 (CSB) 



d. If you are saved: 
i. You are part of the kingdom of God 

ii. You have the Holy Spirit 
iii. The teachings of scripture are revealed to 

you because of the Holy Spirit continuing 
the work that Jesus started. 

e. Matthew records Jesus saying to His followers, 
“You are the light of the world. A city on a hill 
cannot be hidden.” –Matthew 5:14 (CSB) 

f. What happens when we all let our light shine? 
i. A rural farm light shows a couple of miles at 

night. 
ii. I used to see El Paso for over an hour before 

arriving. 
g. We are responsible for sharing our light with each 

other and with the world. 
 

2. I AM RESPONSIBLE FOR SHARING THE LIGHT I HAVE 
a. (4:22) For there is nothing hidden that will not be 

revealed, and nothing concealed that will not be 
brought to light. 

b. Our light reveals the darkness in the world around 
us. 

(4:24-25) And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear. 
By the measure you use, it will be measured to you — and more 
will be added to you. For whoever has, more will be given to him, 
and whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away 
from him.” 

c. If we use the light that we are given, more light is 
given to us. 

i. In our study 
ii. In our teaching 
iii. In our sharing the gospel with the lost 

d. Conversely, if we fail to use the light that we are 
given, our light is removed. 

i. If we fail to study 



ii. If we fail to teach 
iii. If we fail to share the gospel 

e.  (Rev. 1:20) John sees seven lampstands 
representing the seven churches of Asia. 

i. Ephesus 
ii. Smyrna 
iii. Pergamum 
iv. Thyatira 
v. Sardis 

vi. Philadelphia 
vii. Laodicea 

f. It’s not just individuals who will lose their light 
from a lack of use. The church will too. 

g. By the way, this is not just sharing the gospel with 
the lost, although that is certainly included. We are 
responsible to teach the next generation of Christ-
followers. 

i. We share our light by teaching those newer 
in the faith. 

ii. We share in the light of those older in the 
faith by learning from them. 

h. There are those who are capable and qualified to 
teach and refuse. 

i. There are those who are capable and qualified to 
lead and refuse. 

j. If this is you, your lamp is in danger. 
k. If we are getting to know Christ and truly follow 

Him and we are teaching Him to others, growth is 
naturally going to happen. 

 
3. PERSONAL AND CHURCH GROWTH HAPPEN ORGANICALLY 

a. In verses 26-29, we see again a farmer scattering 
seed on the ground. When we encountered this 
image earlier in the chapter, we saw the different 
kinds of ground and the results. Here, we see the 



result of the seed that landed on good ground. 
These are the ones who are saved. 

b. If the word lands on good soil in us, and we water 
and nourish it, we will have growth. 

i. God Time 
ii. Group Time 
iii. Gather Time 
iv. Give Time 
v. Go Time 

c. If we practice these things, growth will be the 
natural result. We are not commanded to grow; if 
we are doing what we are supposed to do, we will 
grow. 

d. As our people grow, the kingdom grows. Jesus 
gives the example of the mustard seed, which 
grows into a plant up to 12 feet tall. 

e. A healthy believer is a growing believer. A healthy 
church is a growing church. 

i. This may not look like number growth at all 
times.  

ii. We grow in maturity as individuals and as a 
community of believers. 

f. When believers share their light and grow, and the 
church shares her light and grows, then the 
Kingdom of God sees the kind of growth that was 
so apparent in the first century. 

 
QUESTIONS: 

1. Do I accept Jesus as my Lord? 
2. Do I hear and understand His word? 
3. Do I share the light that I have been given? 
4. Am I growing in faith and maturity? 
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