
Who Then Is This? Nov. 13, 2022 
Mark 4:35-41 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must trust Jesus in the storm! 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will examine his life for areas 
that may demonstrate a lack of trust in Jesus. 
 
BACKGROUND: For the last two weeks, we have been looking at 
some of Jesus’ teaching in parables. Today, we’re going to look at 
another one of His miracles.    
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Mark 4:35-41 
On that day, when evening had come, he told them, “Let’s cross 
over to the other side of the sea.” 36 So they left the crowd and 
took him along since he was in the boat. And other boats were 
with him. 37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves were 
breaking over the boat, so that the boat was already being 
swamped. 38 He was in the stern, sleeping on the cushion. So they 
woke him up and said to him, “Teacher! Don’t you care that we’re 
going to die?”  
  
39 He got up, rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Silence! Be 
still!” The wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40 Then he 
said to them, “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?”  
  
41 And they were terrified and asked one another, “Who then is 
this? Even the wind and the sea obey him!” -- Mark 4:35-41 (CSB) 
 

INTRODUCTION: Summary of Jonah’s call and running away. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. SOMETIMES OBEDIENCE TAKES ME INTO THE STORM 
a. I must know the difference between storms of 

obedience and storms of disobedience. 



b. Jonah (Ch. 1) was in a storm as the result of his 
disobedience. 

i. He went the opposite way from the way 
God had commanded him. 

ii. Jonah’s storm was designed to bring him 
back to obedience. 

iii. What if Jonah had not repented? 
c. These disciples were not being disobedient. Jesus 

had said to them, “Let’s cross over to the other side 
of the sea.”  

i. Their obedience put them in the boat. 
ii. They were safe in the storm with Jesus in 

the boat. 
iii. Some commentators see Jesus making a 

promise when He says, “Let’s cross over to 
the other side.” 

d. Storms can demonstrate God’s sovereignty. 
i. God sent Jonah’s storm. He then calmed it 

when Jonah was thrown overboard. The 
sailors on the boat rejoiced. 

ii. God also appointed the storm that the 
disciples faced. God the Son, in His divine 
authority, calmed the storm. There were 
people on the other boats who would have 
witnessed this storm and its sudden 
calming. 

e. How do I know what type of storm I’m having? 
i. Are you where you’re supposed to be doing 

what you’re supposed to be doing? 
ii. Are you close to the Lord or far away from 

Him? 
iii. If your storm is because of disobedience, 

repent immediately. 
f. If you are where you’re supposed to be, doing what 

you’re supposed to be doing, and close to the Lord, 



then this storm is a test of your faith and/or to 
demonstrate God’s glory to others. 

 
2. A STORM WILL TEST MY FAITH 

a. Jesus’ sleep was not because He didn’t care. He 
was able to sleep because He trusted that God’s 
plan for His life did not involve Him or His disciples 
dying in a boating accident. 

b. The disciples had already seen Jesus’ divine 
authority in his healings and in casting out demons. 

c. They didn’t seem to have translated His authority 
over sickness and demons into His authority over 
weather as well. 

d. Let’s not be so hard on the disciples.  
i. How many times did Israel doubt what God 

could do after He had demonstrated His 
power? 

ii. How many times do we doubt what God 
can do after He has demonstrated His 
power? 

e. This storm was not to show Jesus the faith of His 
disciples. It was to reveal to the disciples their own 
lack of faith. 

f. Our own storms in life can reveal faith (or lack 
thereof) to us and others. 

i. A financial downturn 
ii. A grim diagnosis 
iii. A traumatic loss 

g. After rebuking the storm, Jesus then rebukes the 
disciples for their lack of faith. The fact is that Jesus 
did help them in the storm, but likely not in the 
way they expected. 

 
3. HELP IN THE STORM MAY NOT BE WHAT I EXPECT 



a. We know that at least four of the disciples were 
experienced fishermen. (Peter, Andrew, James, 
John) 

b. They were used to being in a boat at night. 
c. These storms were, and still are, incredibly 

common. 
i. Mountains to the east are 2000 ft above the 

surface of the lake. 
ii. The ravines in the mountains create wind 

tunnels. 
d. These experienced fishermen would have been 

trying to steer the boat the right direction and bail 
the water out of it. It seems that these disciples 
wanted Jesus to help them bail water out of the 
boat. 

e. Jesus, meanwhile, was sleeping through the storm 
and the boat taking on water. It was the cry of his 
disciples that woke him, much like the cry of a child 
wakes his mother.  

f. When Jesus woke up, did He grab a bucket and 
start bailing water? Nope, he just told the storm to 
shut up. 

g. The help the Lord provides may not always be what 
you expect. 

i. He made the servants at a banquet fill jugs 
with water before made wine. 

ii. He made mud from His spit and rubbed it in 
a man’s eyes and made him go wash it out 
to heal his blindness. 

iii. He spoke the word to an official telling him 
his son would live, and he was made well 
that instant. 

iv. He let Lazarus die so He could raise Him 
from the dead. 

h. The disciples’ tone was accusatory. “Don’t you care 
if we perish?”  



i. Do we have any accusation against the Lord? 
 

4. THE LORD OF CREATION IS THE LORD OF MY STORM 
a. (4:39) He got up, rebuked the wind, and said to the 

sea, “Silence! Be still!” The wind ceased and there 
was a great calm. 

b. Jesus used the same words back in chapter 1 to 
cast a demon out of a possessed man. 

c. He is exercising the same authority over this storm 
as over sickness and demon possession. 

d. He is the Lord of all of our storms, whether 
physical, emotional, or spiritual. We can trust in 
Him in whatever situation we find ourselves. 

 
CONCLUSION:  
1. Are you going through a storm in your life? If not, you either 

have or will. 
2. Is your faith in Jesus strong enough for the storm? 
3. Are you prepared to submit to the Lord, even in the midst of 

your storm? 
4. Have you recognized the Lord of Creation as your Lord? 
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