
From the Stump Dec. 4, 2022 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must be a person of peace. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will observe that true peace can 
only be found by following Christ. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 This year, we are spending our Advent season looking at 
the book of Isaiah. Last Sunday, we discussed the hope that we 
have because of Christ. This week, we will look forward to a time 
of true peace on earth and see how we can live in peace now.   
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 
 
Then a shoot will grow from the stump of Jesse,  
 and a branch from his roots will bear fruit.  
 2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him —  
 a Spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
 a Spirit of counsel and strength,  
 a Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.  
 3 His delight will be in the fear of the Lord.  
 He will not judge  
 by what he sees with his eyes,  
 he will not execute justice  
 by what he hears with his ears,  
 4 but he will judge the poor righteously  
 and execute justice for the oppressed of the land.  
 He will strike the land  
 with a scepter from his mouth,  
 and he will kill the wicked  
 with a command from his lips.  
 5 Righteousness will be a belt around his hips;  
 faithfulness will be a belt around his waist.  
 6 The wolf will dwell with the lamb,  



 and the leopard will lie down with the goat.  
 The calf, the young lion, and the fattened calf will be together,  
 and a child will lead them.  
 7 The cow and the bear will graze,  
 their young ones will lie down together,  
 and the lion will eat straw like cattle.  
 8 An infant will play beside the cobra’s pit,  
 and a toddler will put his hand into a snake’s den.  
 9 They will not harm or destroy each other  
 on my entire holy mountain,  
 for the land will be as full  
 of the knowledge of the Lord  
 as the sea is filled with water.  
  
 10 On that day the root of Jesse  
 will stand as a banner for the peoples.  
 The nations will look to him for guidance,  
 and his resting place will be glorious. -- Isaiah 11:1-10 (CSB) 
 

INTRODUCTION: Everett calling for “Get.”  
 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. THE KING’S QUALITIES 
a. He is a humble King from a humble root. 

i. (11:1) A shoot will grow from the stump of 
Jesse 

1. Who is Jesse? The father of David. 
2. Jesse was a farmer. He was nobody 

of note until his youngest son was 
anointed as king. 

3. David was promised that his throne 
would be established forever, 
however… 



4. David’s line would be cut off from 
rule at the Babylonian captivity, 
becoming a stump. 

ii. From that humble stump, called by the 
name of David’s humble father, would 
come the humble shoot of Messiah. 

b. He is a godly King 
i. (11:2) The Spirit of the Lord will rest on 

him—a Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
a Spirit of counsel and strength, a Spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 

1. The gospels attest to the Spirit of 
the Lord descending on the Lord like 
a dove. 

ii. Of course, He is a godly King because He is 
God. 

1. (Jn. 10:30) I and the Father are one. 
2. (Philippians 2:6) who, existing in the 

form of God, did not consider 
equality with God as something to 
be exploited. -- Philippians 2:6 (CSB) 

c. As a godly King, Jesus has other qualities in 
abundance. 

i. Wisdom 
ii. Understanding 
iii. Counsel 
iv. Strength 
v. Knowledge 

vi. The fear of the Lord 
d. These qualities allow Him to always know the right 

thing, but also to do the right thing. This is why 
when we look at our King’s actions, they are 
perfect. 

 
2. THE KING’S ACTIONS 

a. He delights in the fear of the Lord. 



i. Love for God the Father dictates everything 
our King Jesus does. 

ii. It should also color everything we do. 
b. (11:4) He judges the poor righteously and executes 

justice for the oppressed of the land. 
i. The Hebrew word used for executing justice 

here is the same as the word for level 
ground. 

ii. This is in stark contrast to what Isaiah has 
already stated about the government in 
Judah. 

iii. (10:1-2) Woe to those enacting crooked 
statutes and writing oppressive laws to 
keep the poor from getting a fair trial and to 
deprive the needy among my people of 
justice, so that widows can be their spoil 
and they can plunder the fatherless. 

iv. The justice of the Lord is always right and 
never oppressive. 

c. (11:4) He will strike the land with the scepter from 
his mouth and he will kill the wicked with a 
command from his lips. 

i. The Lord’s justice is harsh. 
ii. His anger is righteous. 
iii. His justice is also necessary. 

d. He is righteous and holy and cannot accept 
unholiness in His presence. 

e. When the unrighteous have been removed from 
the land, then we will see the King’s restoration of 
the created order. 

 
3. THE KING’S RESTORATION 

a. The examples given in vv. 6-8, the wolf, the lion, 
the bear, the cobra. In the world we inhabit now, 
these creatures would harm those innocent 
creatures. One day this will not be the case. 



b. Theologians have two understandings of this 
section. 

i. Some see it as symbolic, and these harmful 
beasts symbolizing people who have come 
to repentance and following Christ. They 
will no longer harm those they would have 
harmed. 

ii. Others see this as a literal restoration of the 
created order as it was in the garden, when 
animals did not harm each other and were 
not afraid of people. 

iii. Both can be true, and I think that both will 
be true. Those who have repented will be 
people of peace, and those who have not 
will have been destroyed. 

c. Note that we see, “And a child will lead them.” 
i. Remember that in the Garden of Eden, man 

was given dominion over creation.  
ii. This was destroyed because of sin. 
iii. With the removal of sin, the order will be 

restored. 
d. The King’s restoration will be full and complete, 

and we can participate in it. 
  

4. WHAT MUST I DO? 
a. I must, to the best of my ability live out the 

qualities of my King. 
i. I must be humble. 

ii. I must seek wisdom. 
iii. I must seek understanding 
iv. I must be strong. 
v. I must fear the Lord. 

b. I must, as Micah (6:8) reminds us, “do justice, love 
kindness, and walk humbly before our God.” 

c. If you are not already a follower of Christ, you can 
become one today. 



i. Bad News: We are all sinners separated 
from God. 

ii. Worst News: There is nothing we can do to 
take care of our sin problem. 

iii. Good News: Jesus did for us what we 
cannot do for ourselves. 

iv. Best News: God’s forgiveness and eternal 
life is a free gift. All we have to do is receive 
it.  

 
QUESTIONS: 

1. Are you a follower of Christ? 
2. Would you like to become one today? 
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