
Crowned With Unending Joy Dec. 11, 2022 
Isaiah 35:1-10 
 
SERMON FOCUS:  I must strengthen my hands and steady my 
knees. 
 
SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will see that joy is only found in 
the Lord. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 During this season, we have been looking at selected 
passages from the prophet Isaiah, who prophesied in Judah about 
700 years before the birth of the Christ. Isaiah warned people 
about God’s judgment. He also provided an encouraging message 
that after their captivity was over, His people would return to the 
land. In the chapter immediately before this passage, we see 
God’s judgment on the enemies of Judah. Then, we see the joy 
that accompanies a return to the land.  
   
SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 
 
The wilderness and the dry land will be glad;  
the desert will rejoice and blossom like a wildflower.  
2 It will blossom abundantly  
and will also rejoice with joy and singing.  
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,  
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon.  
They will see the glory of the Lord,  
the splendor of our God.  
3 Strengthen the weak hands,  
steady the shaking knees!  
4 Say to the cowardly:  
“Be strong; do not fear!  
Here is your God; vengeance is coming.  
God’s retribution is coming; he will save you.”  
5 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened,  



and the ears of the deaf unstopped.  
6 Then the lame will leap like a deer,  
and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy,  
for water will gush in the wilderness,  
and streams in the desert;  
7 the parched ground will become a pool,  
and the thirsty land, springs.  
In the haunt of jackals, in their lairs,  
there will be grass, reeds, and papyrus.  
8 A road will be there and a way;  
it will be called the Holy Way.  
The unclean will not travel on it,  
but it will be for the one who walks the path.  
Fools will not wander on it.  
9 There will be no lion there,  
and no vicious beast will go up on it;  
they will not be found there.  
But the redeemed will walk on it,  
10 and the ransomed of the Lord will return  
and come to Zion with singing,  
crowned with unending joy.  
Joy and gladness will overtake them,  
and sorrow and sighing will flee. -- Isaiah 35:1-10 (CSB) 
 

INTRODUCTION: “Driving through the desert with “A Horse With 
No Name” stuck in my head. 
 
MESSAGE: 

1. AM I LIVING IN A DESERT? 
a. Israel is a land that is largely a desert place. The 

people would have been able to observe what 
Isaiah was saying in a literal sense. 

b. Also, literally, there will be a time when Israel’s 
desert will bloom with plant life and grow bountiful 
crops. 



c. The people who were willing to listen to Isaiah 
would also have understood the desert experience 
to be a lack of the presence of God. Since God is 
the source of all life, it’s understandable that they 
would see a place with little or no life as forsaken 
by God. 

d. Our own language allows for the same mindset. 
i. God’s country. 

ii. A godforsaken land. 
iii. Hell’s half acre. 

e. We may not find ourselves living in a literal, 
physical desert, but we can certainly be living in a 
spiritual desert. 

i. A life without close contact with Jesus 
ii. A life without the Holy Spirit 
iii. When we distance ourselves from the Lord, 

we distance ourselves from the source of all 
life. 

iv. As Jesus Himself reminds us in Jn 15:4, we 
must abide in Him and He in us. If we do 
not, we have no life at all. 

v. (Rev. 3:1) You have a reputation for being 
alive, but you are dead. 

f. The thing about living in a spiritual desert is that 
you don’t realize you’re there. 

i. One of the saddest verses in scripture to 
me: (Jdg. 16:20) But he did not realize that 
the Lord had left him. 

ii. There is a possibility that you are living 
without the Lord and do not realize it. 

g. How do I know if I’m living in a spiritual desert? 
i. Is my life fruitful? (Mt. 7:16) By their fruit 

you will know them. 
ii. What is the Lord producing in my life? 
iii. Am I growing in the Lord? 

 



2. HAVE I RECEIVING HEALING? 
a. (35:5-6) Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then the lame 
will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute 
will sing for joy. 

b. To be certain, physical healing will be complete in 
the next life. 

i. Ultimate physical healing is in the 
resurrection. 

ii. During his earthly ministry, Jesus gave us a 
picture of this healing; a down-payment if 
you will… 

c. In (Mt. 11:1-6) John the Baptist, sitting in prison, is 
beginning to question whether Jesus is really the 
Messiah. Jesus sends John’s disciples back to him 
with the message “Go and report to John what you 
hear and see. The blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, those with leprosy are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor are 
told the good news, and blessed is the one who 
isn’t offended by me.” 

d. The miracles of Jesus were proof of His authority, 
and a sign of what is to come. 

e. However, this passage can also to those who are 
spiritually blind, spiritually deaf, spiritually lame, 
and spiritually mute.  

f. At one time, we all were blind, deaf, lame, and 
mute. In fact, we were dead in our sins until Christ 
enabled us to be alive! Being alive, we now must 
pay attention to spiritual things. 

 
3. WHAT MUST I DO? 

a. I must be redeemed. (35:10) And the redeemed of 
the Lord will return and come to Zion with singing, 
crowned with unending joy. Joy and gladness will 
overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee. 



i. This future glory only for the redeemed. 
(35:8) The unclean will not travel on it, but 
it will be for the one who walks the path. 
Fools will not wander on it. 

ii. (Rev. 21:27) About the New Jerusalem: 
Nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor 
anyone who does what is detestable or 
false, but only those written in the Lamb’s 
book of life. 

iii. If you are not yet redeemed, you need to be 
redeemed before it is too late. 

b. If you are redeemed, there are some other things 
that you need to do. 

i. (10:3-4) Strengthen the weak hands, steady 
the shaking knees! Say to the cowardly: “Be 
strong; do not fear! Here is your God; 
vengeance is coming. God’s retribution is 
coming; he will save you.” 

ii. We strengthen our hands with work. If we 
are not working, we are not doing what we 
are called to do. 

1. Make disciples. 
2. Care for the widow and orphan. 
3. Love your neighbor. 

iii. We strengthen our knees with prayer. 
1. Many people are walking around 

fearful with pathetic prayer lives. 
2. You cannot know the Lord if you do 

not spend time with Him. 
3. In prayer, we not only talk to the 

Lord, but we listen for Him to talk to 
us. 

4. When we strengthen our knees with 
prayer, we can stand straighter. We 
have more confidence in the Lord. 



iv. We encourage the cowardly by speaking 
the truth to them. 

1. The truth that God is just. 
2. The truth that God is merciful. 
3. The truth that Jesus is Lord and we 

are not. 
v. Who will accept Jesus as Lord today? 

 
4. How to share the gospel with others: 

a. Bad News: We are all sinners separated from God. 
b. Worst News: There is nothing we can do to take 

care of our sin problem. 
c. Good News: Jesus did for us what we cannot do for 

ourselves. 
d. Best News: God’s forgiveness and eternal life is a 

free gift. All we have to do is receive it.  
e. Who will receive the gift of eternal life today? 
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