
 How Much the Lord Has Done  Jan. 8, 2023 
 Mark 5:1-20 

 SERMON FOCUS:  I must submit to Jesus. 

 SERMON FUNCTION:  The hearer will recognize ways that they might reject Jesus and repent 
 from them. 

 BACKGROUND: 
 For the next few weeks, we’re going to pick back up where we le� off in Mark’s gospel. 

 As a reminder, Mark is the first of the gospels wri�en, da�ng back to the 50s or 60s A. D. It is 
 generally agreed that Mark’s wri�ng is based on Peter’s recollec�on of the events of Jesus’ life 
 and ministry. Mark is also the shortest of the gospels, and usually the first one translated into 
 new languages. When we le� off, Jesus had just calmed the storm on the Sea of Galilee. Today, 
 we see what happens when they get to shore. 

 SCRIPTURE READING: Mark 5:1-20, CSB 

 They came to the other side of the sea, to the region of the Gerasenes. 
 2  As soon as he got out of the boat, a man with an  unclean spirit came out of the tombs and met 
 him.  3  He lived in the tombs, and no one was able  to restrain him anymore  —  not even with a 
 chain  —   4  because he o�en had been bound with shackles  and chains, but had torn the chains 
 apart and smashed the shackles. No one was strong enough to subdue him.  5  Night and day 
 among the tombs and on the mountains, he was always crying out and cu�ng himself with 
 stones. 

 6  When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and knelt  down before him.  7  And he cried out with 
 a loud voice, “What do you have to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you 
 before God, don’t torment me! ”  8  For he had told  him, “Come out of the man, you unclean 
 spirit! ” 

 9  “What is your name? ” he asked him. 

 “My name is Legion,” he answered him, “because we are many.”  10  And he begged him earnestly 
 not to send them out of the region. 

 11  A large herd of pigs was there, feeding on the  hillside.  12  The demons begged him, “Send us to 
 the pigs, so that we may enter them.”  13  So he gave  them permission, and the unclean spirits 
 came out and entered the pigs. The herd of about two thousand rushed down the steep bank 
 into the sea and drowned there. 

 14  The men who tended them ran off and reported it in the town and the countryside, and 
 people went to see what had happened.  15  They came  to Jesus and saw the man who had been 
 demon-possessed, si�ng there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid.  16  Those 



 who had seen it described to them what had happened to the demon-possessed man and told 
 about the pigs.  17  Then they began to beg him to leave  their region. 

 18  As he was ge�ng into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged him 
 earnestly that he might remain with him.  19  Jesus  did not let him but told him,“Go home to your 
 own people, and report to them how much the Lord has done for you and how he has had 
 mercy on you.”  20  So he went out and began to proclaim  in the Decapolis how much Jesus had 
 done for him, and they were all amazed. -- Mark 5:1-20 (CSB) 

 INTRODUCTION: 
 People have a long history of trying to control people’s behavior. Here, we have a 

 possessed man who is way beyond the control of the people in his town. He is running around 
 naked, which Luke specifies in his account. He is cu�ng and hur�ng himself, he is a danger to 
 others, and they cannot even keep him chained because of supernatural strength. There is a 
 lesson for our moral impulses here. We cannot force people who are controlled by a devil to act 
 like they aren’t. These devils are tormen�ng this man, and Jesus is not going to allow it to 
 con�nue. This is when the demons a�empt to neutralize Jesus. 

 MESSAGE: 
 1.  DEMONS ATTEMPT TO NEUTRALIZE JESUS 

 a.  (5:7) And he cried out with a loud voice, “What do you have to do with me, 
 Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you before God, don’t torment me! ” 

 b.  This man had never met or heard of Jesus. The demons possessing him knew 
 who Jesus was. 

 c.  “ In the background of all this is the ancient supers��on that you had spiritual 
 power over another if you knew or said their exact name. This is why the unclean 
 spirits addressed Jesus with this full �tle: Jesus, Son of the Most High God. 
 According to the supers��ons of the day, this was like a round of ar�llery fired at 
 Jesus.” (Guzik, n.d.) 

 i.  The goal of the demons was to be le� to con�nue to possess the man. 
 ii.  Satan and his demons hate God so much that they con�nuously a�empt 

 to destroy the image of God in mankind. 
 1.  Jesus reminds us, “A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 

 I have come so that they may have life and have it in abundance.” 
 -- John 10:10 (CSB) 

 2.  Satan has come up with many ways to destroy the image of God in 
 people: Wars, Murders, Abor�on, Rape, Abuse, Slavery, Racism, 
 and many others. 

 3.  These demons were bent on the debasement and destruc�on of 
 this demoniac. 

 iii.  Jesus’ command to “come out of the man” prompted this a�empt to use 
 Jesus' �tle to neutralize him. 



 d.  The demons recognized the power of Jesus and begged Him not to torment 
 them. In Luke’s account, the demons beg Him not to send them into the abyss. 
 This is the des�na�on of Satan and all his demons at the end. 

 e.  When the demons could not neutralize Jesus, they se�led for being sent into the 
 pigs. 

 f.  Jesus cannot be neutralized by demons. He also cannot be neutralized by the 
 laws and will of mankind. However, Jesus will also not stay where He is not 
 wanted. 

 2.  THE PUBLIC BEG JESUS TO LEAVE THEM ALONE 
 a.  As a general rule, Jesus will not stay in any place where He is not wanted. The 

 people of this coastal town did not want Jesus to stay with them. 
 b.  Some commentators speculate that the people were upset about the loss of their 

 pigs. This may have been a factor, but let’s not overemphasize it. 
 c.  (5:15) They came to Jesus and saw the man who had been demon-possessed, 

 si�ng there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 
 d.  They were alarmed by seeing their formerly demoniac ci�zen dressed and in his 

 right mind. They knew that only great power could have accomplished that, and 
 they were afraid of that power. 

 e.  The power that could restore this man whom they knew and had been unable to 
 control was certainly more than they could handle. 

 f.  The power of Jesus transforms people, families, and na�ons. But they have to 
 want Jesus. 

 g.  They got together as a group and prayed that Jesus would leave their area. So, He 
 got back in his boat and le� them like they requested. 

 i.  Most individuals have rejected Jesus. 
 ii.  Jesus is not welcome in most households. 

 iii.  Jesus is not truly welcome in government. 
 iv.  Jesus has been cast out of many churches as well. 

 h.  Jesus will not stay where He is not welcome, but He certainly is coming back for 
 all the world to see. 

 i.  We have seen the demons try to neutralize Jesus and the community expel Him, 
 so now let’s take a look at the right response to Jesus. 

 3.  THE FORMER DEMONIAC BEGS TO STAY WITH JESUS 
 a.  (5:18-20) As he was ge�ng into the boat, the man who had been 

 demon-possessed begged him earnestly that he might remain with him.  19  Jesus 
 did not let him but told him,“Go home to your own people, and report to them 
 how much the Lord has done for you and how he has had mercy on you.”  20  So he 
 went out and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for 
 him, and they were all amazed. 

 b.  The right response of anyone who has been rescued by Jesus is to stay as close to 
 Him as possible. 



 c.  The demons prayed to be allowed to go into the pigs, and Jesus allowed it. The 
 people prayed for him to leave the area, and he did. The former demoniac 
 prayed to be allowed to go with Jesus, and this was denied. 

 d.  Certainly today, we do not have to be separated from Jesus to do his will. At that 
 �me, as a human man, Jesus was limited to being in one place at a �me. 
 Certainly He understood the right impulse of the man to stay close to Him. 
 However, he told the man to tell his people what the Lord had done for him. 

 e.  Jesus knew that the man could do more good for the Kingdom by telling his 
 family and friends than by just hanging out with Jesus. 

 f.  This is the same reason that we are not instantly transported to heaven when we 
 get saved. We are le� here for people to see the change in us and want it for 
 themselves. 

 4.  THE GOSPEL IN SIMPLE FORM (adapted from Dr. James Merri�). 
 a.  Bad News: We are all sinners separated from God. 
 b.  Worst News: There is nothing we can do about our sin problem. 
 c.  Good News: Christ did for us what we cannot do for ourselves. 
 d.  Best News: Salva�on and eternal life are a free gi�, but you must receive it. 

 5.  WHAT MUST I DO NOW? 
 a.  Do not try to neutralize the Lord Jesus. You cannot tame Him or make Him more 

 like us. 
 b.  Do not evict Jesus from your life, your home, or anywhere that you have 

 influence. 
 c.  Draw near to Jesus, and teach others to do the same. 
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