
Dry Bones March 26, 2023
Ezekiel 37:1-14

SERMON FOCUS: I must prophesy to the dry bones.

SERMON FUNCTION: The hearer will see his responsibility for proclaiming the resurrection.

BACKGROUND:
Written between 592-570 B. C. (Ryrie). Ezekiel was from Jerusalem and had been taken

captive by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon. His prophetic ministry was to the captives in Babylon.
His ministry was at the same time as Jeremiah (in Palestine) and Daniel (in Babylon). He
prophesied for at least 22 years.

SCRIPTURE READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 (CSB)
The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by his Spirit and set me down in the
middle of the valley; it was full of bones.
2 He led me all around them. There were a great many of them on the surface of the valley, and
they were very dry. 3 Then he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live? ”

I replied, “Lord God, only you know.”

4 He said to me, “Prophesy concerning these bones and say to them: Dry bones, hear the word
of the Lord! 5 This is what the Lord God says to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you,
and you will live. 6 I will put tendons on you, make flesh grow on you, and cover you with skin. I
will put breath in you so that you come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.”

7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded. While I was prophesying, there was a noise, a
rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 As I looked, tendons appeared on
them, flesh grew, and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 9 He said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man. Say to it: This is what the Lord God says: Breath,
come from the four winds and breathe into these slain so that they may live! ” 10 So I
prophesied as he commanded me; the breath entered them, and they came to life and stood on
their feet, a vast army.

11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Look how they
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope has perished; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore, prophesy
and say to them, ‘This is what the Lord God says: I am going to open your graves and bring you
up from them, my people, and lead you into the land of Israel. 13 You will know that I am the
Lord, my people, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in
you, and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I am the
Lord. I have spoken, and I will do it. This is the declaration of the Lord.’ ” -- Ezekiel 37:1-14 (CSB)

INTRODUCTION:



As we look around our community and our world, it is very easy to get discouraged by
what we see. In many sectors of American life, the church appears to be defeated, lost, and
irrelevant. Many churches are shrinking and dying. And we sit inside wringing our hands about
how bad things have gotten. But imagine if it were worse. Imagine that we were captured and
hauled off the land here to a foreign place with foreign gods. What then? Would we expect to
see a revival? Growth of the people of God? A return from the dead? Today, from Ezekiel’s
words, we will see that God’s word and God’s Spirit are required to bring us back from the dead.
First, though, we must acknowledge the painful truth that death is the result of sin.

MESSAGE:
1. DEATH IS THE RESULT OF SIN

a. Ezekiel’s people had been utterly defeated and led into captivity in Babylon.
b. How did they get here?

i. Israel was God’s chosen people living in the land God had given them.
ii. They started allowing sin and idolatry to dwell among them (Solomon’s

wives).
iii. Pride and arrogance led to dividing the country in two.
iv. They developed competing worship and more animosity.
v. They engaged in more and more sin and ignored all the calls to repent.

1. Idolatry
2. Abuse of the poor

vi. The leaders and the people were repeatedly warned to turn back to God
or face His judgment.

c. This judgment was so severe that their nation was dead. They had no nation, no
government, no national identity. Instead, there were bodies scattered
everywhere and the people had been exiled.

d. I’ve said it many times before, but sin always leads to death.
i. Adam and Eve’s first sin.
ii. The sins of individuals.
iii. The sins of nations.
iv. The sins of God’s people.

e. This should have been the end of Israel. But God showed Ezekiel the dry bones
and asked an important question, “Can these bones live?”

i. It seems so obvious that they cannot.
ii. “Lord God, only You know.”
iii. Our God is in the business of miracles. Our God is in the business of

restoration.
f. However, these bones could not live again without the word of God.

2. NEW LIFE REQUIRES GOD’S WORD
a. (4) “Prophesy concerning these bones and say to them: Dry bones, hear the word

of the Lord.”
b. In Genesis, we read that in creating heaven and earth, God spoke them into

being. He spoke all the animals into being.



c. Note that God tells Ezekiel to prophesy to the bones.
i. This does not mean “foretell the future.”
ii. The usual definition of “prophesy” is to tell what God says.
iii. Ezekiel was simply to speak the Word of God to these bones.

d. People are dead all around us. We were dead in our trespasses (Eph. 2:1) but are
now alive because someone spoke the word of God to us.

e. (Rom. 10:14) How, then, can they call on him they have not believed in? And how
can they believe without hearing about him? And how can they hear without a
preacher? -- Romans 10:14 (CSB)

f. Note, however, that these bones, although they came together, grew sinews
muscle, and skin, did not immediately come to life. One thing was yet missing.

3. NEW LIFE REQUIRES GOD’S SPIRIT
a. (10) “the breath entered them, and they came to life”
b. Remember that when Adam was created, he did not become a living soul until

God breathed into him.
c. In the original language, the word for breath, wind, and spirit is the same word.

The distinction is in the context.
d. Just as Adam did not have life until God breathed into him, these bodies,

although reassembled, did not have life until the breath of God came into them.
e. Just as breath is evidence of physical life, the Holy Spirit is evidence of Spiritual

life.
f. Without God’s Spirit, we have no life. This applies to individuals, communities,

churches.
g. Simply put, God’s people cannot live without His Spirit in us.
h. Both God’s word and God’s Spirit are required to bring us (and others) to new

life. There is no other way.

4. THE GOSPEL IN SIMPLE FORM (adapted from Dr. James Merritt).
a. Bad News: We are all sinners separated from God.
b. Worst News: There is nothing we can do about our sin problem.
c. Good News: Christ did for us what we cannot do for ourselves.
d. Best News: Salvation and eternal life are a free gift, but you must receive it.

5. What must we do?
a. Trust in God’s ability and willingness to resurrect the dead.
b. Speak His words to the lifeless around us.
c. Be that vast army of God’s people that He has called us to be.
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